




Presidents Page 

Great to see such an enthusiastic group 

including a number of visitors arriving at 

our last meeting. It was such a hot day 

with the pending Melbourne “southerly” 

imminent and the air conditioning in our 

meeting room trying to keep up with the 

warmth of the swapping going on. 

The highlight of our meeting was Alex 

Freer’s presentation on “Label Catalogue 

-  options and opportunities”. Our old 

catalogues were tirelessly prepared and 

were excellent reference material 

however they were very hard to maintain 

and difficult and costly to reproduce. 

Alex is looking at electronic management 

of labels and associated Australian 

breweries and hotels. A number of 

options were presented, which were 

favourably received. Alex is seeking your 

input into how we should proceed. I urge 

you to talk to Alex, give him your support 

and ideas. Progress to date is excellent. 

Thanks Alex for your time and effort in 

preparing the presentation. Electronic 

management is the way of the future. 

A number of people have approached me 

about their concerns of the cost of 

purchasing labels particularly using the 

internet auction systems. In addition a 

number of labels available through the 

VBLCS have been seen at exhorbitant 

prices for sale through the internet. The 

VBLCS clearly states in its Constitution 

that “any member benefiting and proved 

to have so benefited to the satisfaction of 

the Officers, shall be expelled from the 

Society”. I include the selling of current 

labels issued by the Society to be of 

financial benefit. However I wish to warn 

members that buying labels via the 

internet without consultation of your 

Committee or fellow members  - “let the 

buyer beware”, as we may have arranged 

or obtained quantity and they have not yet 

been issued. In addition they may be 

available via our swap section of this 

newsletter. It is there for all to use. Your 

Liaison Officers do a fantastic job in 

obtaining labels from the regional 

Breweries and it is our responsibility they 

are used for the purpose of our hobby and 

brewing history and not for financial gain. 

We then run the risk of losing the support 

of the breweries if we do not maintain 

integrity. I am happy to discuss this 

further if people wish to write or call. 

Thanks.

I would like to wish John Long a happy 

60th birthday. John sent his apologies for 

non-attendance at the February meeting 

as he was celebrating the event in 

Creswick.    John, best wishes from your 

friends in the VBLCS.

Nominations for your committee are due 

soon. Any member that would like to take 

up a position is encouraged to submit the 

nomination to the Secretary prior to the 

AGM.

Looking forward to seeing you all at our 

11th April’04 meeting. 

Cheers and happy collecting. 

Rob Greenaway 



February 2004 Meeting Notes, Angus Macewan 

The meeting was held at the Club Tivoli in Windsor on Sunday, February 8th at 

approximately 12.30pm. 

Apologies:  John Long - 60th Birthday celebrations (Happy Birthday John) 

Correspondence:

The newsletter from the Bottle Collectors Society was received. 

Several written requests were received from members and were attended to. 

General Business: 

Rob Greenaway reported that the Coopers Heritage Labels (including the foil cap) have 

been received and will be passed on to members in the near future. 

Mike Bannenberg reports that he has compiled a list of all the South Australian Hotel 

private labels known to him.  He will be looking for input from other members that know 

of any other labels that are not on the list. 

The VBLCS warns members again about the prices that are being quoted and 

"supposedly" paid for labels on the internet.

If somebody in the USA or anywhere else, wishes to pay very high prices for common 

labels then the rule of "Caveat Emptor" or "Let the Buyer Beware" applies. 

A very interesting presentation of the proposed new VBLCS Beer Label catalogue that 

will be available on a CD Rom was made by Alex Freer. 

Alex asked for any constructive comments to be passed on to him. 

Mike Bannenberg proposed a vote of appreciation for Alex's efforts. This was carried by a 

unanimous round of applause from the floor. 

The raffles were drawn and the lucky winners were  - 

Blue A91 Bob Kendall 

Green A95 Bob Kendall (not a misprint - he won both) 

Blue A98 Ross Smith 

A total of 32 members signed the attendance book. 

The Meeting closed and as it was a very hot day, many members retired to the bar to 

discuss labels and avail themselves of the excellent selection of beers that are available at 

the Club Tivoli. 

I would like to wish everybody all the best for the new year.

Angus MacEwan 



From the Editor 

When I started putting this newsletter together, I thought that I had little to say. But then I recalled that 

over the past month or three I have received several emails from various collectors, at least one member, 

who seem to have experienced some problem with exchanging labels. The problem, it seems, is that 

someone out there goes by the name Bob Underwood, but no one seems to know who he is; or where he 

lives, from what I have been told.  

Now we all know that there are some scoundrels, rogues, scalawags around, but I would be interested to 

hear, preferably by email, from any member who has either successfully traded or had a problem with the 

abovementioned. Does anyone have his address? I have been given a PO Box number, but that is all. Now 
that sounds a little suspicious to me; but I know it is quite common in some other countries. 

So, at the risk of repeating what others have stated, one should be cautious, particularly with your first 

label exchange. Send something that you feel will only cause annoyance and inconvenience if it becomes 

‘lost’. Be careful with what you value.

From the Treasurer

Email Address changes 

Bill Attwell: bilattwell@hotmail.com 

Michael Doulton: mickd65@optusnet.com.au  

Change of address 

Geoff Ogilvie has a new address: 

2/165 Burnett St. 

Mays Hill 
NSW 2145 

Forthcoming Meeting Dates 

11 April (Yes, Easter Sunday is the 11th)

13 June (Yes, Queens Birthday weekend) 

8 August 

10 October 

12 December 

CLUB RAFFLES 
As at 18th February 2004, the following members have credit as listed: 

Jim Halsall  Dec. 2004 Craig Pelton  Dec. 2004 

Spyros Repousos Oct. 2004 Ossie Bottrill  Oct. 2004 

David Joseph  Aug. 2004 Jenny Lowecki Aug. 2004 

Allister Dowdall April 2004 D. Ellison  April 2004 

E. Solaesa  Aug. 2004  

In the  April  raffle, 1st prize  will again feature the 2003 Brownlow Medal Crown Lager label. Please 

note that THIS  label will NOT be available for general issue through the club. All prizes will have some 

of the Courage Australia experimental labels, i.e. those that were printed, but were discarded before  the 

beers went on sale. 

In addition, for this raffle, and  the  June  raffle, there will be approx. 200 labels per prize, all Australian, 

and many of them pre-metric and early metric (370 & 740mL). 



Alan Richards Mini Brewery Report 

Bootleg Brewery 

A very large box has arrived from the Bootleg Brewery (Margaret River WA) with enough 

copies of their seven new labels for all members. These will be distributed shortly to 

members. Tabs have been added to the sides of the labels to allow for new requirements of 

law and business but the label essentially remains the same. The club is very appreciative 

for the support shown by Tom Reynolds and the brewery. 

Bintara Brewery 

Bintara Brewery (Rutherglen Vic). This brewery opened in early November 2003 and is 

owned by a local who has spent some time in the wine industry. 

Their brewer is a New Zealander who had previously spent some time at the Grand Ridge 

Brewery (Mirboo North Vic). It is a very large brewery by mini-brewery standards with 6 

tanks at 4,000l each plus fermenter, mash tun and other associated equipment and a 

mechanical bottling line. Four beers are produced and all bottled. A presentation pack of 

one each of the beers plus two branded glasses are available at $30.00 the set. There has 

been mention made of producing seasonal beer throughout the year. The beers are aimed 

to the restaurant trade where the higher costs can be better absorbed. So far they are not 

available outside Rutherglen but they can be bought over the Internet.  The brewery is 

sited in part of the former Seppelts winery built in the late 1800s and is in the main street 

of Rutherglen. The brewery is to one side of the premises with the rest of the area given 

over to the public bar. The club is not confident about obtaining labels for members. 

Grumpy’s Brewhouse 

Club members Ben Lawrence and Otto Wolf have both passed on news on Grumpy’s 

Brewhouse in the Adelaide Hills (SA). Despite rumours that a new label would be 

produced this has not happened and they have been told that there will probably be no 

more bottling for at least 12 months. The owners are concentrating of opening more of 

their home brew shops and that is taking up all their time. 

Lawrence Victor Estate 

Ben also visited Laurence Victor’s brewery at Penola (SA). For a number of years their 

Coonwarra Pale Ale was produced for them by Grand Ridge (Mirboo North Vic) but that 

arrangement ceased in 2003 when Laurence Victor built their own brewery at their winery 

in Penola. Ben has found that the winery and brewery are closed and probably for sale. 

The club has not been able to obtain these labels for members however there are still a 

large amount of retail stock available in the likes on Nick’s (Swanston St Melbourne), 

Vintage Cellars, Paramount Cellars (Bourke St Melbourne) and other retailers. The labels 

are the same design as those used for the Grand Ridge production BUT have the Laurence 

Victor name and address as producer. 

Stockade Brewery 

Chopper’s Heavy has been released and is available at Australian Cleanskin Group at 224 

Swan St Richmond (Vic). The beer is produced by the Stockade Brewery in Melbourne 

but distributed by “Chopper” Read himself.  “Chopper” Read is a local Melbourne 



identity. The beer is 6% alc/vol and is a very good beer. The club is unsure if it can obtain 

labels for members so they are advised to make the effort to get one. 

Sunshine Coast Brewery 

News has come though on the Sunshine Coast Brewery (Maroochydore Qld).  They have 

been busy producing a large number of private labels for local business. However because 

they are private issues, and in some cases produced in very small quantities on the office 

computer, they are not available for release. There are also a number of new labels for 

their own beers but the club cannot obtain copies for members. 

Geelong Brewery 

In the past few years Pedders Suspension (a motor vehicle repair business) has had the 

Geelong Brewery produce a Christmas beer for them. This has been distributed to 

suppliers, customers and even a few lucky VBLCS members.  This did not happen this 

year as the managers decided that the money would be better donated to charity. Six labels 

have been produced altogether with two for the 50th anniversary of the business in 2000. 

The club has rarely been able to obtain the labels for members as it is a private issue. 

Ironbark & Inchant Breweries 

The club is still pursuing information (as well as labels) on the Ironbark and Inchant 

breweries in the Swan Valley (WA). Ironbark has issued four labels but efforts so far to 

obtain labels for members has been fruitless. Inchant has had severe financial problems of 

late and it is not known if they are still in business. The son of raffle co-ordinator Jack 

Wilks will hopefully have some new (and maybe labels) shortly. In the meantime of any 

club member has any news can they please pass it on to a committee member. 

Blue Tongue Brewery 

Club member Ivor Nicholson has passed on news that the Blue Tongue Brewery (Hunter 

Valley NSW) is about to commence brewing and bottling.  Ivor is hoping to obtain copies 

of the labels for all members. 

Outback Brewery 

The Outback Brewery (Woodpark, Sydney NSW) has supplied the club with enough 

copies of its Country Ale for all members and these will be distributed shortly. This 

replaces their Ale which has been discontinued. 

Preservation Brewery 

The Preservation Brewery has opened in the Eumundi Markets at Eumundi Queensland. 

This is operated by Graeme Howard who was also operated the Colonial Brewing Co 

(Fortitude Valley Qld 1988) and Lion Brewing P/L (Adelaide SA) in the early 1990s. He 

also brewed under the Mildura Brewery name in the mid 1990s and supplied and installed 

the equipment at the Australia Pizza Kitchen brewery (Canberra ACT). There are three 

beers being bottled but the only way to obtain the labels is to visit the brewery. 

Alan Richards 



FOSTERS LAGER EXPORT LABELS 
Transcribed from an article by George Crompton 

The early labels were the Fosters Export Lager Beer, vertical oval, 71 * 103mm (w*h) blue/yellow, 

details around the inner yellow panel. Issued during the 1950’s to late 1960’s. 

1. CONTENTS 12 U.S.A Fluid OZS. 

2. CONTENTS 12.8 U.S.A Fluid OZS. 

Shape changed to shorter oval, 70 * 91mm. 

3. CONTENTS 12 U.S.A. FLUID OZS.

4. Imported by CORYDON & OHLRICH Inc. Chicago 22 Illinois 

Contents 12.8 U.S.A. Fluid Ozs printed around top of inner yellow panel 

 From now on, all Importer details were printed in the outer yellow border in capital letters 

5. IMPORTED BY ACORN BEVERAGE CO. INC. LOS ANGELES. U.S.A 
CONTENTS 9.6 U.S.A. FLUID OZS. 

6. IMPORTED BY AMBASSADOR IMPORT CO., LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, U.S.A 

CONTENTS 9.6 U.S.A. FLUID OZS. 

7. IMPORTED BY CONSUMERS DISTRIBUTING COMPANY. SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA, 

U.S.A

CONTENTS 9.6 U.S.A. FLUID OZS. 

8.  As for 7 above, but 

CONTENTS 12 U.S.A. FLUID OZS. 

9. IMPORTED BY CROCKETT SALES CO. LTD. HONOLULU, HAWAII, U.S.A 

CONTENTS 9.6 U.S.A. FLUID OZS. 

10. IMPORTED BY DOTY DISTRIBUTORS INC. HONOLULU, HAWAII, U.S.A 

CONTENTS 9.6 U.S.A. FLUID OZS. 

11.  As for 10 above, but 

CONTENTS 12 U.S.A. FLUID OZS. 

12. IMPORTED BY LIEBMAN SALES CORPORATION, ASTORIA, NEW YORK, U.S.A 

CONTENTS 9.6 U.S.A. FLUID OZS. 



NECK LABELS 

Horizontal Oval, 50 * 29mm, blue background with yellow border 

1. V.A.BARRY, LOS ANGELES, CALIF., U.S.A. 

2. IMPORTED FROM AUSTRALIA BY DUBLIN DISTRIBUTORS 

43 QUEENS STREET, LONG ISLAND CITY, I, N.Y. 

BASIC IMPORT PERMIT NO. I-218. 

Tapered horizontal arc, 73 * 28mm, blue background with yellow border 

3. IMPORTED BY V.A.BARRY 

LOS ANGELES, CALIF., U.S.A. 

CONTENTS 25 ½ U.S.A FLUID OZS. 

4. IMPORTED BY CONSUMERS DISTRIBUTING CO. 

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA, U.S.A 

CONTENTS 25 ½ U.S.A. FLUID OZS. 

5. IMPORTED BY DOTY DISTRIBUTORS INC. 

HONOLULU, HAWAII, U.S.A 

CONTENTS 12 ½ U.S.A. FLUID OZS. 

From the above details, it would seem that there could be further body and neck labels presently unknown 

to us. We would appreciate information (plus photocopy, email plus .jpg image etc.) of any other labels 

known to collectors. 

Editors Note 

The following have been added: 

Horizontal rectangle, 80 * 25mm, pale blue, white background 

1. EXPORT

Tapered horizontal arc, 73 * 28mm, blue background with yellow border 

1. FOSTER’S EXPORT 

EXTRA QUALITY 

LAGER BEER 

2. IMPORTED BY AMBASSADOR IMPORT CO. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIF, U.S.A. 

CONTENTS 25 ½ U.S.A. FLUID OZS. 

3. IMPORTED BY CROCKETT SALES CO. LTD. 

HONOLULU, HAWAII 

DISTRIBUTED BY CONSUMERS DISTRIBUTING CO. 

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA, U.S.A 

CONTENTS 25 ½ U.S.A. FLUID OZS.



Labels issued with the March 2004 magazine 

Victoria

Carlton Draught + neck 375 

Carlton Cold 
Victoria Bitter 375 
Foster's Lager back label...Chinese 
Stockade Premium Lager + neck and back 

Geelong Sparkling Ale + neck and back 
Geelong Ironbar Heavy Lager + back 
Geelong Ironbar Light Lager + back 

Geelong Dingo Bitter 

Haagen Lager + neck and back 

Haagen Light + neck and back 

Buckley's Bitter + back 

Buckley's Pilz + back 

Buckley's Original Ale + back 

Buckley's Dark Bock + back 

New South Wales 

Tooheys Red Bitter 375 Recycle 

Tooheys Red Bitter 375 

Tooheys New + neck 

Tooheys Rugby neck label 
Hahn Premium Lager + neck 
Hahn Ice Beer 

Guinness Extra Stout 375 

Outback Country Ale 

Tasmania

Hazards Dark ale 

Queensland

Castlemaine XXX Sparkling Ale + neck 

Castlemaine Sovereign Lager + neck and back 

Carlton Mid-strength neck label 
Eumundi Koolan Island Australian Beer 
Eumundi Gulf Beer 

Eumundi Wharf Premium Lager 

Eumundi Aussie Beer 

Eumundi neck labels - 3 types 

Foreign Labels 

Germany 

Huber Weisse Leicht 

Huber Weiss Original 

Italy

Saint Louis Birra 

Splugen Quinto 

Plus "Bonus Extra Labels" as per respective newsletters. 

Please note that because of some shortages of minor and micro-brewery labels, 

the published list may not match exactly with the actual issue.  

Label Donations 

Many thanks to the following people who have donated labels for distribution to

club members.   

Craig Pelton 

Geoff Spiller 

John Long 

Bill Newton 

Alastair Graham 

David Dobney 

Rob Greenaway 

Nobby Williams 

Colin Rich (New Zealand) 






