




Presidents Page 

One never has enough time to get around to talk 

to everybody at our meetings and catch up on 

developments in the brewing industry, label 

finds and of course new beers issued and tasted 

recently. Great to see another large gathering at 

the Club Tivoli on a very pleasant Sunday 

afternoon.

I guess the most major event of recent was the 

closure of the Kent Brewery in Sydney. 

Originally Tooth and Newnham opened the 
Brewery in 1835. The site was purchased by 
CUB in 1983 to help support the demand for 

Carlton products in a competitive Sydney / New 

South Wales market. A commemorative label 

was issued for the closure and Society members 

will be fortunate to get this rare release. The 

plant made the majority of Carlton brands as 

well as the Resches products. My favourites 

were Sheaf Stout and Kent Old Brown. I was 

lucky to work at the Kent site for four enjoyable 

years. The people there were very friendly and 

proud of their history. It is pleasing that a lot of

Kent Brewery history and memorabilia is 

maintained at the Sydney Powerhouse just down 

the road near Darling Harbour. The site 

produced in excess of two million hectolitres of 

beer which will now be taken up with the 

expansion of the CUB plant at Yatala in 

Queensland. For those travelling to the Gold 

Coast I strongly recommend a tour of the Yatala 

Brewery. If collectors can remember the small 

break away brewer in Bernie Power and his 

vision in establishing his Powers Brewery. Well 

it is vastly different now and arguably the most 

modern and efficient in the world today. Pay it a 
visit, the tour and hospitality facilities are 
excellent. The beer is pretty good too.

A short list of contenders for Label of the Year is 

presented for your voting to select the best label 
designed and issued by the Major and Minor 

breweries in 2004. Please support this initiative 

as we get significant recognition for the award. 

Recently your Society was mentioned in The 

Age newspaper in a review of the Jamieson 

Brewery. They won Label of the Year in 2002 

and 2003. Great to get a bit of publicity. Please 

forward your voting slip to Angus for us to 

collate and prepare a certificate for the best 

entry.

I would like to congratulate Alex Freer on his 

development of the Beer Label Catalog on 
Compact disk. Alex has issued Version 3, being 

bigger and more exciting than the others. I 

sincerely thank those that have supported Alex 
and helped contribute as well.
Well done. To those that haven’t seen the CD 

then I strongly recommend you contact Alex. 

Many thanks to our VBLCS Librarian - elect 

who will soon release the inventory of books and 

policy and procedures to borrow these. Thanks 

Jack for the offer to managed such a small but 

valuable asset of the Society. I fully support 

Jacks comment in that we “hope that this venture 

will be helpful in increasing your appreciation of 

our hobby”. Jack is a very busy person so lets 

give him all our support. 

Don’t forget. Our AGM is not too far away. 

Nominations for Office Bearers, Life Members 

and suggestions for running your society in 2005 

/2006 are requested. 

As of 1st November 2004 the Club Tivoli is 

smoke free. Smoking in our meeting room 

was once permitted. It is not now. 

There is also a fine restaurant providing 

excellent German food and a range of 

beverages. Why not give it a try. 

Cheers and happy collecting. 

Rob Greenaway 



FEBRUARY 2005 MEETING NOTES 

The meeting was held at the Club Tivoli in 

Windsor on Sunday 13/02/05 and started at 

12.45 p.m. 

Apologies:
Phil Longley, Gary McNair, Jill and Don Major. 

Finance:

The treasurer reported that our finances were 

sound.

Correspondence:

The Victorian bottle collectors society newsletter 

was received. 

General Business: 

Jack Wilks reports that the Stockade Brewery is 

to change hands shortly and as a consequence 
there are some bargains to be had at their cellar 
door.

Jack also reported that he was disappointed in 
the response from his advertisement re the 
Bendigo label that appeared in the last 

newsletter.

Some members were of the opinion that if more 

information were provided on the label then they 

would feel more confident in bidding for it.  

The general opinion was that the maximum 

amount of information should be provided if 

anybody wants to sell or swap labels through the 
club newsletter.

John Long showed some old brewery letterheads 

that will appear in future newsletters. 

John Long recalled the time that he had the job 

of removing 200 South Australian hotel labels 

from a Mount Gambier Hotel mens toilet wall. 

Label collection dedication was shown when 

they had to demolish and rebuild the mens toilet 

wall to get the labels. John assured the club that 

the womens toilet, to his knowledge, does not 

contain any labels. 

Rob Greenaway reports that the Kent Brewery in 

Sydney was closed by Carlton & United 

Breweries in late January. The club has obtained 
sufficient labels for all members of the special 
800 ml. bottle of beer issued to employees to 

commemorate / commiserate the occasion. 

The voting slip for the label of the year will be 

included in the next newsletter. All members are 

encouraged to respond as this is one way to 

show the breweries that we appreciate their 

generosity in suppling labels for our club. 

Alex Freer reports that version 3 of the 

Australian label catalogue is available. Interested 

members please contact him. 

26 members signed the attendance book. 

The raffles were then drawn and the lucky 
winners were -

1st. F50 Colin Murray 

2nd. B96 Colin Murray 

3rd. B87 David Ellison. 

Congratulations to Colin Murray, who, I am told 

is a new interstate member, for winning both 

first and second prizes. 

Kind regards to all, 

Angus MacEWAN. 



Mini Brewery Report February 2005 

Malt Shovel Brewery (Sydney NSW) 

They have changed all Original Amber labels, 

the alc/vol has now been added to the bottom of 

the front label below the contents.

Port Dock Brewery (Adelaide SA) 

They have taken over all equipment etc of the 

Inchant Brewery of Guildford (WA) which

closed and was sold off back in March 2004. 

This has allowed them to increase production-

levels and recommence bottling.

3 Ravens (Thornbury Vic) 

The 3 Ravens Black has been released and the 

club has the labels that will be issued to members 

shortly.

Brewtopia (Sydney NSW) 

Reports in the Melbourne Herald-Sun that their 

beer was produced in South Australia came as a 

surprise to Brewtopia. Stubbies for their Blow 

Fly beer as well as other labels are still sourced 

from the Stockade Brewery (Dandenong Vic) 
and will be for some time to come.

Yarra Flats Brewery, Buckley’s Beers 

(Healesville Vic) 

Buckley’s have released a Light as well as a 

Snail Pail Ale. The latter was a custom brew for 

the Slow Food Movement. The initial release 

was of 100 750ml bottles; however the labels 

used showed 330ml. It is intended to have a 

further release in 330ml bottles however the 
label may be redesigned for this. The club 

should have no problem in obtaining the Light 

however the original Snail Pail Ale cannot be

obtained.

Bintara Brewery (Rutherglen Vic)  

Bintara is releasing their seasonal Pilsner about 
now. It has also produced a gluten-free beer for 
those with Coeliac disease under contract for 

O’Brien’s Brewing (Ascot Vale Vic). However 

the impression from O’Brien’s web site is that 

they are setting up their own brewery. Also 

produced is a Lucky Lager under contract for a 

Sydney distributor in a ‘fat Buddha shaped’ 

green bottle which will retail at $110.00 a slab – 

it is aimed at the restaurant market.

Silly Yaks (Westgarth Vic) 

This business specialises in food and drinks for 

those who suffer from coeliac disease. They were

due to release a gluten-free beer at the end of 

February. The beer is not connected with the 

O’Brien’s gluten free beer. Members will be

informed when these two beers are available.

Red Hill Brewery (Red Hill Vic) 

This should open in March 2005 after five years 

of struggle with various authorities, bottling is 

planned.

Steam Whistle (Murwillumbah NSW) 

Norm McDonough from the coaster club has 
passed on word of the Steam Whistle brewery

opening in northern NSW. There is a web site
that confidently advises of the great beers 

available from them and to complain to your 

local pub/bottle shop if they don’t stock it. 

However this is a little premature as the owner 

said he was just about to set off to inspect some 

land that might be suitable to build the brewery 
when contacted by phone in Jan 05. He has had 
two breweries previously under this name in his 

native Canada, He hopes to be up and running by 

the end on 2005.

Redoak Brewery (Sydney) 

They have now released 10 labels but getting 
them is no easy task. Good luck!

Brewers of Beechworth (Beechworth Vic) 

This brewery is expected to open about the 

middle of 2005. The equipment came from the 

now closed Lawrence Victor Estate (Penola SA) 

and bottling is planned.

Beechworth Brewery (Beechworth Vic) 

At this stage this is only a business name and it 
is not known what the plans are for building the 

brewery except that it is rumoured to be going 

into the former Hospitality school at Latrobe 
University campus, Beechworth.

Buffalo Brewery (Boorhaman Vic) 

There has been no change to either the 

management or labels.

Barham Brewery (Barham NSW)  

This is run by Len David who established the 

Buffalo Brewery at Boorhaman, Vic. It would 



seem that the brewery is winding down as 

production is falling and there have been no 

stubbies available for some months. Even then 

there were no changes to the previously 

distributed to members.

Mildura Brewery (Mildura Vic) 

This is a very large concern set in the former 
Astor Cinema adjoining the Grand Hotel who 
own the brewery. The brewer is Steve Nilsen 

formerly of Gunn Island (Albert Park Vic) and 

the Port Dock (Adelaide SA). The brewery is to 

the back of the building where the screen was 

once with the front of the building given over to 
a bar/restaurant. A glass screen separates the 

brewery from the public area. There are a 

number of 5,000l tanks, a mechanical bottling 

line and lots of ancillary equipment such as cool 

rooms, fork lifts – little expense has been spared. 

The brew length is 2,500l. There is a range of 

four beers (all bottled) with a seasonal beer 

generally available. The last of these was the 

White Christmas which was also bottled. The 

club has all five labels and these will be 
distributed shortly.

Gage Road Brewery (Fremantle WA) 

This is a new concern due to go into commercial 

production in mid 2005.

Gold Coast Brewery (Gold Coast Qld) 

The word is that brewing is winding down if not 

having ceased altogether. There was some 

bottling done with 6 labels being produced. 

Unfortunately the club was not able to get them 

for members.

Outback Brewery (Woodpark NSW) 

There have been no new labels issued – they are 

concentrating on building sales levels of their 

existing lines. 

Hopping Mad Brewery (Orange NSW)

Their new stout is due out in the next few weeks, 
members will be kept advised.

Hargraves Hill (Steeles Creek Vic) 

Their Pale Ale is readily available in Melbourne 

BUT labels for members have still not been 

obtained.

Nail Ale (Perth WA) 

The brewery is not closing as previously 

rumoured but is looking for new premises.

Phoenix Brewery (Ballarat Vic) 

John Long has advised of the re-birth of the 
Phoenix Brewery in Ballarat. It has been opened 

by a member of the Coghlan family who were 

behind the original Phoenix established in 

Ballarat in 1857. The new brewery is in a café in 
the centre of town.

Ballarat University Brewery 

The latest batch of graduates has just completed 

their three-year course with the brewing of a 

batch of Uni Gold. This is available in draught 

form only at the Easter Station Hotel in Ballarat. 



BUY, SWAP & SELL 

Patrik Michalcik is looking for exchange 

partners interested in swapping coasters, labels 

and occasionally cans for similar items from the 

Slovak Republic. He can be contacted at: 

Patrik Michalcik 
Idanska 27 
040 11 Kosice 
SLOVAKIA

Peter Lawson has a large number of Old labels 

from Australia, England, Wales, Scotland and 

the USA which he is willing to exchange. He is 

also interested in buying labels. 
His address: 
Peter Lawson 

156 Liverpool Road 

Goolwa

South Australia 5214 

Phone: (08) 8555 3389 

Mobile 04 0800 7114 

Email: lawsontribe@iprimus.com.au

From Bill Attwell 

I have put together 2 envelopes of European 
labels for the club stocks. They are of no use to 
me so if the club can use them then that's great. I 

will post them in the next week. 

I have decided to sell my collection of Asian, 

African and South & Central American labels 

because I am going on a nice holiday during the 

year to surprise visit my brother whom I have 

not seen in 20 years or so. I still wish to remain a 

member of the VBLCS and still collect the odd 
label or three. 
The labels I have include Mongolia, Myanmar, 

Macau. All African states with the exception of 

Libya, Djibouti, Somalia, Eritrea and Central 

African Republic and a couple of others. All I 

want for the labels is $150 to put toward my 

holiday.

Regards

Bill Attwell 

6 Mattner Square 

Lockridge

Western Australia 6054 

Phone (08) 9378 1367 

Email: bilattwell@bigpond.com 

LABEL FOR  SALE (still!)

In the last newsletter I offered a rare Bendigo 

Brewery label, (as you will remember.) The 

response was underwhelming to the extreme. 

NOT ONE OFFER. 

I was totally unaware that all members had a 
copy of this rare label, either that or the apathy 
of members to actual collecting is amazing. 

I mentioned this at the February meeting and the 

feeling seemed to be, show us a picture. 

OK here it is, and now if I do not get any 

inquiries this time, I might as well give 

collecting away, mind you, no point trying to sell 

my collection, no one would be interested. 

Here are the details again: 

I have been contact by a person (non label 

collector) who was willed a Bendigo Bitter label. 

The label is in absolute mint condition, (never 

been near a bottle) and as the Bendigo Brewery 

was acquired and closed by CUB in 1947, it is of 

course, at least 58 years old. 

 If you are interested in this label, and would like 

to make an offer, (registered mail at cost if 

required by post, normal mail NOT offered) 
please contact Jack Wilks with your offer by  8th

April, or if attending the April VBLCS meeting, 

on that day, 10th of April. My contact details 

are:

Jack Wilks, 65 Tiverton Drive Mulgrave 3170,  
(03)9561 4221, jwilks@dodo.com.au

From Clive Windley 

Members please note that there are plenty of 

packs of 500g of club label stocks available by 

sending a pre paid 500g. postage bag.  Please 

make sure that the bag is one of the red and 

white plastic ones that are available from Post 

Offices Australia wide for $4.40. 

Send the bag to: 

The Assistant Secretary 

Clive Windley 

29 Madeline Street 

Glen Waverley 

Victoria, 3150. 



From the Editor 

Thank you to David Kew for the correspondence 

regarding new Mini/Micro Breweries in the 

Barossa Valley. I have forwarded this 

information to Alan Richards who, no doubt, 

will be able to follow them up. 

Peter Lawson has asked me to update the Club 
Website because he wishes to advertise his 
willingness to exchange various labels. See the 
Buy, Swap & Sell section. 

From the Treasurer

New members 

Number 696 

Colin Murphy 

3/301 Rowan Street 

Golden Square 

Bendigo

Victoria 3555 

Number 697 

Peter Lawson 

156 Liverpool Road 

Goolwa

South Australia 5214 

Phone: (08) 8555 3389 

Mobile 04 0800 7114 

Email: lawsontribe@iprimus.com.au

Number 698 
Bob Manouge 

36 Browning Street 
Tea Tree Gully 
South Australia, 5091 

Address change 

Ian Buller 

6 Wildman Street 

Wallaroo 

South Australia 5556 

(08) 8823 2188 

Email Address correction: 

The email address reported in an earlier edition 

of the club newsletter for Davide Lenaz was 

incorrect. His correct details are: 

Davide Lenaz 

Via Stuparich 16 

34125 Trieste 

Italy

Email: newdawnfades2000@yahoo.it 

Forthcoming Meeting Dates 

10 April 2005, 

12 June 2005, 

14 August 2005, 

9 October 2005, 

11 December 2005. 

CLUB RAFFLES 

As at 24 February 2005, the following members 

have credit as listed: 

David Ellison Oct 2007 

Colin Murphy Aug 2006 

Spyros Repousos June 2006 
Peter Simpfendorfer Dec 2005 
Jim Halsall Oct 2005 

Allister Graham Oct 2005 

Larry Ross Oct 2005 

Tony Elliot Oct 2005 

Craig Pelton Oct 2005 

John Webb Oct 2005 

Jim Colclough Aug 2005 

Don King April 2005 

In the April raffle, each prize will feature a 

Volum Brewing Company label. 

 1st prize will have a Volum Sparkling Ale label. 
2nd prize will have a Geelong Dark Lager label 

3rd prize will have a Geelong bitter Ale label 

In addition each prize will contain a Resch’s 

Premier Lager label, 370 ml, circa 1980. 

All prizes will contain over 200 labels including 

some 20-25 year old Australian labels plus a 

variety of overseas labels. 

Tickets are $1.00 each with a maximum of two 

tickets ($2.00) per member. 

Available from Jack Wilks, 65 Tiverton Drive, 

Mulgrave, Victoria, 3170 



Label Issue March 2005. 

VICTORIA

Empire Lager with neck. 

Melbourne Bitter 375 

Victoria Bitter 375 

Carlton Draught 800 

Mountain Goat Hightail Ale 

Mountain Goat Pale Ale 

Mountain Goat India Pale Ale 

Stockade Hog's Head Prem. Draught with neck 

and back 

Stockade Hog's Head Gold with neck and back 

Stockade Pike's Oakbank Beer with neck and 
back

Stockade Pub Boy Lager with back 

NEW SOUTH WALES 

Reschs Real Ale 375 

Reschs Pilsener 375 

Carlton Sterling 

QUEENSLAND

XXXX Original Draught 750 

XXXX Original Draught 375 

XXXX Light Bitter 750 

XXXX Light Bitter 375 

XXXX Bitter 250 

Sanctuary Cove Prince Albert Lager 

Sanctuary Cove Colonial Export Dry 

Carlton Mid-strength 375 with neck 

Carlton Mid-strength 250 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

Coopers Mild Ale with neck 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Bootleg Raging Bull with neck 

Bootleg 10th. Anniversary with neck 

Plus bonus extra Australian labels from excess 

stocks and assorted foreign labels. Please note. 

Owing to occasional shortages of some 

microbrewery labels, the actual issue may not 

always match the published list. 

__________________________________________________________________________________

Here are some recent discoveries, thanks to Peter Lawson and Mike Bannenberg.



Dating Melbourne Bitter Labels
– From an Article by George Crompton 

Date Characteristics 

c1960-68 No Contents, Vertical Oval 

c1968 now 13 1/3 & 26 2/3 FL OZ. 

c1968-70 TV Shape & Melbourne Australia 

at bottom 

c1970-71 13 & 26 FL OZ. 

c1973 370 & 740 ml, note italic l

c1974 E15142 added 

c1976 Melbourne deleted 

c1980  lower case l in ml, later 375 & 
750 ml 

c1982 capital L in mL. 

 Australia E15142 now around 
central M. 

 alc/vol added. 

c1984 Product of Australia added at 
bottom. 

 375 mL label smaller in size. 

 Initials of 5 printers shown. 

 16 Bouverie St. in outer border. 

c1990 4c. refund, later 5c refund at 

Container Collection Depots in 

S.A.

c1991 M changed to MB. 

 TV shape changed to horizontal 

rectangle

 Approx. grams of alcohol shown 

 A.P.N. code added 

c1992 MB changed to M 

 Grams of alcohol/bottle 

c1994 batch codes deleted 

 address changed to 1 Bouverie St. 

c1995 approx Standard Drinks added 

c1998 Address changed to 77 Southbank 

Boulevard

c2000 Recycle logo added 

 when sold in S.A. added to refund 

statement 

c2002 volume changed to 800mL 

The above dates apply to Melbourne Bitter and 

are shown as circa as not all breweries changed 

all their labels at exactly the same time. Changes 
were made according to sales and stocks. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Is this Australias first brewer of lager beer? 

Wally Vears sent me a short article, which reads: 

In the Official Catalogue of the Melbourne International Exhibition, 1880, in the entry under Class 73 – 

Fermented Drinks, is 

“1379 Taegtow F, Hobson’s Bay Brewery, Williamstown, Melbourne. 

Bottled Ale and Porter, LagerBeer.” 



ODE TO KENT 

Long before Ned Kelly strained the rope at Melbourne Gaol
and well before the steamship took the place of square rigged sail
An enterprising gentleman arrived on Sydney’s shores
and as he wandered through the streets, past ironed men and whores 
He chose a place to hang his shingle up for all to see 
“JOHN TOOTH, GENERAL MERCHANT & COMMISSION AGENCY”. 

His business prospered quickly and quite soon his fortune made 
especially when he dabbled in the wine and spirits trade. 
His bank account was fattened as each bottle left the shelf, 
but deep within he had a dream to brew some beer himself. 
So Tooth took on a Brewer who could help him make his beer. 
He chose his site and bought the land in Chippendale that year. 
Blackwattle Creek flowed through the block, right past the Brewhouse door. 
The scene was set, the plant was built, it was 1834. 

So when the product went on sale in October the following year 
the public lined Parramatta Street to sample Kent Brewery’s beer. 
The porter sold out very quickly and so did the three strengths of ales 
and Newnham and Tooth established their beers as the finest in N.S.W. 
But financial affairs in the Colony were not very healthy at all 
and six Sydney breweries in less than five years would eventually go to the wall 
but Kent Brewery was the survivor, the Invicta trade mark was well known, 
when Newnham and Tooth went their own separate ways with rural pursuits of  their own. 
Three nephews would soon run the Brewery as the nation’s first gold had been won 
and the Colony’s men headed west with their pans, it was 1851. 

So Robert, Frederick and Edwin Tooth were the Managing Partners at Kent 
when a fire broke out in 1853 almost razing the establishment 
The malt kilns were lost in the morning and the rollers and engines at night, 
with the damage assessed to be 5,000 pounds the future was not looking bright. 
Without looking back for a moment, the Tooth brothers chose to rebuild. 
With the new brewery running in less than two months they soon had the back orders filled 
The Brewery continued to prosper as the gold rush continued out west 
and the bales of wool were shipped  back to “the Dart” where Merino was deemed to be best 
With Kent’s value nearing a million pounds, they offered the company in shares 
380,000 for the public, the rest were retained by Tooth’s heirs. 
The partners decided that this was the way of making a big company great 
So Tooth and Co. then became Tooth and Co. Ltd. in June of 1888. 

At the turn of the twentieth century, when money was generally scant, 
a decision was made in the board room at Kent to double the size of the plant. 
The result was the Irving Street Brewery as well as the Carlton Street Store, 
the buildings were not long completed when the nation was dragged off to war. 
but in typical Tooth and Co. fashion, they supported men’s choice to enlist 
and committed to pay, whilst the men were away, the Brewery wages they missed. 
When the Great War was finally over and the men drifted back to our shores 
there was no unemployment for those who’d left Kent, as the Brewery held open it’s doors. 
but sadly for twenty-eight families, there were some who would never return 
in respect of these losses, with consent of the bosses, a payment was made by the firm. 



The company kept on expanding, it seemed everyone wanted Tooth’s brews 
and the prospects of growing were certainly showing, when a new style of beer hit the news. 
It was brewed by a different process, and amber in colour and clear 
It was brewed, then fermented, then cellared for months and described as a Lager style beer. 
It’s release was extremely successful and found favour with women and men 
and with company profits surpassing their dreams, it was time for expansion again. 
So Tooths purchased  Waverley Brewery to supplement produce from Kent, 
as demand for their products continued to grow, it would prove to be money well spent. 
In the midst of the great depression it was seen to be brave at the time. 

But now Tooths owned Resch’s - “The beer that refreshes” it was 1929. 

The thirties and forties were difficult years and the world went to war once again 
and just as before, when the world went to war, the Brewery would lose some good men. 
As well as producing the beer for our troops, from the Company’s kettles and tuns, 
the machine shops would have extra duties, in machining the barrels of guns 
The produce from Kent was heavily sought, as our soldiers had tastes most specific, 
so they sent off abroad, all the plant could afford, to the Middle East and the Pacific. 

The plants were at capacity at Resch’s and at Kent 
as Tooth and Company’s market share had topped eighty percent. 
In 1956 the Brewery’s beer first flowed in clubs 
and Tooth’s could boast the ownership of seven hundred pubs. 
The clubs proved very popular and drinking trends were shifting 
The Tooheys brewery realised this and found their profits lifting. 

Tooth’s had failed to gauge the impact clubs would have on sales, 
which compromised the market share enjoyed in New South Wales. 
The “Old Boys Club” of management at Kent were slow to act, 
while Toohey’s bought machinery and changed how beer was packed. 
They also relocated to a new plant out of town 
which caught the “old boys” back at Kent with all their trousers down. 
The challenge by Toohey’s for market share was aggressive and blatantly clear, 
yet the bosses on Broadway continued their business as if they had nothing to fear. 

In the early seventies accountants made it clear, 
that management would have to change the way Tooth’s made their beer. 
Embarking on a programme to replace the plant at Kent, 
a Brewhouse and Fermenter block saw many millions spent. 
They then rebuilt Filtration with a plant to treat the water 
and knocked down K.B. tower for the racking lanes on order. 
The older buildings on the site were levelled with the land 
and in their place a bottling hall and canning floor would stand. 
The demolition finished and construction all but done 
The plant was near completion, it was 1981. 

So after the refurbishment the plant was looking great, 
but really all the work they’d done was twenty years too late. 
Their modern, hi-tech brewery was worth more than they’d spent 
but tragically their market share was forty-seven percent. 
Failed merger talks with Hooker left the Company in doubt 
And in June of 1981 Adsteam would buy Tooth’s out. 
In a statement to the media Adsteam made their intentions clear 
They might be experts in business, but they had little knowledge of beer. 
So the mark of Invicta was still on the label 



and the contents within were the same 
It was business as usual, just as before 
Brewing beer under Tooth & Co.’s name 

In 1982 the papers had a tale to tell,
The Courage plant which Tooth’s had bought 
they now had plans to sell 
Despite four years of trying,
since they’d purchased the Brewery down South 
They couldn’t convince the Victorian folk
to put N.S.W. beer in their mouth 
So C.U.B. took the Brewery 
from the Adsteam Company’s hands 
but sadly for Kent and the N.S.W. drinkers 
this was not the extent of their plans. 

So Tooth and Company’s market push to sell beer interstate 
had failed to have much impact but had somehow sealed their fate 
The boardroom down in Melbourne had decided the motion be put 
Now they would push into N.S.W. with the boot on the other foot 
C.U.B. were playing hard, buying millions of Tooth and Co. shares 
and by August of 1983 the modern Kent Brewery was theirs. 

In every yard and passageway, no matter where you went 
there’d be a group of workers, discussing the future of Kent. 
It wasn’t long before the Carlton bosses came to town 
to firmly squash the rumours that we might be closing down. 
In meetings with their employees they stated their intent 
They wanted growth of market share to come through owning Kent. 
Not only had they bought a modern plant to brew their ales, 
They now could market ‘Melbourne beer’ as ‘brewed in N.S.W.’. 

The loyal local drinkers would resist the change at first 
they only wanted Tooth’s or Resch’s beer to quench their thirst 
but over time they dropped their guard and Carlton got their share 
and where a Resch’s tap once was a Foster’s tap was there 
It wasn’t lack of loyalty that saw them lose the fight 
but more the fact that their favourite beers no longer tasted right 
Carlton’s new expansion plans were soon to be unfurled 
They’d purchase breweries overseas to ‘Fosterise” the world. 

Throughout the early nineties it seemed all was going as planned 
but  Foster’s sales were falling and VB was in demand 
It didn’t matter very much how a drinker’s money was spent 
provided that the beer they drank was one produced at Kent 
The other change in drinking trends was how the beer was packed, 
the sales of beer in cans were down and beer in glass was back. 
In light of this it seemed absurd when we heard of the Company’s planning 
despite the demand for bottled beer they replaced the machinery in Canning. 

You can’t become an expert in big business overnight 
but when you’ve been here long enough you know when things aren’t right 
Repeatedly they told us that Kent’s produce was too dear 
and that the breweries interstate were making cheaper beer 



But when we got our costing down and got the plant on track 
we got congratulations but no brewing volume back. 
Again we heard the rumours that our future was in doubt 
Their billions spent on U.S. wine just wasn’t working out 
In order to repay the debt of  money poorly spent 
the rumour was they’d cash in on the land value of Kent. 

The Company finally showed their cards in August 2002 
declaring they would spend six months deciding what to do 
By now most employees could see the writing on the wall, 
The only news we waited for was when the axe would fall. 
And when the big announcement of Kent’s closure came to be 
they didn’t have the decency to tell us personally 
Instead they let the newspapers release their plans in print 
By February 2005 no beer would flow from Kent. 

So all so very sadly as this poem draws to a close 
so does a Sydney landmark almost everybody knows. 
Shortly after all the amber nectar’s squeezed from Kent 
developers will capitalise on money they have spent. 
No longer shall you sense the smell of sweet wort on the boil 
or ponder what’s inside Kent’s walls or how the workers toil. 

My memories of life at Kent are vivid, treasured ones 
of brewing smells, fermenters, boiling kettles and mash tuns 
of happy, smiling faces, lots of laughter, lots of jokes 
of rotund, ruddy brewery workers, - all of them good blokes. 
Of tradesmen who were craftsmen, who maintained a plant so old, 
the heat inside the  maltings and the cellars oh so cold 
The stairways, lifts and passageways, the pipes the pumps and such 
my union and my delegates, to whom I owe so much. 
The Foremen and the Leading Hands who’d give your work to you 
and honey pots we’d stop at when there wasn’t much to do. 
Of copperwork and stainless steel and bronze and brass that shone. 
The steam leaks, pressure gauges and coal boilers long since gone. 
The countless migrant liquor trades who’d come from overseas, 
I’d never known such accents, drawls and languages as these. 
The dreaded initiations, to be hosed, or greased, or floured, 
“You’ll be O.K. son, grab your things, get upstairs and showered”. 
In years to come I’ll reminisce of memories such as those 
and mourn the day I heard them say that Kent Brewery would close. 

To all my fellow workmates, I bid you all adieu, 
May you have success and happiness in everything you do 
I hope with time and planning you’ll achieve your dreams and goals. 
To Management, who closed our plant, - may the devil be kind to your souls! 

KENT BREWERY, 1835-2005. 
The bitter end! 

Bags.






