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PRESIDENT’S PAGE 

 

G’Day.  

 

A very spirited and healthy group attended our February meeting at the Carlton Brewhouse. 

I am pleased to say bookings for the venue have been confirmed for 2019. It is a great venue 

and centrally located in Abbotsford. If time permits, you can have a plant tour after the 

meeting but I recommend booking prior as they are very popular. In addition to the location 

you have Burnley Brewing, Moon Dog and Mountain Goat breweries within close 

proximity. Give it a try. 

 

It was pleasing to see a new member Tom Cavanagh and partner attend the meeting. There 

were labels everywhere and I was convinced Tom thought it was Christmas again. I am 

surprised at the number of local members that cannot make or attend our meeting. There is 

great friendship and lots of labels for the taking to enhance your collection. Also, great to 

see Gary McNair and wife Rose attend. Gary’s health does not permit him to drive so Rose 

gives Gary great support and effort for him to continue his enjoyment meeting his mates and 

adding to his label collection. 

 

Last week I travelled to the Victorian high country to visit a few breweries. In three days, I 

visited Malt Shed in Wangaratta, Bridge Road brewers and Billson’s in Beechworth, 

Rutherglen Brewery in Rutherglen [closed], Byramine Homestead brewery [outside of 

Yarrawonga] and Buffalo brewery [Boorhaman]. Over 1000 kms were covered and 

accommodation and hospitality excellent. I recommend you do your visiting in the 

afternoons of Thursday, Friday and Saturday. An exciting trip for those with a little bit of 

time. I missed a few breweries around Bright and Myrtleford. Lots of beers to be purchased 

as well as a few specialty bottle shops if you are limited in travels and time. 

 

In my last Presidents Page, I mentioned we raised $200 from our Christmas raffle in support 

of the Children’s Hospital. I am pleased to say the VBLCS Committee has agreed to double 

that figure and forward a cheque for $400 to support a needy cause. A special thanks goes to 

those that purchased tickets and those that donated brewing related items. 

 

Remember, it is your Society, so the more we all contribute the healthier we are in 

developing our knowledge and friendship. 

 

Give us your contributions and feedback. 

 

NOTE - our next meeting is at the Carlton Brewhouse - Abbotsford on Sunday 14th April 

2019 gathering at 12.00 for a formal meeting at 1.00pm. The Carlton Brewhouse offers good 

food including hamburgers and a range of Carlton products. Members are invited to stay for 

further live entertainment when available. 

 

Cheers and best wishes 

 

Rob Greenaway. 

President – VBLCS 



FEBRUARY  2019  MEETING  NOTES 

 

The February 2019 meeting was held at the Carlton Brewhouse in Abbotsford on Sunday 

10/02/2019 and commenced at 1.00 pm. 

 

APOLOGIES: 

Kieth Deutsher and Phil Withers. 

 

WELCOME: 

New member - Tom Cavenagh and partner 

Long time member returning Gary McNair and partner Rose. 

 

MINUTES: 

The minutes from the December meeting were read and the following comments were 

received: 

Thanks to Michael Bannenberg for running the Xmas raffle 

The Tooths Stout poster that was won by Rob Greenaway was forwarded to Sydney where it 

was well received. 

 

FINANCES: 

Our financial position is still ok and the membership is stable with no outstanding renewals. 

Moved by David Dobney and seconded by Graeme Crompton. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE: 

- We received a letter from the CELCE label collectors club informing us that they are no 

longer able to exchange labels with us. 

- Our meetings have been booked at the Carlton Brewhouse at least until December. 

- The Malt Shed Brewery in Wangaratta has thanked us for allowing them to reproduce the 

old Buffalo Brewery labels. 

- Alan Richards reports that the Napoleon Brewery has changed their name to the Detour 

Brewery. 

- Ross Mackie reports that several new breweries have opened in his neck of the woods. 

- Wayne Richardson reports that the Brewhouse in Queenscliff has three of their own labels 

plus one for the “Q” Train and one for the Roro ferry. 

- The Athletic Club Brewery in Ballarat has been closed up. 

 

RAFFLES: 

The raffles were then drawn and the lucky winners were: 

A70 Bob Smith, D63 Ron Kemp, B71 Umit Ugur, C72 Ray Everingham, D72 Umit Ugur. 

The lucky door prize was won by new member, Tom Cavenagh. 

 

The meeting then closed at 1.30 pm. with 17 members signing the register. 

 

I look forward to catching up at the next meeting. 

Cheers  

 

Angus MacEwan 



FROM  THE  EDITOR 

 

We spent a few weeks in Mornington Peninsula as we do every December/January. While 

visiting the wineries and berry farms I came across two new beers. First one was “Hand 

Crafted Ale” from T‘Gallant Winery which I’m told only available at the winery. The 

second beer was Cherry Beer from Red Hill Cherry Farm which is available at the farm as 

well as some liquor shops around the Peninsula. 

 

  
 

I also found Jack’s Beer Shampoo and Jack’s Beer Body Wash, both 

Australian, at the local supermarket. The back label says: “At the close of 

World War II in Europe, Australian Veterans returned to the homeland 

with beer shampoo as their novel new way of washing hair and Jack’s was 

born. Perfect for everyday use, Jack’s beer shampoo is rich in proteins 

which help to smooth hair follicles and nourish.” 

 

We went to Western Australia for a week towards the end of January to 

visit the wineries and breweries in Margaret River. When we went there in 

2011, there were only a handful of breweries but this time we visited 16 

breweries in the region, and the first one was Occy’s Brewery in 

Dunsborough. This brewery was somewhere in the bush before with only 

a few types of beer. It is now located in the centre of town with more than 15 types of beer 

on tap. I had a tasting pad consisting Occy’s Czech Pilsner, In Zid Pilsner, Draught Breaker 

IPA and Troppo APA. 

 

 
 

Eagle Bay Brewing is located in the Eagle Bay area, north-west of Dunsborough. They 

follow the German Purity Law. There are six types of beer available on tap (and bottles) at 

the moment: Pale Ale, Lager, Kolsch, Amber Ale, Black IPA and India Pale Lager which we 

had them all on our tasting pad (labels are shown on centre pages). 



  
 

Black Brewing is located in beautiful settings beside a lake in Wilyabrup, north of Margaret 

River. They have six different beers at the moment: BaoBao Milk Stout, Lager, Saison No 1, 

Pale Ale, IPA, Fresh Ale and a cider some packaged in cans some in bottles (labels are 

shown on centre pages). We tasted the four beers shown in photo below right. 
 

  
 

Cheeky Monkey Brewery is a big establishment in Margaret River. I had the opportunity to 

talk to the head brewer Dylan Hunter and he kindly gave me a roll of “Rum & Raisin Bock” 

labels produced for the 2017 GABS. This label is distributed to members with this 

newsletter (other Cheeky Monkey labels are shown on cover pages). 

 

  



The Beer Farm is located in an old dairy in Margaret River. The hay shed is turned into a 

tavern and the brewey is in the round house. They had 9 different beers and a cider: 

Australian Pale Ale, West Coast Lager, IPA, Milk Stout, American Barley Wine, Pale Ale, 

India Pale Lager, Asam Boi Gose, Black Lobster Gose, Western Cider, some of them 

packaged in cans and some in bottles (two labels are shown on centre pages). We tried four 

of them on a tasting pad. 

 

  
 

Cowaramup Brewing is an 8hl brewhouse, bar and restaurant located north of Margaret 

River. There are six different beers: IPA, Porter, Pilsener, Special Pale Ale, Hefeweizen and 

Lightsign Summer Ale. They are available in big 946 ml cans. Unfortunately I couldn’t get 

any of the labels. We had the porter and the Special Pale Ale. 
 

   
 

Bootleg Brewery and Restaurant is located in picturesque settings by a lake north of 

 

  



Margaret River. There are five beers (Prohibition Pils, Session Ale, Tom’s Amber, 

Speakeasy IPA, Raging Bull) and a cider available in bottles at the moment.  

 

The Grove Brewery and Distillery is located in a bush setting by a lake north of Margaret 

River. They produce five different beers: Bighouse Ale, Boring Beer, Brewer’s Stash, 

Gangster Stout and House Ale. I met the brewer, Doug Whiteside, who was kind enough to 

give me a set of his labels (shown on centre pages). They also produce spirits like rum, 

whisky, gin, absinthe and various liquors, ports and muscat. We tasted the beers as well as 

their ports and muscat. 

 

  
 

Colonial Brewery, like most of the breweries in the region, is located by a lake with a huge 

garden area. Their core range consists of six beers (Draught, Small Ale, IPA Australia, Pale 

Ale, South West Sour, Porter) and a cider (Bertie Cider) all packaged in cans. 

 

  
 

Opened in 2016, Brewhouse Margaret River is located in Margaret River township, 

amongst Karri forest on the north bank of the river. There is a huge indoors and outdoors 

area which was almost full when we got there late in the afternoon. We had their big tasting 

pad for 8 glasses consisting of Kuttback Kolsch, Black Duck Lager, Golden Groper, Bastard 

Brown, Inji Pale Ale, Red Track IPA, Undies Oatmeal Stout and 8 Ball Double IPA (some 

labels shown on centre pages). 



  
 

Bush Shack Brewery is located in a bush setting in Ferguson, southeast of Banbury. There 

were fourteen different beers available when we were there and we tasted them all: Milky 

Wh-Ale, Chilli Beer, Twisted Lemon Lager, Smash Ale, Yallingup Old, Chocolate Beer, 

Marmalade Gose, Ginger Beer, Scream’n Cream’n, Passionfruit Beer, Kick’n Kole, Mango 

Madness, Old Pa’s Sars and Black Cherry Bliss. Fifteen of their labels shown on centre 

pages. 

 

  
 

We had lunch at Mash Brewhouse in Bunbury where there is no production as the beer 

comes from their brewery in Swan Valley in Perth. We tasted their Abbey Ale, Copy Cat 

AIPA, Freo Doctor WA Lager and Challenger English IPA. 

 

  
 

Old Coast Road Brewery, located at Myalup between Bunbury and Mandurah, hasn’t 

changed much since I visited last time in 2011. Unfortunately the beautiful labels depicting 6 

vintage cars, 6 old tractors and 6 historical sailing ships are no longer available. I had their 

Scotch Ale. 



  
 

Thorny Devil Brewery, used to be called Cape Bouvard Brewery, is located at the Cape 

Bouvard Winery at Herron, south of Mandurah. They have Pale Ale, Blonde Ale, Mandurah 

Local Lager, Passionfruit IPA and a cider in bottles. I had their Passionfruit IPA. 

 

  
 

We had dinner at the Little Creatures at Fremantle and had their “Elise WA Ale” which 

I’m told only available in Western Australia. 

 

   
 

The last brewery we wisited, on the way to airport, was Blasta Brewery located in 

Burswood, an easter suburb of Perth. There are seven beers available on tap: Burswood 

Lager, Chainbreaker IPA, Grimster Rocks Pale Ale, Myway Grapefruit IPA, Unleash the 



Beast NEIPA, Blastaweizen Hefeweizen and Tangerine Dreams Hefeweizen. We tasted the 

first five beers with our meal. 

 

 
 

  
 

Thanks to Robert Greenaway, Angus MacEwan, Phill Langley for their contribution to this 

issue of the Newsletter. 

 

Umit Ugur 

February 2019 
 

 

HOTTEST  100  KIWI  CRAFT  BEERS  OF  2018 

 

In a major poll of the country’s craft beer lovers, Garage Project’s ‘Pernicious Weed’ has 

taken the title of New Zealand’s favourite craft beer. The 8% Double IPA (India Pale Ale) 

topped a list of over 900 beers produced by more than 60 breweries in the annual GABS 

Hottest 100 Kiwi Craft Beers poll. 

 

Based on the highly successful Hottest 100 Aussie Craft Beers which has been run for the 

past eleven years, and created by the team behind GABS Beer, Cider & Food Fest, the third 

edition of the Kiwi poll saw thousands of craft beer lovers around the country vote for their 

five favourite craft beers of the year. The results shine a spotlight on the trends, brands and 

breweries shaping the booming craft beer industry. 

 

The win tops a remarkable showing from Garage Project, with the prolific brewery also 

claiming second place with the recently rebranded ‘DFA’ (formerly known as Death From 



Above), as well as another 23 positions throughout the list with beers ranging from white 

peach sours to barrel aged porters. 

 

Results: 

 

1 Garage Project PERNICIOUS WEED (Imperial IPA) WGN* ↑2 

2 Garage Project DFA (Specialty Beer) WGN* NEW GABS ↔ 

3 Panhead SUPERCHARGER (American Pale Ale) WGN ↓2 

4 Behemoth LID RIPPER (New England IPA) AUK* ↑9 

5 Behemoth SNOW MEXICAN (Imperial Stout) AUK* NEW ☆ 

 

     
 

6 Garage Project PARTY & BULLSHIT (New England IPA) WGN* ↓1 

7 Behemoth DUMP THE TRUMP (American IPA) AUK* 

8 Deep Creek BREWTIFUL HAZE (New England IPA) AUK* NEW ☆ 

9 Garage Project HAPI DAZE (New Zealand Pale Ale) WGN* ↑1 

10 Epic HOP ZOMBIE (Imperial IPA) AUK* ↓6 

11 Garage Project FRESH IPA (New England IPA) WGN* NEW ☆    

12 Garage Project BOSS LEVEL (Imperial IPA) WGN* ↑12 

13 Garage Project GARAGISTA (American IPA) WGN* ↑2 

14 Liberty PROHIBITION PORTER (2018) (Wood-Aged Beer) AUK* ↑16 

15 Parrotdog KEITH (New England IPA) WGN* NEW ☆    

16 8 Wired CUCUMBER HIPPY (Berliner Weisse) AUK* ↓7 

17 Garage Project WHITE MISCHIEF (Gose) WGN* ↑11 

18 Funk Estate JUNGLE BOOGIE (Kettle Sour) BOP* GABS ↓2 

19 Parrotdog BITTERBITCH (New Zealand IPA) WGN* ↓5 

20 Liberty KNIFE PARTY (American IPA) AUK* ↓8 

21 Liberty CITRA (Imperial IPA) AUK* ↓13 

22 Liberty YAKIMA MONSTER (American Pale Ale) AUK* ↑4 

23 Garage Project WHITTAKER’S CHOCOLATE BEER (Sweet Stout) WGN* NEW ☆    

24 Deep Creek MISTY MIYAGI (New England IPA) AUK* NEW ☆ 

25 Garage Project FUZZ BOX (New England IPA) WGN* ↑4 

26 Epic ARMAGEDDON (American IPA) AUK* ↓20 

27 Parrotdog SUSAN (New England IPA) WGN* NEW ☆ 



28 Panhead RAT ROD HAZY IPA (New England IPA) WGN NEW ☆    

29 8 Wired iSTOUT AFFOGATO (Imperial Stout) AUK* NEW ☆    

30 Parrotdog COLIN (American IPA) WGN* NEW ☆ 

31 Garage Project OMG (New England IPA) WGN* NEW GABS ☆ 

32 Panhead QUICKCHANGE XPA (American Pale Ale) WGN ↓11 

33 Parrotdog FALCON (American Pale Ale) WGN* ↑15 

34 Garage Project CEREAL MILK STOUT (Sweet Stout) WGN* ☆ 

35 Behemoth TRIPLE CHOCOLATE MILK STOUT (Sweet Stout) AUK* ↓2 

36 8 Wired FISTFUL OF CHERRIES (Mixed Fermentation Sour) AUK* ↓4 

37 Deep Creek LUPULIN EFFECT DOUBLE IPA (Imperial IPA) AUK* ↑7 

38 Garage Project PILS N THRILLS (New Zealand Pilsner) WGN* ↓2 

39 8 Wired HOPWIRED (New Zealand IPA) AUK* ↓16 

40 Garage Project LOS LOBOS (American IPA) WGN* 

41 Garage Project MUTINY ON THE BOUNTY (Extra Stout) WGN* ↑19 

42 Fortune Favours THE NATURALIST (New Zealand Pale Ale) WGN* ☆   

43 Garage Project YUZU RISING SUN (Specialty Beer) WGN* ☆ 

44 Outlier Cartel CLOUDBURST (Imperial IPA) AUK* NEW GABS ☆ 

45 Behemoth 6 FOOT 5 (American IPA) AUK* ↑37 

46 Deep Creek HOPPY McHOPFACE (Imperial IPA) AUK* ↓26 

47 Garage Project TRIPLE DAY OF THE DEAD (Specialty Beer) WGN* ☆   

48 Liberty HALO PILSNER (New Zealand Pilsner) AUK* ↓11 

49 Fortune Favours THE WELLINGTONIAN (New Zealand IPA) WGN* NEW ☆    

50 McLeod’s PARADISE PALE ALE (International Pale Ale) NTL* ☆ 

51 8 Wired WILD FEIJOA (Mixed Fermentation Sour) AUK* ↑14 

52 Epic THUNDER (American Pale Ale) AUK* ↑15 

53 Garage Project HOPS ON POINTE (New Zealand Pilsner) WGN* ↑4 

54 Behemoth UNDER-ARM (Australian IPA) AUK* NEW ☆ 

55 Garage Project DAY OF THE DEAD (Specialty Beer) WGN* ↑42 

56 Boneface BIG UNIT (Imperial IPA) WGN* NEW ☆ 

57 Urbanaut COPACABANA (Brut IPA) AUK* NEW ☆ 

58 Behemoth IM-PEACH-MENT (Kettle Sour) AUK* ↓16 

59 Garage Project VERBOTENE FRUCHTE (Schwarzbier) WGN* NEW ☆    

60 Panhead GREEN FOG FRESH HOP IPA (New Zealand IPA) WGN NEW ☆   

61 Sawmill RASPBERRY SOUR (Kettle Sour) AUK* NEW ☆ 

62 Behemoth MUSIC CITY (New England IPA) AUK* NEW ☆ 

63 Garage Project BEER (Pale Lager) WGN* ↓23 

64 Parrotdog FORGET-ME-NOT (American IPA) WGN* 

65 Emerson’s HAZED & CONFUSED (International IPA) OTA ☆    

66 Garage Project COCKSWAIN’S COURAGE DOUBLE BARRELLED (Specialty Beer) 

WGN* ☆ 

67 8 Wired LOKOMOTIV MERLOT (Imperial Stout) AUK* NEW ☆ 

68 Behemoth BRAIN SMILES (New England IPA) AUK* NEW ☆    

69 Behemoth DRINK YESTERDAY NO.1 (New England IPA) AUK* NEW ☆    

70 Birkenhead BEAUTIFUL TROUBLE (NINKASI COLLAB) (American IPA) AUK* ↓51 



71   New New New SYNAPTIC VOYAGE (Kettle Sour) OTA* NEW ☆    

72 Behemoth MOCHA MADNESS (Imperial Stout) AUK* NEW GABS ☆ 

73 Behemoth PRETTY PRETTY PRETTY PINEAPPLEY (American Pale Ale) AUK* 

NEW ☆    

74 Deep Creek ALOHA GUAVA PASSIONFRUIT SOUR (Berliner Weisse) AUK* NEW 

☆    

75 Epic TRIPLE ALPHA (Imperial IPA) AUK* NEW ☆    

76 Behemoth BRAVE BIKKIE (English Brown Ale) AUK* ☆ 

77 Brave TIGERMILK IPA (American IPA) HKB* ☆ 

78 Epic LOVE & AFFECTION (American IPA) AUK* NEW ☆    

79 Epic MAGIC DUST (American IPA) AUK* ↓61 

80 McLeod’s 802 #13 UNFILTERED IPA (New England IPA) NTL* NEW ☆    

81 8 Wired HIPPY BERLINER (Berliner Weisse) AUK* GABS ↓38 

82 Boneface UNIT (New Zealand IPA) WGN* ☆ 

83 Boneface HOPTRON (American Pale Ale) WGN* ↑1 

84 Good George IPA (New Zealand IPA) WKO* ↓57 

85 Sawmill JUICEBOX EAST COAST IPA (New England IPA) AUK* ☆    

86 Emerson’s BIRD DOG (American IPA) OTA ↓64 

87 Liberty OH BROTHER (American Pale Ale) AUK* ↓26 

88 Panhead THE VANDAL (New Zealand IPA) WGN ↑8 

89 Sawmill XPA (New Zealand Pale Ale) AUK* ↑4 

90 Bootleg APEHANGER (American IPA) WKO* ↓41 

91 Bach VELVET MARLEY (Specialty Beer) AUK* NEW GABS ☆ 

92 McLeod’s TROPICAL CYCLONE (Imperial IPA) NTL* ↓16 

93 Behemoth CHEECH & CHONG BLAZY IPA (New England IPA) AUK* NEW ☆    

94 Behemoth THE DUDE ABIDES (Imperial Stout) AUK* ↓77 

95 Garage Project ARO NOIR (American Stout) WGN* ↓25 

96 Behemoth CHUR (New Zealand Pale Ale) AUK* ↓15 

97 Garage Project DIRTY BOOTS (American Pale Ale) WGN* ☆ 

98 Garage Project BLOCK PARTY (New Zealand IPA) WGN* NEW ☆    

99 8 Wired JUICE TRAIN (New England IPA) AUK* NEW ☆    

100 Alibi IT’S A MAD MAD MAD MAD WORLD (American Stout) AUK* NEW GABS 

☆ 

 

KEY 

↔ Maintained position from 2017 

↑X Up X places from 2017 

↓X Down X places from 2017 

☆ First Hottest 100 appearance 

* Brewed by an independent brewery 

NEW Brewed for the first time in 2018 

GABS A ‘Festival Beer’ brewed especially for GABS Beer, Cider & Food Fest 

 

Source: Media Release 



BOTANY’S  FIRST  BREWERY  AND  TAPROOM  OPENS 

 

One Drop Brewing Co, a new brewery and taproom, has opened in the Sydney suburb of 

Botany, after two and a half years of planning from husband and wife team Meg Barbic and 

Clay Grant. 

 

The couple, who are long time locals to Botany, sold their house and went on to build the 

brewery. 

 

“We chose Botany as it is our proud home, our roots, our community,” says Meg Barbic. “It 

is the perfect place. And what better time than to launch Botany’s first brewery than in the 

very year of Botany’s postcode: 2019. 

 

“One Drop Brewing Co. is inspired by the same foundational 

ideals of reggae music with its signature One Drop beat. The 

same ideas of community, humanity, one love, free thinking and 

unique creative self-expression inspire us. It is what beats within 

that allows us all to connect to community, freedom, love of life, 

and love of good times. The idea of One Drop is one small 

change can create a change that ripples outward.” 

 

On a family trip to the Croatia last year visiting family, they met 

their head brewer – New Zealander Nick Calder-Scholes – who 

had been setting up and working at the Garden Brewery in 

Zagreb, following a stint at Fourpure Brewing in London. 

 

“We got talking and in what started as a 10-minute chat with 

Clay, resulted in Nick getting on board, moving over and 

becoming our head brewer,” says Barbic. “My husband is also a 

Kiwi.” 

 

The brewery’s flagship beer is the sessionable Botany Bay 

Lager, while it also has an XPA, a pilsner, a double IPA, a sour and a table pale. In addition, 

a blueberry sour and a mango sour are due to be released in a few weeks, and Calder-

Scholes is going to start making more experimental styles. 

 

The taproom is a converted warehouse with a beer garden. 

 

“It’s very chilled out, very family friendly, very dog friendly,” says Barbic. “It’s in an 

industrial location, which is a nice juxtaposition to what’s going on there. 

 

“The most important thing we’ve learned is there is no one way to do anything. You have to 

do what feels right for you. That’s the only way you can create something new – not looking 

to what everyone else is doing but stick to your own vision.” 

 

Source: Beer & Brewer, 31 January 2019 



BEER  BOOSTS  AUSTRALIAN  ECONOMY 

 

Beer generates $16.9 billion a year to the Australian economy and accounts for just over one 

per cent of GDP new research has found. 

 

In a new report into the economics of beer conducted by CIL Allen Consulting for the 

Brewers Association of Australia, it was also found that 95 per cent of all beer sold in 

Australia is made locally. 

 

Production of beer supports over 143, 00 Australian jobs (more than 105, 00 full-time 

equivalent). 

 

Brewers Association of Australia Chief Executive Officer, Brett Heffernan, said many 

Australians believe beer plays a role in Australian culture, but some are not aware of how 

much the beverage contributes to the economy. 

 

“Beer alone, independent of its flow-on effects through the broader economy, supports 14, 

297 full-time Australian jobs in its direct supply chain and generate $6.2 billion in economic 

activity each year,” Heffernan said. 

 

“When you add in the jobs and economic inputs beer drives across agriculture (primarily 

barley and hops); the broader supply chain, including manufacturing, packaging and 

transport sectors; through to pubs, clubs, cafes, restaurants and retailers; beer production in 

Australia generates a massive 105,148 full-time equivalent jobs and $16.9 billion a year to 

the economy. 

 

“For every direct full-time equivalent job making beer in an Australian brewery (3,954), a 

further 26.6 jobs are created elsewhere in the economy”. 

 

“Every Australian schooner of beer sold in pubs and other licensed premises contributes 

$6.24 to GDP, while its off-license equivalent in packaged liquor store beer sales contributes 

$2.73 to GDP”. 

 

“The complete 2015-16 data on beer and taxes is also compelling. Australian beer drinkers 

poured almost $3.8 billion into government coffers – that’s $2 billion in excise and $1.78 

billion in GST. Australian Government tax is the single biggest ingredient in the cost of a 

beer. 

 

“Over 9.1 million Aussies celebrate with a beer. Who knew that Aussie beer is, itself, worth 

celebrating? It’s a huge supplier of local jobs”.  

 

“It’s a major economic driver and revenue raiser for government. It’s also the spice of life, 

so enjoy in moderation, secure in the knowledge you’re doing your country a favour.” 

 

Source: http://www.ausfoodnews.com.au 



   
 

   
 

   
 

  
 

  



  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

 



  
 

  
 

   
 

   



   

 

   

 

   

 

   

 

   



HOTTEST  100  AUSSIE  CRAFT  BEERS  OF  2018 

 

Now in its eleventh year, the GABS Hottest 100 Aussie Craft Beers poll shines a powerful 

spotlight on the trends, brands and breweries shaping the booming craft beer industry.  

 

Described by Australian Brews News as “the largest and most influential people’s choice 

poll in the land,” the 2018 edition saw a record 31,000 beer lovers place more than 155,000 

votes for their favourite craft beers of the year, then celebrate the live countdown on Sunday 

27 January, many at the 45 official events held around the country. 

 

From a field comprising some 2,350 beers from more than 260 breweries, Gold Coast 

brewery Balter claimed the title of Australia’s favourite craft beer for the second year 

running with their ‘XPA’ (Extra Pale Ale). Part-owned by champion surfers Mick Fanning, 

Joel Parkinson, Josh Kerr and Bede Durbidge, Balter has proven to be a dominant force in 

the craft beer landscape, as evidenced with an impressive three beers in the top ten, 

including their IIPA (Double IPA) and IPA (India Pale Ale) in 6th & 7th position 

respectively. 

 

Results: 

 

1 Balter XPA (Pale Ale) QLD*  ↔ 

2 Stone & Wood PACIFIC ALE (Australian Pale Ale) NSW*  ↔ 

3 BentSpoke CRANKSHAFT (American IPA) ACT*  ↔ 

4 Young Henrys NEWTOWNER (Australian Pale Ale) NSW*  ↔ 

5 Bridge Road BEECHWORTH PALE ALE (Australian Pale Ale) VIC*  ↑4 

 

      
 

6 Balter IIPA (Imperial IPA) QLD* NEW  ☆ 

7 Balter IPA (American IPA) QLD*  ↔ 

8 KAIJU! KRUSH! TROPICAL PALE ALE (Pale Ale) VIC*  ↑2 

9 Hop Nation JEDI JUICE (New England IPA) VIC* GABS  ↓1 

10 Gage Roads SINGLE FIN (Australian Pale Ale) WA*  ↓5 

11 BentSpoke BARLEY GRIFFIN (Australian Pale Ale) ACT*  ↑16 



12 BentSpoke CLUSTER 8 (Imperial IPA) ACT* NEW  ☆ 

13 Your Mates LARRY (Australian Pale Ale) QLD*  ☆ 

14 Black Hops PALE ALE (Australian Pale Ale) QLD*  ↑6 

15 Capital COAST ALE (California Common) ACT*  ↑10 

16 BentSpoke SPROCKET American IPA ACT*  ↑8 

17 Coopers ORIGINAL PALE ALE (Australian Pale Ale) SA* 

18 Big Shed BOOZY FRUIT (New England IPA) SA* NEW GABS  ☆ 

19 Balter CAPTAIN SENSIBLE (American Pale Ale) QLD* NEW  ☆ 

20 Green Beacon WINDJAMMER (American IPA) QLD*  ↑16 

21 Capital ROCK HOPPER (American IPA) ACT* NEW  ☆ 

22 Coopers SESSION ALE (Pale Ale) SA*  ☆ 

23 BentSpoke RED NUT (Red IPA) ACT* NEW  ☆ 

24 Balter STRONG PALE ALE (American Pale Ale) QLD* NEW  ☆ 

25 Furphy FURPHY REFRESHING ALE (Kölsch) VIC  ↑13 

26 Philter XPA (Australian Pale Ale) NSW*  ↑7 

27 Capital TRAIL PALE ALE (American Pale Ale) ACT*  ↑1 

28 Stone & Wood CLOUD CATCHER (Australian Pale Ale) NSW*  ↑18 

29 Jetty Road PALE ALE (American Pale Ale) VIC*  ☆ 

30 Pirate Life MOSAIC (American IPA) SA  ↓24 

31 Young Henrys NATURAL LAGER (Kellerbier) NSW*  ↑30 

32 Modus Operandi SONIC PRAYER (American IPA) NSW*  ↓11 

33 Modus Operandi FORMER TENANT (Red IPA) NSW*  ↓21 

34 Hemingway’s PITCHFORK BETTY’S (American Pale Ale) QLD*  ☆ 

35 The Welder’s Dog FARMHOUSE GINGER BEER (Ginger/Spiced Beer) NSW*  ☆ 

36 Dainton BLOOD ORANGE NERIPA (New England IPA) VIC*  ↑49 

37 10 Toes PIPELINE (Australian Pale Ale) QLD*  ☆ 

38 Grifter PALE (Australian Pale Ale) NSW* 

39 The Welder’s Dog AUSTRALIAN WHEAT ALE (American Wheat) NSW* NEW  ☆ 

40 4 Pines PALE ALE (American Pale Ale) NSW  ↓24 

41 One Mile 4:21 (Kölsch) NT*  ☆ 

42 The Welder’s Dog INDIA PALE ALE (Australian IPA) NSW* NEW  ☆ 

43 Black Hops HORNET (American IPA) QLD*  ↑12 

44 James Squire ONE FIFTY LASHES (Australian Pale Ale) NSW  ↓22 

45 Thirsty Crow VANILLA MILK STOUT (Sweet Stout) NSW*  ↓11 

46 Coopers SPARKLING ALE (Australian Sparkling Ale) SA*  ↑51 

47 Bridge Road BEECHY SUMMER ALE (Australian Pale Ale) VIC*  ☆ 

48 Burleigh TWISTED PALM (Australian Pale Ale) QLD*  ↓1 

49 Capital EVIL EYE (Red IPA) ACT*  ↑19 

50 Hop Nation THE DAWN (New England IPA) VIC* NEW  ☆ 

51 One Mile RDO (Pale Ale) NT*  ☆ 

52 Akasha HOPSMITH (American IPA) NSW*  ↑2 

53 Feral HOP HOG (American Pale Ale) WA  ↓39 

54 Fortitude PACER (American Pale Ale) QLD*  ☆ 

55 Moon Dog OLD MATE (American Pale Ale) VIC*  ↑16 

56 Green Beacon WAYFARER (Pale Ale) QLD*  ↓3 



57 Gage Roads LITTLE DOVE (American Pale Ale) WA*  ↓46 

58 Pirate Life PALE ALE (American Pale Ale) SA  ↓35 

59 Akasha KORBEN D. (Imperial IPA) NSW*  ↓15 

60 Colonial PALE ALE (American Pale Ale) WA/VIC*  ↓1 

61 Capital SUMMIT SESSION XPA (Pale Ale) ACT* NEW  ☆ 

62 Little Creatures PALE ALE (American Pale Ale) WA/VIC  ↓36 

63 CoConspirators THE MATRIARCH (New England IPA) VIC*  ↓23 

64 Wayward RASPBERRY BERLINER WEISSE (SOURPUSS) (Berliner Weisse) NSW* 

65 Balter PILSNER (Classic Pilsner) QLD*  ↓22 

66 Gage Roads ATOMIC (American Pale Ale) WA*  ↓31 

67 10 Toes LONGBOARD (Australian Pilsner) QLD*  ☆ 

68 Moon Dog BEER CAN (Hoppy Lager) VIC*  ☆ 

69 Pirate Life IPA (American IPA) SA  ↓54 

70 10 Toes HAPPY DAYS (American IPA) QLD* NEW  ☆ 

71 Burleigh BIGHEAD (Pale Lager) QLD*  ↑18 

72 Nail VPA (Pale Ale) WA*  ↓41 

73 One Mile NO LIMITS (American IPA) NT*  ☆ 

74 Green Beacon 3 BOLT (American Pale Ale) QLD*  ↓18 

75 Yak Ales WILD YAK PACIFIC ALE (Pale Ale) VIC  ↓46 

76 Jetty Road INDIA PALE ALE (American IPA) VIC* NEW  ☆ 

77 Brouhaha STRAWBERRY RHUBARB SOUR (Kettle Sour) QLD*  ☆ 

78 Grifter SERPENTS KISS (Fruit Beer) NSW*  ☆ 

79 Pirate Life IIPA (Imperial IPA) SA  ↓66 

80 Blackman’s JUICY BANGER (Hoppy Lager) VIC*  ↑2 

81 4 Pines INDIAN SUMMER ALE (American Pale Ale) NSW  ↓40 

82 One Mile OTTO’S (Irish Amber/Red) NT*  ☆ 

83 Mornington Peninsula SQUID RISING (New England IPA) VIC* NEW  ☆ 

84 Modus Operandi DREAM WEAVER (New England IPA) NSW* NEW  ☆ 

85 Mornington Peninsula SQUID SUPREMACY (New England IPA) VIC* NEW  ☆ 

86 3 Ravens JUICY (New England IPA) VIC*  ↓69 

87 Bridge Road BLING (American IPA) VIC*  ↓39 

88 Black Hops SUPER HORNET (Imperial IPA) QLD*  ☆ 

89 Young Henrys SUMMER HOP ALE (Australian IPA) NSW*  ↓32 

90 Big Shed GOLDEN STOUT TIME (Sweet Stout) SA * GABS  ↓45 

91 Fixation FIXATION IPA (American IPA) VIC*  ↓61 

92 Batch PASH THE MAGIC DRAGON (Kettle Sour) NSW*  ☆ 

93 Your Mates DONNIE (Porter) QLD*  ☆ 

94 Young Henrys MOTORCYCLE OIL (Porter) NSW*  ☆ 

95 Young Henrys AFENDS HEMP IPA (Specialty Beer) NSW* NEW  ☆ 

96 Colonial SOUTH WEST SOUR (Hoppy Sour) WA/VIC* NEW  ☆ 

97 Capital HANG LOOSE JUICE BLOOD ORANGE NEIPA (New England IPA) ACT* 

NEW  ☆ 

98 Sauce TRUBBLE & SQUEAK (New England IPA) NSW* NEW GABS  ☆ 

99 Sauce BUBBLE & SQUEAK (New England IPA) NSW* NEW  ☆ 



100 Feral BIGGIE JUICE (New England IPA) WA  ↓17 

 

KEY 

 

↔ Maintained position from 2017 

↑X Up X places from 2017 

↓X Down X places from 2017 

☆ First Hottest 100 appearance 

* Brewed by an independent brewery (as defined by the Independent Brewers Association) 

NEW Brewed for the first time in 2018 

GABS A ‘Festival Beer’ brewed especially for GABS Beer, Cider & Food Fest 

 

Source: Media Release 

 

RAFFLES 

 

As at March 2019, the following members have credits as listed: 

 

Richard Rathbone  Feb 2020 (2) 

Ron Kemp   Oct 2019 (2) 

Jim Stewart   Feb  2019 (2) 

Wayne Richardson  June  2019 (3) 

 

Note: Numbers in brackets are the number of tickets per raffle. 

          Tickets are $2.00 each. Maximum of 5 tickets per raffle. 

 

Would mail entrants please specify how many tickets they would like in each raffle? 

Members who do not specify a number will be allotted two (2) tickets per raffle, funds 

permitting. 

 

In the April 2019 raffle there will be five prizes. The 1st prize is a Lager Beer label from 

Queensland Brewery, 2nd prize is an Emu Pilsner Beer label from the Swan Brewery, 3rd 

prize is an Emu Bitter label from the Swan Brewery, 4th prize is a Hannan’s Lager label from 

Kalgoorlie Brewing and the 5th prize is a Bitter Ale label from Carlton Brewery. 

 

     
 

The prizes will also include a variety of other labels.  

 

Tickets are available from Phill Langley, 17 Jarvis Crescent, North Dandenong, VIC 3175 

and also at the April meeting. 



LABELS  ISSUED  WITH  THIS  NEWSLETTER 

 

Owing to frequent shortages of microbrewery labels and different quantities of matching 

back and neck labels, the labels issues may not be the fully published list. 

 

Lion [XXXX] XXXX Gold  750ml 

                               XXXX Bitter Ale 750ml      

 

Lion [Tooheys] Old Dark Ale 

                                

Albatross                Mordy Carnaval Pale Ale 

                               Wolf Pack Baycider 

                               Expresso Ale 

 

Stone and Wood Cloud Catcher 500ml 

 

Cheeky Monkey Rum and Raisin Bock 

 

Red Duck  The Curious Badger 

 

Bridge Road  Beechy Summer Ale 

                               Fat Man Red Suit. 

                               New World Lager 

                               Mayday Hills x2 varieties 

                               Three Blue Ducks 

 

Bargara     Thirsty Turtle      

 

Edge             Ashes to Mashes 

 

Coopers       Sparkling Ale 750ml linen finish 

                               Pale Ale   

                               Best Extra Stout 

 

Mildura                  Honey Wheat 

 

3 Ravens               Imperial Stout 

                               Barley Wine 

                               Heavy Double IPA 

                               Moussey Juicy 

                               Original Cola Beer 

                               Yuzu Juicy     

 

White Rabbit       Sour Red [very limited] 

                                      

Also included is a range of Spanish and Italian labels. 



VBLCS sends it’s thanks to Lion [XXXX], Coopers, Edge, Toohey’s Albatross, Mildura, 

Red Duck, Bridge Road, Cheeky Monkey, Stone and Wood, White Rabbit, Bargara, 3 

Ravens, CELCE our Spanish friends and Amici Della Birra our Italian friends for 

contributing labels to this issue. 

 

The Committee sends a big thank you to Alan Richards for painstakingly individually 

cutting the labels from rolls for mailing. A special thank you to Ross Mackie, Umit Ugur, 

Alan Richards and Cor Groothuis for obtaining these labels for members. 

 

 

SHAPESHIFTER:  ADELAIDE’S  LATEST  BREWING  BUSINESS 

 

Select Adelaide retailers were the first to stock a new range of local craft beers last Friday 

with the first commercial release by Shapeshifter Brewing Company. 

 

Adelaide’s latest beer start-up currently contract brews but with about 40 per cent of its first 

commercial release already sold, the founders feel they are resonating with consumers.  

 

Co-owners Kevin Mulcahy and James McCall met in 2016 when they were completing a 

Certificate III in Food Processing (Microbrewing). Mulcahy, the experienced business 

person, and McCall, the homebrewer, decided to team up, inspired by what Mulcahy 

described as an “interesting and vibrant” craft brewing scene in Adelaide. 

 

Mulcahy told Brews News that he didn’t feel he had to invest immediately in their own 

equipment or premises to launch a craft beer brand. 

 

“It’s interesting looking at the business plans of a lot of the other breweries as to how 

they’ve done it,” he said. 

 

“Ultimately the brewhouse model is the best one but to get yourself established there are 

many routes you can take and really for us, the contract brewing one was the best route to 

get to where we wanted to be in the future. 

 

“We really knew that we had some good ideas for beers and I guess that we wanted to get 

the brand established. 

 

“We thought, we can do that through the contract-brewing model first of all, to get the beers 

out there and to make sure that people like them and engage with the brand, and once that’s 

all happening we can make the bigger investment in our own equipment.  

 

“We just got impatient, we just wanted to get the brand out there,” Mulcahy said. 

 

Shapeshifter’s first four beers are currently brewed across the border at the Sow & Piglets 

Brewery in Port Campbell, Victoria. 

 

Currently available in cans and kegs are the Shapeshifter New World Pilsner, Hazy IPA, 

Pale Ale Single Hop Series Idaho 7 and Session Ale. 



After two years of pilot brewing, Shapeshifter’s first commercial batches were created in 

early December 2018. 

 

“We gave a slightly longer fermentation period so they would be crisper and cleaner,” 

Mulcahy explained. 

 

“More time meant the beers clarified naturally, which means we didn’t need to add anything 

to speed up the process. 

 

“We naturally carbonated the beers in their tanks, and with the late hopping, we ensured 

there was plenty to taste, and we think we got that balance pretty right.” 

 

The single hop series has been established at the outset, Mulcahy said, because the market is 

already flooded with pale ales. 

 

“Certainly, with a pale ale, you’ve got to do something pretty special,” he said. 

 

“With all our beers, as clean as they are and in keeping the branding as clean as it is, we had 

to make every one interesting and appealing and have some sort of hook-in that people are 

going to engage in.” 

 

    
 

Mulcahy told Brews News that by May this year, Shapeshifter will have its own caravan to 

act as the brewery’s first direct-to-consumer platform. 

 

“That’s going to be a big part of what we do for this year, that’s to sell our own beer at 

events through the caravan and then also into bottle shops and venues,” he said. 

 

“Once we’ve done that, we certainly will look at our own taproom by the end of the year.” 

Mulcahy said that the initial business plan will be flexible. While acknowledging they have 

to walk before they can run, Mulcahy told Brews News he aims to grow volumes enough to 

be able to distribute east. 

 

Source: BrewsNews, 30 January 2019 



BREWPUBS  WILL  SAVE  OLD  HOTELS 

 

A veteran WA hotelier is bringing the brewery to the pub. 

 

By the end of the month the renowned Windsor Hotel in South Perth will be serving lagers 

and ales made in its new, on-premise brewing facility in what will be a radical development 

for the State’s beer industry. And it is one that several other local publicans are watching 

with keen interest. 

 

While brewpubs have popped up across the west coast as the craft beer industry enjoys 

remarkable growth, Ogdens Brewery marks a significant change in that an existing hotel – 

and one with so much history – has opted to produce its own wares. 

 

The Windsor Hotel was built near the banks of the Swan River in 1898 and was heritage-

listed 23 years ago as a prime example of the two-storey federation-style buildings that 

dotted WA at the turn of the 20th century. As drinking trends change, they can be too big to 

fill and heritage listing means – fortunately – they can’t be knocked down. The venue is 

owned by Geoff Ogden, whose family has had a long involvement in the State’s hotel 

industry, including running the Albion in Cottesloe, the Gosnells Hotel and the White Sands 

Tavern in Scarborough. 

 

But the Windsor Hotel, 350 metres from the Perth Zoo and directly across the river from the 

Perth CBD, has always had a special place in the hearts of the Ogden clan. While the façade 

can’t be altered because of heritage regulations, the pub has still undergone plenty of internal 

changes with a full dining room and magnificent outdoor beer garden drawing on Balinese 

and Singaporean influences added in recent years. 

 

However, in the past couple of months a 6HL kit that can produce 2000 litres of beer a week 

has been squeezed elegantly into a corner of the outdoor area. On first inspection observers 

would think the brewery has been there since the hotel’s opening day because it is 

unobtrusive and befitting its space. 

 

Experienced WA brewer Damien Bussemaker has been brought on board to oversee the 

project, which emerged as a simple matter of hospitality economics. “It costs a lot to buy 

beer for a hotel like this and it seemed more beneficial to brew our own,” Bussemaker said 

while going through the final preparation of the operation he has overseen since September. 

 

“The price of beer is not cheap, especially if you want a special beer. I used to have a rule 

that if you drank more than a carton of beer a week you might as well brew your own. I 

think now at particular pubs when they get to a certain volume it is better to cut out the 

middle man and make it themselves. And you also don’t have to pay for transport.” 

 

“If you sell anything over 50,000 litres of beer a year – and I’m certainly not privy to the 

business operation at the Windsor but I’m guessing it is well over that level and some – then 

why not get your own kit?” 



Central Perth hasn’t had a semblance of brewing culture for 40 years. And even during the 

boom brewery periods of the 1800s the city had facilities of production rather than venues 

that sold beer they made directly to the public. 

 

The Swan Brewery was initially established in 1857 in what is now the mid-point of the 

CBD. From 1879 it operated on the edge of Swan River at the base of Kings Park without a 

general sales outlet of note before moving to the outer suburb of Canning Vale in 1978. And 

so went the city’s only brewery. Five years ago, the brand shifted to Adelaide. 

 

A small bar and brewery were later re-established at the old Swan site on Mounts Bay but it 

is more renown as a restaurant and function room rather than being a hotel or drop-by pub. 

 

The Northbridge Brewing Company, James Squire Generous Squire, Bright Tank and Blasta 

have fostered a fresh trend of brewpubs in or near the heart of the city but they have been 

established in new, custom-constructed buildings. 

 

The Ogdens Brewery development is similar Lion’s 2017 installation of the Eumundi 

Brewery in the iconic Imperial Hotel in Queensland’s Sunshine Coast hinterland. “I have 

been awaiting this moment in WA beer culture for 14 years – to have this relationship 

between the customer, the brewery and where the beer is sold,” Bussemaker said. 

 

“The customer becomes more engaged and they will drink more quality beer because they 

are at the brewing source. We are giving the drinker the theatre of brewing and that will also 

appeal to the Windsor customers. I wouldn’t be surprised if there are more of these 

breweries being put in existing old-style pubs in Perth.” 

 

WA brewing consultant St John Hammond, who was behind the Indian Ocean Brewery set-

up in the northern suburb of Mindarie, has overseen the implementation of Ogdens Brewery. 

 

Because of constraints the new brewhouse doesn’t feature a boiler or hot liquor tank and 

doesn’t have to deal with steam. Elements in the kettle and an instant hot water system help 

overcome the shortfalls. 

 

The existing Windsor Hotel clientele aren’t radical craft beer consumers. And Bussemaker, 

who spent five years with German-themed operation Elmar’s in the Swan Valley before 

spending a couple of years up the road at Mash Brewery, will curate the Ogdens beer list to 

suit the current tastes of patrons. 

 

“There will be a Lager, a Draught on the lines of a German Ale, a Session Ale and an 

American Pale Ale,” he said. “Lagers are the most popular at the Windsor at the moment. 

The Lager will be between a Helles and a Pilsner. That is my speciality having worked at 

Elmar’s for so long and I love the style. I really enjoy making them. 

 

“Even at Elmar’s, and I suppose around the world, the most-sold style is Lager. A well-made 

Lager is hard to beat and I know it will be just as popular coming out of the Windsor’s own 

brewery.” 

 

Source: BrewsNews, 6 February 2019 



DUBBO  TO  GET  ITS  FIRST  CRAFT  BREWERY 

 

The New South Wales town of Dubbo will welcome its first craft brewery this year with 

Devil’s Elbow Brewery beginning construction this month. 

 

Two years in the making, Devil’s Elbow executive team members include Brendon 

O’Sullivan, Paul and Melissa Knaggs and David Rich. School friends since kindergarten, the 

four founders are excited for a career change. Joining the executive team is Leanne 

O’Sullivan, Alison Attenborough including Adam & Lara Russo, Ceridwyn Usback and 

silent partner shareholders. Of the diverse team of shareholders, only the brewery’s silent 

partners have backgrounds in the craft brewing industry. 

 

O’Sullivan told Brews News that until now, craft beer hadn’t been developed much in 

Dubbo. “There are maybe three venues that focus on selling craft beer and we, for the first 

time last year, had a craft beer festival,” O’Sullivan said. “We were stunned that no one had 

actually built a craft brewery given that Orange has two or three and even Mudgee has one 

and Mudgee is tiny,” he said. 

 

Orange has a population of just under 40,000 and Mudgee just under 11,000. 

 

“The city of Dubbo has a population of about 50,000 but we have a catchment of about 

200,000. So we can actually sell craft beer to a quarter of a million people,” O’Sullivan 

explained. 

 

Dubbo is also famous for its Taronga Western Plains Zoo, which he said attracts one million 

tourists to the area each year. 

 

Having spoken with several industry experts, O’Sullivan said one of the most important 

pieces of advice he received was to ensure that the brewery involve the community and the 

city. With that in mind the team decided to name the brewery after a section of the 

Macquarie River that runs through Dubbo. 

 

“Along the river we have the Devil’s Hole,” he explained. 

 

Not the most aesthetically attractive name for a brewery, O’Sullivan said that they decided 

to go with Devil’s Elbow instead, and name the brewery after a local campground that wraps 

around the river. 

 

“We thought it was a good play on words, it’s an aspect of the city, it’s a part of the river 

and it’s a drinking motion.” 

 

O’Sullivan told Brews News that the beers will also be named after aspects of the local area. 

 

The Devil’s Elbow brewery and taproom will be built from scratch on a 2,500-square-metre 

paddock block. The building will take up 800-square-metres and will include space for a 

mezzanine, a bar, cafe and kitchen, as well as an outdoor area. The 12hL brewhouse is  



provided by manufacturer Bespoke Brewing Solutions under the guidance of it’s owner John 

Gonzales, who has many years of experience in the craft beer industry. 

 

Located just off the highway at 4 Asset Way, Blueridge Business Park, Dubbo NSW 2380, 

Devil’s Elbow will be the first building visitors see driving into town. 

 

Although his name cannot yet be revealed, Brews News can confirm that a brewer from 

Newcastle will be heading up Dubbo’s first craft brewery. 

 

Source: BrewsNews, 14 January 2019 

 

 

BREWER’S  ASSOCIATION  (USA)  REMOVES  “TRADITIONAL”  

FROM  DEFINITION  OF  CRAFT  BEER 

 

The US Brewer’s Association has updated its definition of craft beer, removing the outdated 

requirement that the majority of beers be “traditional”, allowing brewers to innovate in new 

areas without sacrificing their ‘craft’ status, The Drinks Business reported on December 19. 

 

Since the launch of the BA’s original craft brewer definition in 2006, the craft brewing 

industry has more than tripled in size and market share, with 7,000 breweries now operating 

in the US. 

 

Previously, the organisation’s definition of craft covered those brewers deemed to be “small, 

independent and traditional”.  

 

Small means that the brewer has an annual production of six million barrels of beer or less.  

 

Independent means that “less than 25% of the craft brewery is owned or controlled by an 

alcoholic beverage industry member who is not themselves a craft brewer”. While the 

“small” and “independent” definitions remain unchanged, “traditional” has been replaced 

with “brewer”. 

 

Previously, “traditional” related to “a brewer who has either an all malt flagship (the beer 

which represents the greatest volume among that brewers’ brands) or has at least 50% of its 

volume in either all malt beers or in beers which use adjuncts to enhance rather than lighten 

flavour.” That term has been replaced with “brewer”, which more simply requires a craft 

brewer to “1) be in possession of a TTB Brewer’s Notice and 2) make beer”. 

 

“The primary implication of this change is that a brewer is no longer required to have a 

majority of its total beverage alcohol volume in beer,” the organisation states.  

 

“That means that companies that produce across beverage alcohol categories can be 

considered craft brewers if they meet the other requirements: produce less than six million 

barrels (of beer globally) and remain independent.” 



It means that brewers can still be considered craft, even if they are producing equal, lesser or 

greater volumes of other beverages, such as cider, mead, hard seltzers, sake or alcoholic 

kombucha. 

 

In 2017, approximately 60 small brewers were excluded from the Brewer’s Association’s 

data on craft beer, due to the requirement that at least 50% of its production was 

“traditional”. Going forward, these brewers will be included in data on the US craft beer 

industry. 

 

New definition of a US craft brewer, as defined by the Brewers Association from this 

month: 

 

Small: Annual production of 6 million barrels of beer or less (approximately 3% of US 

annual sales). Beer production is attributed to a brewer according to rules of alternating 

proprietorships. 

 

Independent: Less than 25% of the craft brewery is owned or controlled (or equivalent 

economic interest) by a beverage alcohol industry member that is not itself a craft brewer. 

 

Brewer: Has a TTB [Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau] Brewer’s Notice and 

makes beer. 

 

Source: The Drinks Business, 19 December, 2018 

 

 

BUY  -  SELL  -  TRADE  -  SWAP 

 

- Norman Long (101) wants Ballarat non-Bertie labels (Bitter, Light Bitter Ale, Pale Ale) 

and the first Ballarat Bitter label with Bertie which was “Brewed and Bottled by Ballarat 

Brewing Company Propriety Limited”. Will trade two old Ballarat labels from circa 1897 

(Extra Stout and Malt Ale). Contact Norman on 03-5373 8235. 

 

- Umit Ugur (603) wants to buy/trade labels/collections from Asia, Africa, Latin America 

and Ocenia. His address is: 2 McGahy Court, Templestowe, VIC 3106 e-mail: 

uugur@tpg.com.au 

 

BEER  &  BREWERY  NEWS 

 

- BentSpoke Brewing ‘Blazing Saddle’: BentSpoke has brewed a new beer with 23 chillies 

and heritage grains in celebration of Canberra’s 23rd annual National Multicultural Festival 

to be held on February 15. The National Multicultural Festival is Australia’s premier 

celebration of cultural and linguistic diversity. 

 

“Australia is lucky enough to have such a vibrant multicultural heritage, we just wanted to 

do our part as brewers to showcase it. Rich and I have fond memories of wandering the 

alleys of tents during the National Multicultural Festival, trying out new food from 

passionate people who love and are proud of their culture.” – BentSpoke brewer and co- 



owner Tracy Margrain. Brewed on-premise in Braddon, Blazing Saddle will be available at 

BentSpoke’s festival stall and brewpub and at King O Malley’s until sold 

out. 

 

- Australian Brewery ‘Pina Colada’: The Australian Brewery is re-

releasing its Pina Colada beer for Sydney-siders keen for a trip to a cabana. 

The Pina Colada is a 7.2% ABV milkshake NEIPA brewed with real 

pineapple, coconut and vanilla and lactose. 

 

The Australian Brewery has brewed this beer before with its friends at 

Bucket Boys. Pina Colada will be available on tap at these Sydney venues: 

the Australian Brewery, Bucket Boys, Pumphouse, The Prince, Union Hotel 

Newtown, Noble Hops, Grainstore and Minsky’s. 

 

- Bodriggy Brewing Co ‘Speccy Juice’: Bodriggy’s latest Speccy Juice release 

is a cloudy session IPA with a fresh mandarin, mango and apricot aroma. The 

beer was originally brewed in collaboration with Melbourne’s iconic Old Bar as 

a tribute to its pub footy team ‘The Old Bar Unicorns’. The Unicorns call beer 

Speccy Juice. With a big mouthfeel from “heaps” of Centennial, Citra and 

Ekuanot hops, Speccy Juice has an approachable 3.5% ABV. 

 

- Wayward Funky Pineapple Hand Grenade Brett IPA: Wayward Brewing 

Co. has announced the re-release of Funky Pineapple Hand Grenade 

(6.5% ABV) to kick off 2018, a beer 100% fermented with 

Wayward’s house strain of Brettanomyces. 

 

The brewery describes the beer as “a veritable explosion of tropical 

pineapple, mango, peach and citrus aromas, with the Brett 

fermentation adding an extra layer complexity and a dry finish with a 

hint of tartness.” 

 

- Twobays (Gluten Free) Pale Ale: Australia’s first dedicated gluten free brewery and 

taproom has released its Pale Ale (4.5% ABV) across the nation in cans. Brewed with millet, 

buckwheat and rice, the beer is described as “easy-drinking” with subtle citrus aromas. 

 

“We hope those who choose a gluten free lifestyle enjoy our first 

offering in cans,” said founding head brewer Andrew Gow. “And 

its early days, but I see no reason why we can’t make beers for 

everyone to enjoy, gluten intolerant or not.” 

 

Twobays has also revealed that a pilsner in can will follow, to be 

released sometime this year. 

 

- Stomping Ground Heartbreaker Piney Dancer IPA: The local beer world's naming 

game is strong at the minute, with this beer created by Stomping Ground and Melbourne 

good time joint Heartbreaker bearing one of the best puns around – one that anyone who's 

spent time enjoying the DJs and jukebox at the CBD bar will appreciate works on many 

levels. 



Focusing on the Piney of the title, the beer is a pineapple IPA. Like the Collingwood 

brewery's recent collab with BentSpoke – the Bentstomper citrus IPA – it drinks far more 

easily than you'd expect from a beer above 6 percent ABV and bearing the IPA tag. There's 

not too much in the way of bitterness; what this pale 'n' hazy drop has in abundance, 

however, is pineapple character thanks to the juice added to the mix. It lends some sticky, 

juicy sweetness to the mouthfeel then hangs around once the rest of the experience has 

passed, presumably waiting for the (pine?) needle to drop on one more classic. 

 

- Rocky Ridge Session and Elder Sour: The newest addition to Rocky Ridge Brewing 

Co’s core range is a ‘Session Saison’ designed for the warmer 

summer months. Citrus is added to the boil to create a light, tangy 

beer – and at 3.5% ABV, Session is designed for just that. 

 

The brewery has also teamed up with Two Birds’ Jayne Lewis to 

create Elder Sour (4.7% ABV). Brewed with Champagne yeast and 

Hallertau Blanc and Saaz Hops, as well as elderflower, it’s another 

beer perfect for summer. 

 

- Bright Brewery Treeehop Strong Pale Ale and Dive Bomb 

Citrus Summer Ale: No, it’s not a typo – Bright Brewery’s latest release Treeehop is, in 

their words, “brought to you by the letter E”. 

 

Brewed with Ekuanot, Enigma and Eureka hops, Treeehop Strong Pale Ale (6% ABV) is 

deep gold in colour and presents with an assertive bitterness and intense tropical fruit and 

dark berry flavours, thanks to a double dry hop. 

 

Dive Bomb, on the other hand, sits closer to the ‘easy-drinking’ 

end of the scale. At 4.8% ABV, the Kolsch-style summer ale is 

described as a “literal flavour bomb” with “summer citrus flavours 

of ginger and lemon peel”. 

 

Both beers are available exclusively at Bright Brewery and to 

members of its Mash Club. 

 

- Turkey: Beer prices in Turkey rose almost fivefold in the last ten years, according to the 

data released by Veri Kaynağı (Data Source), a watchdog monitoring socio-economic 

developments in the country. The average price of a bottle of beer was 2 Turkish liras in 

2009, but it jumped to 10 Turkish liras at the end of 2018. 

 

People who continue to consume alcoholic beverages are concerned with the rising prices, 

mainly caused by the increasing private consumption taxes in the country, according to 

Turkish news site T24. Turkish authorities added an additional 15.5 percent special 

consumption tax to alcoholic beverages in July. Turkey's stiff alcohol taxes in recent years 

have led to catapulting prices for beer. Some consumers have begun to produce home-made 

alcoholic beverages due to high taxes. 

 

Source: BrewsNews, Beer & Brewer and e-Malt 

 



VBLCS  BEER  LABEL  CATALOGUES 
Cairns, Rockhampton and Toowoomba                            28 pages $6.00 

Mildura (Northern Breweries)                              16 pages $3.50 

Northern Territory                              27 pages $6.00 

Kalgoorlie                                26 pages $6.00 

Old Ballarat                     19 pages $4.50 

Sovereign                        9 pages $2.00 

Anchor, Sail & Anchor, Matilda Bay                            18 pages $4.50 

South Australian & Associated Breweries                                154 pages $15.00 

Coopers Brewery                                      130 pages $15.00 

Sanctuary Cove Brewery                      23 pages $6.00                             

Courage Breweries                              $6.00 

Geelong Brewery                           $6.00 

Richmond Brewing Co                          $6.00           

Castlemaine Perkins                 $6.00 

CUB Queensland                           $6.00 

Tasmanian Breweries                 $7.50 

Swan Brewery Co                         $13.00 

Micro Breweries (1st Edition)                         $6.50 

Micro Breweries (2nd Edition)                         $8.50 

Micro Breweries (3rd Edition)                         $8.50 

 

All members please note: When sending cheques or money orders to the Secretary as 

payment for catalogues ordered, please make them payable only to “The V.B.L.C.S.”  Please 

do not make them payable to the Secretary, either by title or by name.  Copies of the Club 

Catalogues are obtainable from Angus MacEwan, 11 Harleston Road, Mt. Eliza, Victoria 

3930.  Ph: 03 9787 0225. ALL CATALOGUE PRICES ARE POST PAID 

 

 

MEETING  DATES  FOR  2019 
 

VBLCS meetings are held at the Carlton Brewhouse, 24 Thompson St, Abbotsford VIC 

3067, Melway Ref. 44 G7.  

 

Meeting dates for 2019 are:  

February 10 

April 14 

June 9 (AGM) 

August 11 

October 13 

December 8 

 

NOTE: As a general rule the meetings are held on the second Sunday of even numbered 

months. Starting time is 1.00 pm although many members come earlier for socialising.  



 

 

  
 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

CHEEKY MONKEY BREWERY LABEL 


