




Presidents Page 

It was sad for me to note the passing of 

Ozzie Bottrell on 18th February 2004. 

Ozzie was a very colourful character who 

will be missed by all in the VBLCS. A 

moulder and sawyer by trade, Ozzie was 

very well respected in his township of 

Noojee from where he would travel to 

meetings with his wife Sandra. I will 

especially miss his “hat”. Happy 

collecting in your new life Ozzie, we 

know you will have started already. 

Congratulations to our Label of the Year 

2003 winners, Cascade for Winter 

Warmer and Jamiesons Raspberry Ale. 

Both are excellent examples of artwork 

and packaging presentation. Jamiesons 

also won it in 2002, well done to Jeff 

Whyte, owner and brewer. We will 

arrange mounting and framing of labels 

on a certificate for presentation to the 

worthy winners. This years field was very 

competitive with Cascade beating XXX 

Sparkling Ale by four points in the Major 

Brewery section and Jamieson beating the 

Barham Brewery Cods Wallop by two 

points in the Micro Brewery section. 

Thank you members for your support, 

overall thirty plus members voted which 

was pleasing to see the interest. 

Considerable discussion has gone on 

about VBLCS policies, it’s Constitution 

and the advantages / disadvantages of 

incorporation. To review our position I 

have distributed a revised Constitution for 

comment and voting at our AGM. I would 

appreciate it if members take time to read 

it and give their approval / disapproval on 

the appropriate form. This will  give us a 

clear policy on the running of your 

Society. Please forward to Angus for 

collating. As always, comments via 

phone, letter or email are  always 

appreciated.

Our Liaison Officers are doing a fantastic 

job in making contact with the Breweries 

or notifying us of label changes for follow 

up, however I must stress please let us 

know of what is new in your bottle shops, 

media release of new products or what 

you may have heard on the Hop Vine. We 

can try to follow up with our Brewery 

contacts but we must be informed of the 

new releases. With alcohol reductions, 

volume changes and new styles always 

appearing, quick communication to your 

Committee is very important. A number 

have slipped through our fingers. 

I would like to take this opportunity to 

thank the Committee for their great 

support over the year. Although not 

official Committee members I do 

appreciate the work done by George 

Crompton, Michael Bannenberg, Jack 

Wilks and Alan Richards. Without the 

commitment and professional support 

these people give the Society we would 

not be recognised as a respected society 

in the Brewing Industry today.

Thanks guys. 

I will be unable to see you all at our AGM 

on 13th June ‘04 [Queens Birthday 

weekend] as I plan to holiday in far north 

Queensland.

Cheers and happy collecting. 

Rob Greenaway 



VALE – OSSIE BOTTRELL 

It is with deep regret that we record the passing of club member Osmond (Ossie) Bottrell. 

I first met Ossie about eight years ago when he inquired about beer label collecting and I 

introduced him to the VBLCS. 

He and his wife attended many VBLCS meetings, and many members will remember him, 

the small bloke with the full beard and his trademark hat. 

He was an enthusiastic and meticulous collector. 

I found out just how meticulous he was, when I visited him at his house at Noojee in 

Gippsland, Victoria. 

Ossie just didn’t collect beer labels; for, apart from being a VBLCS member, he also 

belonged to the Early Ford V8 Club of Victoria, the Galaxy Club, Warrigal Historical Car 

Club and the Antique Weapons Guild. 

He collected many things, and unlike some collections I have seen, everything was laid out 

in order and properly displayed. His whole house was a joy to walk through, looking at the 

items he had collected over the years. 

Being a museum curator, it would have come to him effortlessly. 

Outside the house was his pride and joy, a fully restored two-door pillarless Ford Galaxy

Ossie had bought for $500. After all his loving restoration, it is now worth many, many 

times that. 

I’ll always remember a jovial man, a great bloke to yarn with. 

Goodbye Ossie. 

For members who would like to know more about this collector extraordinaire, I refer you 

to page 64 of the Melbourne Herald Sun, March 24, 2004. 

The VBLCS extends their sympathies to his wife Sandra. 

Jack Wilks. 



Minutes of Meeting 11th April 2004

The meeting was held at the Club Tivoli in 

Windsor on Easter Sunday 11 April at 1.00pm. 

Prior to that, members and visitors conducted 

swapping of breweriana items and labels of 

interest.

As it was the Easter holidays, our numbers were 
down however 29 attended, 25 signed the 

attendance book. A warm welcome was 

extended to Colin Rich over from New Zealand. 

Apologies:
Angus MacEwan, Gary McNair, Clive Windley, 
Michael Bannenberg, Ray Everingham 

Prior to conducting business of the meeting, the 
President announced the sad passing of one of 
our colorful members Ozzie Bottrell. A moments 

silence was observed to reflect our times with 

Ozzie. Our Society has forwarded a note and 

condolence card to his wife Sandra and family.  

The minutes of the previous meeting were read; 

there was no business arising. 

Correspondence:

From Bev Smith inquiring on our policy for Life 

Membership,  

and Keith Deutsher supplying the President with 

information on Incorporation. 

General Business: 

1. People are requested to wear their name tags. 

2. Label of the Year nominations distributed and 

due in at the meeting. RG to count votes and 

arrange framed certificates for presentation to 

the winners. 

3. Our next meeting is our AGM, nominations 

for Committee members are  requested however 

the present office bearers are happy to continue. 

4. Colin Rich provided a huge range of old New 

Zealand labels for those  present and for 
distribution in the Newsletter, thanks Colin. 
5. The draft Constitution was discussed; the vast 

majority were happy with it. Please send or bring 

your comments to the AGM where it is to be 

voted on. 

6. A number of changes to labels have been 

noted particularly in South Australia. Would 

members please notify your Committee so they 

can be followed up. 

7. The 2004 Australian International Beer 

Awards commence next week. A trade show 

normally follows, see www.beerawards.com 

8. Alex Freer has updated his new VBLCS CD 

Catalogue to include 8000 labels. Alex has these 

available for sale at $25. Members agreed this 

was a very fair price considering the time and 

effort put in.

Mini Brewery report:

Tabled by Alan Richards. See main section of 

this Newsletter.

Raffle draw:

The lucky winners were:

Red B7         E Solaesa 

Purple E50   Umit Ugar 

Red B23       Ross Smith 

The meeting closed at 2.00pm and as it was a 

very pleasant and social day many members 

retired to the bar to discuss labels and avail 

themselves of coffee or the great range of local 

and German beers available from Club Tivoli. 

Your Committee looks forward to seeing you at 

our next meeting on 13 June which is also our 

AGM.

Rob Greenaway (filling in for Angus who is on 

holidays)



Alan Richards Mini Brewery Report - April 2004 

Bintara Brewery 

Club members Ray Everingham and Ivor Nicholson have both recently visited the Bintara 

Brewery (Rutherglen Vic) and found that they have released a Pilsner.  As is the case here, 

no mint labels were available but being self-adhesive, they are easily removed from the 

bottle if you buy the stubby.  As yet there is no retailer outside the Rutherglen area but it is 

possible to buy the beer over the phone or internet.

Blue Tongue 

The Blue Tongue (Hunter Valley NSW) has commenced bottling their Lager and Ginger 

Beer.  This advice has come from Ivor Nicholson who visited there recently.  Ivor is 

currently working towards obtaining labels for all club members and will hopefully be 

successful in the near future.  On an earlier visit Ray Everingham found the boiler had 

burst just before the first batch was produced but that problem seems to have been 

overcome. 

Bug Ocean Brewery 

Bug Ocean Brewery (Margaret River WA) is still concentrating on expanding the number 

of outlets taking their draught.  Once volumes of production and sales have established at 

the desired level they will turn their attention to bottling.  In the meantime they had word 

on two more breweries going into the Margaret River area, one of which will established 

as a relatively large concern with a bottling line planned in the initial set up 

Grumpys Brewhouse 

Grumpys Brewhouse at Verdun in the Adelaide Hills is to be relocated to Lobethal.  This 

news has come from club members Ben Lawrence who visited there recently.  Ben also 

passed on the news that they do not like emails or letters asking for labels.  Ivor Nicholson 

called in there a few weeks ago and managed to get (most probably) their last label – they 

have ceased bottling for the immediate future so have no labels in stock. 

Inchant Brewery 

Both Bill Attwell and Michael Doulton have passed on news of the Inchant Brewery 

(Guildford WA).  Members will no doubt remember that it has been sometime since they 

operated as the business failed and a receiver appointed.  Their brewing equipment and 

other assets were auctioned off in mid March.  At this stage we don’t know where the 

equipment has gone. 

Ironbark Brewery 

Bill is also hoping to get enough labels for all club members from the Ironbark Brewery at 

Caversham (WA).  They currently have four beers in stubbies. 

Jamieson Brewery 

Jamieson Brewery (Jamieson Vic).  They have changed the name of their Dark Wheat beer 

to Mountain Ale and issued a new label for it.  The club is expecting supplies within the 

next few days and they will be issued in the near future. 



Outback Brewery 

The Outback Brewery (Woodpark NSW) has been very busy with a number of new labels.  

There is a Lawson’s Lager, Dusty Road and a new generic front label.  This generic label 

is used for small batches of various brews that do not have their own formally printed 

label.  A smaller back label is produced on the office computer giving beer details and the 

like.  These back labels are printed as required so no stocks are available for members. 

Hopping Mad 

Hopping Mad (Orange NSW).  This brewery was discovered my Michael Doulton over the 

internet.  They have been operating since August last year and selling commercially since 

November.  Two beers are produced are both bottled.  At this stage the beer is only 

available locally but big plans are being developed.  Negotiations are currently underway 

to get these labels for all members.   

Buffalo Brewery 

Both Ray Everingham and Ivor Nicholson have both recently visited the Buffalo Brewery 

at Boorhaman (Vic).  There is no change to the labels however Ivor reported that the 

brewery is on the market. 

Brunswick Tavern 

The Brunswick Tavern Brewery (Brunswick Junction WA) has been put back a few 

months and is not now due to open until late 2004. 

Oxford 152 

There have been rumours that the brewery, Oxford 152 (Oxford St Bulimba Qld), 

intends to bottle. The brewery said that is certainly their intention but due to the delays 

caused by Queensland laws, it will be quite some time yet. 

CLUB RAFFLES 

As at 15th April 2004, the following members have credit as listed: 

Allister Graham Oct 2005 

Larry Ross  Oct 2005 

Tony Elliot  Oct 2005 

Jim Halsall  Dec 2004 

Craig Pelton  Dec 2004 

Spyros Repousos Oct 2004 

David Joseph Aug 2004 

Jenny Lowecki Aug 2004 

Allister Dowdall April 2004  

D. Ellison  April 2004 

In the June raffle, 1st prize will contain a rare Courage Australia 10th Anniversary label. 

All prizes will contain over 200 labels including some 20-25 year old Australian labels 

plus a variety of overseas labels. 

Tickets are $1.00 each with a maximum of two tickets ($2.00) per member. 

Available of Jack Wilks 65 Tiverton Drive Mulgrave Vic. 3170 



A FROTHY EXPERIENCE – A BRAVE TASTER AT LARGE. 

BY WAYNE RICHARDSON 

I am back from six weeks overseas and I have been asked to write my impression of the beer I tasted. 

Firstly I am not an expert in beer tasting, but I know what I like. 

HONG  KONG
To Hong Kong, the in-flight beer drunk was Heinekin. In Hong Kong the local beer is quite enjoyable

and cold, slightly on the lighter side. Hong Kong to London, we were upgraded to business class and  the 

beer served was BINTANG PILSENER from Indonesia. I did not think much of the taste; it was so  bad I 

turned to drinking wine instead. 

ENGLAND  &  SCOTLAND
In London most nights we ate in a local Pub and I drank “local“ beer - a pint costing about $4:70 to

$6:50. Local beer is at cellar temperature, but you could always get a nice cold Heineken and one or  two 
imported beers cold on tap also. One of the local beers I tried was GREEN KING IFA BITTER;  quite 

good, not too heavy and not as bitter as our VIC BITTER. In Oxford at the “Duke Of  Monmouth”, I was 

able to try MARTHA GREEN’S ALE; a nice brown colour, not too heavy and an enjoyable flavour. 

Also, GREEN KING ABBOT ALE 5%, at $2.08 per half pint; very dark in colour, creamy, thick, nice 

tasting brew, not a bad drop. I was also able to try CARLING LAGER on tap at the “Wig & Pen” in 
Oxford. It was a very good brew, light colour, light tasting and cold. 

On to Scotland, and in Edinburgh the TENNENTS LAGER was an excellent light colour, great flavour, 

very drinkable, and even my wife who usually does not drink beer, enjoyed it made as a shandy. I also 

tried TENNANT’S AMBER ALE. I did not enjoy this as much, it was a lot darker in colour, a much 
heavier brew. 

In Glasgow we ate at Harry Ramsden’s Fish & Chips restaurant where I was able to try their in house 

beer 70Th Anniv. bottling by Black Sheep Brewery, I did not like it at all. 

SPAIN  &  PORTUGAL 
On the whole the draught beer was good; both bottled & canned beer was always cold, mainly light 
amber colour, light tasting, very enjoyable, very drinkable. 

SPAIN:-  HEINEKIN. 

SAN  MIGUEL. 

AGUILA  AMSTEL  100 %  MALT. 

SANS  SOUCI  5.6 %. 

PORTUGAL:-  CERVEJA  JANSEN. 

MOROCCO
The only beer that I could buy was in the hotels & restaurants. It was FLAG ALE SPECIAL 240ml 
bottles $3 to $5 per bottle depending which city we were staying. It was light colour, light tasting, slightly 

hoppy, not very interesting at all, but always cold. I did not see beer sold anywhere else. The local “brew” 

is sweet, hot mint tea served in a glass. Very syrupy and definitely an acquired taste. 

ITALY
The beer in Italy was very good, always cold, again light in colour and with a slight malt taste. However, 

we drank mainly wine when we were dining with our group, as wine was included; 1.5l bottles were put 

on the tables, both red & white. 

ITALY:- BUD (BUDWEISER). 

                MASTRO AZZURRO. 

                PERONI. (THE CHEAPEST & MOST AVAILABLE CANNED & BOTTLED BEER WE 

SAW IN ITALY).



ICH BIN EIN “BUTCHER?” 

In the state of  South Australia, “butcher” is a name for a measure of beer or the glass holding it. 

The first use of the term recorded in the Australian National Dictionary is in the 1889 W.R. Thomas 
publication, Early Days: “Over a good fat “butcher” of beer he told me how he was getting on.” 

Almost a century later, in 1984, butcher is still in use, as in B.Driscoll’s Great Aussie Beer Book: “The 

South Australian six ounce … has Australia’s oddest glass name,  
 a butcher”. 

There are two theories of how the name came about, firstly that it was a measure favoured by butchers, 

and in one version of this, it meant glasses kept exclusively for butchers in pubs near abattoirs 

.

More plausible, however, is that “butcher” came into Australian English from the German word,  Becher, 

a glass or tumbler. 

Added weight is given to this theory when it is realised that “butcher” is well known in South Australia, 
but is little used outside that state. South Australia of course has a strong German component in its 

heritage, with many German immigrants – religious dissenters and agricultural workers – settling around 

Hahndorf and Kapunda from the late 1830’s. 

Originally it seems that the term meant a large glass, over a pint in fact, and the term for a small glass 

came later. In some other states the same six-ounce glass (170ml), was known  as a “Ladies Waist” 

because of the shape of the glass. 

The “butcher” is now a seven-ounce glass or more properly a 200ml glass, which is a common measure in 
some other states and is referred to, rather boringly, as a “glass”. 

Jack Wilks 

From the Editor 

No news is good news 

From the Treasurer

Yes, it’s that time of the year again. Annual 

subscriptions are due on 1 July. To help you a 

little, please check the mailing label on the 

envelope; if it has a red date, then your subs will 
be due.

Change of address 

H.G. Williams 

111 George Street 

Scottsdale

Tasmania 7260 

L. Gerdes 

7 McMillan Place 

Forbes

N.S.W. 2871 

New Member 

John Slotwinski 

163 Parish Drive 
Thornton

N.S.W. 2322 

Collects all world 

Forthcoming Meeting Dates 

13 June (yes, Queens Birthday is the 13th)

8 August 

10 October 

12 December 



FOSTERS LAGER EXPORT LABELS 

Transcribed from an article by George Crompton (with some additions Ed.) 

These labels were the TV shape labels used from c.1970 to c.1975. The Imperial content was usually 

blacked out and the U.S.A. Fluid Ozs. And Importer details were printed in red around the inner gold 

panel.

There were three basic types: 

A. Melbourne Australia 
B. Melbourne Australia E15142 

C. Australia E15142

1. Acorn Beverage Co. Inc. Los Angeles U.S.A 
Contents 12.8 U.S.A. FLUID OZS. Type A (also shows 13 FL.OZ.) 

2. All Brand Importers Inc. N.Y. 11577 

12.5 U.S.A. FL. OZS. Type A 

12.5 U.S.A. FL. OZS. Type A (also shows 13 FL.OZ.) 
12 U.S.A. FL. OZS. Type B (dull paper) 
12 U.S.A. FL. OZS. Type B (high gloss paper) 

12.5 U.S.A. FL. OZS. Type B 

12.5 U.S.A. FL. OZS. Type B (also shows 370 ml.)

3. All Brand Importers Inc. N.Y. 11787 

CONTENTS 25 U.S.A. FLUID OZS. Type A 
12.5 FL. OZS. Type A (straight print) 

12.5 FL. OZS. Type A (curved print) 

25 FL. OZS. Type A

4. All Brand Importers Inc. Roslyn Heights, N.Y. 11577 

25/32 QUART Type C 

5. CONSUMERS DISTRIBUTING COMPANY. SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA, U.S.A 
Contents 12.8 U.S.A. FLUID OZS. Type A (also shows 13 FL.OZ.) 

Contents 25 U.S.A. FLUID OZS. Type A (also shows 26 FL.OZ.) 

6. DOTY DISTRIBUTORS INC. HONOLULU, HAWAII, U.S.A  
Contents 12.8 U.S.A. FLUID OZS. Type A, straight IMPORTED (also shows 13 FL.OZ.) 

Contents 12.8 U.S.A. FLUID OZS. Type A, curved IMPORTED (also shows 13 FL.OZ.) 

Contents 12.5 U.S.A. FLUID OZS. Type A

Contents 25 U.S.A. FLUID OZS. Type A (also shows 26 FL.OZ.) 

Contents 25 U.S.A. FLUID OZS. Type A

7. Katz & Rabinowitz (Pty) Limited 

370 Ml. Type A (also shows 370ml)
375 Ml. Type A 

375 ml Type A 

8. Paradise Beverages, Honolulu, Hawaii, U.S.A.
Contents 12.5 U.S.A. FLUID OZS. Type A 

Contents 25 U.S.A. FLUID OZS. Type A 

Contents 12.5 U.S.A. FLUID OZS. Type B 

Contents 25 U.S.A. FLUID OZS. Type B 

 Please advise details of any other varieties. 



Buy, Swap & Sell 

Alan Richards 

34 South Crescent 

Northcote Vic 3070 

(03) 9489 9851, 

richardsalan@bigpond.com

has a number of hard to fine mini brewery 

labels to swap. 

Geelong Barwon Bitter, 1st Good Root 

(oval on a white rectangle), Partsworld 

Bill Bells Ernst & Young; 

Grand Ridge Kilkenny Bitter, Growling 

Grass Frog;

Rifle Brigade Bullion Lager, Quartz 

Lager, Rifle Lager, Iron Bark, Old 

Fashioned,

Grogfathers Light

Matilda Bay Xmas Ale 1989  

Brisbane Brewery P/L body, neck, back 

X 2,

Kiewa Brewery Kiewa Gold

Palatinat Good Root Wheat Beer, Good 

Root Beer oval),Good Root Beet 

(circular), Quantum Printing, Highspan, 

plus over 20 different house beers;

Traditional Brewing Co Perkin Elmer 

Smiling Croc  

PLUS MANY OTHERS

In exchange he is after: 

OLD BALLARAT Andrew's Ale; 

Derryn's Drop; Barry's Brew; Gil Turner; 

Hollywood Hill Restaurant; Kendall 

Airlines (no “Made in Australia”); Lake 

Lodge Botanical Gardens; Transpec – (no 

“Ballarat” in address line); Lake Lodge 

Botanical Gardens; Jim & Angela's 

wedding; Hibberds Hops; Essendon 

Premiers 1984 

SOVERIGN Label House; Premier 

Plumbing; RR87 

EAGLEHAWK HILL Brindabella

Bitter-with red  

SANCTUARY COVE ICI

Pharmaceuticals Foaming Brew; 

Woolworths; Volvo 

CLARENDON lager-5c refund in SA

COOPERS Pentastar lager 

SAIL & ANCHOR/MATILDA BAY 

Gary & Marion Wedding Ale; Lone Star 

Exploration

CYGNET BREWERY Cygnet beer with 

red border

STUART BREWERY PTY. LTD.

Swan Export Bitter Beer 

SWAN BREWERY CO (NT) P/L Swan

Export Bitter 13 fl ozs (full stops after fl 

& ozs); Lager NIL contents; 13 fl ozs 

with grey background. 

CUB LTD Victoria Bitter - half gallon; 

Australasian & Pacific Regional 

Conference; Liquor Licensing Authorities 

Conference; Lord Mayors Conference; 1st 

Dental Convention; The Tourist Game; 

Sprint Car; Central Aust Masters Games; 

Fire Brigades Golf Championship; 

Designation Six; RAAF Sergeants Mess 

Michael Doulton

6 Hazelwood Place 

Blakeview

S. Australia 5114 

mickd65@optusnet.com.au 

wishes to exchange labels. 

He is looking for: 

Holgates: Murray River Grower 

Mt. Macedon (without 5c Refund) 

Sunshine Coast: Robinsons Noosa 

Premium Wheat Ale 

Kanga Hop.com, Coleman Drainage, 

Marketing Results 

Wave Chilli Beer with long right hand 

“wing”, Ettamoogah x 4 (without “PUB” 

on front label) 

Yarra Flats: Boyntons Ale and Pilsener 



Buffalo Brewery: 10 Diamond shaped (5 

with right phone No., 5 with wrong phone 

No.)

Palatinat: The river 105.7 fm 

The Jogger (brewery unknown) 

Bootleg: Pilsener, BBQ Sauce 

Wicked Ale: Off the Rails, Various 

others

Sail & Anchor: Duyfken Ale 

Oakover Estate: Mild, Ale, Lager

Grand Ridge: Brewers Pilsener (Limited 

Ale, extra Hop) 

Michael can offer:

Most of these labels I have duplicate 

copies:

Gold Coast Brew Pub set 

W/End Super Croatia soccer team visit 

W/End 140th Anniversary

Coopers John H Ellers Christmas beer  

Coopers Titanic 

Coopers Miners Ale 

Coopers Starship Enterbash, plus many 

other Coopers Specials 

Swan Kalgoorlie Boulder 

I have many older mini-brewery labels to 

offer also. 

Exchange Partners Wanted 

From Leo Saar 

Box 185 

10502 Tallinn 

ESTONIA

Leo has a collection of about 1100 labels 

from Finland for sale. 

He also wishes to exchange labels from 

Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania.

Dimo Titovets 

Osipenku Str 6-32 

MINSK 53 

220053

BELARUS REPUBLIC 

Leo Biest has asked for his email address 

to be made known to members. Leo 

collects labels from all world and has 

many labels to exchange. He may be 

contacted by email. 

biestleo@planet.nl



STANDARD DRINKS 

Members will be aware that Australian alcoholic drink containers must list, in addition to the alcohol by 

volume (A/V) of the drink; the number of standard drinks. (Any other country has this requirement?) 

What is a standard drink? 

One standard drink contains 10 grams of alcohol. That’s O.K. except that the alcohol on the label is by 

volume and the standard drink is by weight, (grams). If the alcohol in the container were listed as alcohol 

by weight (A/W) there would be a simple relationship. But it isn’t, so it isn’t. 

The formula for working out standard drinks from the Alc/Vol is: 

Standard Drink = (Alc. by vol / 12.5)  x  ( mL/100) 

For Example: a standard 375mL stubby with 4.5% Alcohol by Volume.  
                             ( 4.5 /12.5)      x      ( 375 / 100 )   = 1.35 

So a 375mL bottle of 4.5% A/V contains 1.35 standard drinks. 

Why bother you ask, You can read the label and it says so, or rather it says “approx. std. drinks”, one 

decimal place only. 

Yes, O.K. but I have noticed that the rounding of the second decimal does not always follow the old rule, 
1-4 round down, 5-9 round up. Not that significant really. 

What is more significant is that some labels are incorrect by around  0.2 standard drinks.  

For example, one brewery has a beer at 4.6 % A/V 330ml stating 1.4 Std Drinks, this would be correct for 

a 375mL bottle (1.38 actual) but the 330mL label should read approx. 1.2 drinks (1.21 actual) 

I have found several other labels with similar errors, thankfully they all overestimate the number of 
standard drinks, except one ripper, (obviously a typo) that has  .07 instead of 0.7  otherwise you could go 

over the limit if the mistake was the other way. 

Below is a chart of some common size bottles and some common A/V with the standard drinks correct to 

two decimal places. 
I have chosen three common sizes only, members will know that in addition to these sizes, there are: 340, 

345, 350, 355, 400 (some Carlton Cold), 500, 700 and 800. (possibly some more). You can work out if 

the standard drinks for these from the formula. If any member finds any labels that are incorrect regarding 

the number of drinks could they email the details them to me, Jack Wilks, at jwilks@dodo.com.au, Thank 

you.

STANDARD DRINKS. 

A/V 750 375 330 A/V 750 375 330 A/V 750 375 330 

6.0 3.60 1.80 1.60 4.6 2.76 1.38 1.21 3.2 1.92 0.96 0.84 

5.9 3.54 3.27 1.56 4.5 2.70 1.35 1.19 3.1 1.86 0.93 0.82 

5.8 3.48 3.24 1.53 4.4 2.64 1.32 1.16 3.0 1.80 0.90 0.79 
5.7 3.42 1.71 1.50 4.3 2.56 1.29 1.14 2.9 1.74 0.87 0.77 
5.6 3.36 1.68 1.48 4.2 2.52 1.26 1.11 2.8 1.68 0.84 0.74 

5.5 3.30 1.65 1.45 4.1 2.46 1.23 1.08 2.7 1.62 0.81 0.71 

5.4 3.24 1.62 1.43 4.0 2.40 1.20 1.06 2.6 1.56 0.78 0.69 

5.3 3.18 1.59 1.40 3.9 2.34 1.17 1.03 2.5 1.50 0.75 0.66 

5.2 3.12 1.56 1.38 3.8 2.28 1.14 1.00 2.4 1.44 0.72 0.63 

5.1 3.06 1.53 1.35 3.7 2.22 1.11 0.98 2.3 1.38 0.69 0.61 

5.0 3.00 1.50 1.32 3.6 2.16 1.08 0.95 2.2 1.32 0.66 0.58 

4.9 2.94 1.47 1.29 3.5 2.10 1.05 0.92 2.1 1.26 0.63 0.55 

4.8 2.88 1.44 1.27 3.4 2.04 1.02 0.90 2.0 1.20 0.60 0.53 

4.7 2.82 1.41 1.24 3.3 



Beer Label Catalogs on Compact Disk 

At the October 2003 meeting a few of us 
discussed the situation regarding the beer label 
catalogs. By and large, the problem is that the 

existing paper based catalogs are out of date, 

incomplete and many are out of print. 

I suggested that it might be worthwhile trying to 

use some more modern technology and produce 

something that might address these issues. My 

thoughts were to use a Personal Computer (PC) 

and place whatever information that might be 
available onto a compact disk (CD). 
The main advantage of this process is that the 

catalog may be fairly easily updated as 

additional information becomes available. The 

downside is that one needs a PC to be able to use 

it.

Things have progressed somewhat, and I 

demonstrated a preliminary version at the 

February 2004 meeting and distributed a few 

copies to some enthusiastic members. Their 

response has been extraordinary, to say the least; 

and in this respect, I must thank Umit Ugur and 

Terry Ryan in particular for their assistance with 
identifying errors and provision of hundreds of 
labels which I do not have in my collection. I 

used my collection of some 6,700 Australian 

labels as the foundation. 

Version 2 of the catalog was made available to 

members at the April meeting. 

Since then, I have had more contributions of 

labels, copies of labels, images of labels and 

goodness knows what else from other 

enthusiastic members. Many thanks are due to 

John Long and Alan Richards. 

So, where to from here? 

Version 2 is available to anyone interested in 

purchasing a copy at a bargain basement price of 

$A25 and has over 7,800 pictures of labels. 

The next version is expected to become available 

in about six months and you will be able to trade 

in your old version on the new.

Alex Freer

Labels issued with the May 2004 magazine 

Clive Windley is travelling through China. 

The labels listed here are those which were made 

available recently. 

New South Wales 

Tooheys
 Red Bitter 375 
 Blue Bitter 375 

 Blue Bitter 375, 2.3% 

 Blue Light 375 

 New Draught 375 

 New Draught 250 

 Old Black Ale 375 

 Old Black Ale 750 

 Wallabies Neck Label 

 Hahn Longbrew 375 

 Kirin Ichiban 330 + neck 

Malt Shovel 

 Amber Ale + neck (XMAS) 

 James Squire Porter 

 James Squire Colonial Wheat + neck 

 James Squire India Pale Ale 345 
 James Squire India Pale Ale 11.65 oz 
 James Squire Best Ale 

 James Squire Pilsener 

 Doyles Fishermans Lager 

Plus "Bonus Extra Labels" as per respective 

newsletters.

Please note that because of some shortages of 
minor and micro-brewery labels, the published 
list may not match exactly with the actual issue.  

Label Donations 

Many thanks to the following people who have 

donated labels for distribution to

club members; and my apologies if I have 

missed someone (ed.).   

Umit Ugur 

Terry Ryan 

Alan Richards 

John Long 

David Dobney 

Rob Greenaway 

Colin Rich (New Zealand) 






