




Presidents Page 

I was very pleased to have recently participated in 

activities to celebrate “100 years of Cheer” at the 

Abbotsford Brewery in July. In 1904 a group of 

prominent Melbourne hoteliers bought an old 

distillery on the banks of the Yarra River at 
Abbotsford and built a “modern brewery”. In July 

1904 the new company - Melbourne Co-operative 

Brewery Company - was formed. In 1925 the 

business amalgamated with Carlton and United 

Breweries to become the largest brewery in the 

Southern Hemisphere from the 1970s to early 

1990s. To celebrate the “100 years of Cheers” an 

Employee Family Day was held, the production of a 
special brew of Abbots Lager was made, a VIP 
dinner held, the production of an in-house Abbots 
Lager label made and a commercial release of a 

commemorative can issued. This made all 
collectors happy. Your Society was able to get one 
of the limited label issues. The Sparkling Ale label 

seen of the cover of the July newsletter was for a 

special bottling and tasting at a dinner. The bottles 

were also used as invitations to the dinner so the 

label and bottle were not available for general issue. 

A collection of photographs, artefacts and 

“interactive computer brewing” in the form of an 
exhibition of Melbourne Breweries is on at the 
Melbourne Town Hall up to October 10. The 

exhibition has been put together by Charles Pickett, 

curator of Australian history at the Powerhouse 

Museum in Sydney. I strongly recommend to those 

people interested in Melbourne breweries and their 

history to take a trip to the City Gallery in the Town 

Hall. Why not then drop in at Young and Jacksons 

and meet Chloe and enjoy pint of Naked Ale or a 

Beez Neez. Alternatively if travelling up town pop 

in to the 3 Degrees brewery recently opened on the 

old Queen Victoria Hospital site. Now there is a 

pleasant way to spend Saturday afternoon. Take a 

friend.

We also note the significant changes that are within 

the brewing industry and within CUB. Over the last 

10 years we note the consolidation of RTD’s, yes 

your mixed drinks, wines, soft drinks, water, fruit 

juices, home brew kits and ciders. CUB is now a 

major player in the beverage industry. Hence the 

name change to Carlton and United Beverages. Yes 

the changes have already started to come through 

on the labels. Keep an eye out.

We recently mentioned that your Society has 

acquired a collection of Breweriana books for 
access to members to read and enjoy. To accelerate 
their availability we require a “library officer” to 

manage the affairs. This will require drawing up a 

policy and procedures for storing, handling and 
distributing these books. Freight and insurance also 

needs to be included. Is there any one interested? A 

member in Victoria or Melbourne or one that could 

attend our bi-monthly meetings would be preferred. 

Please let your committee or me know of your 
willingness to be involved. I think it would be an 
interesting task. Your committee does a lot of hard 

work behind the scenes; we need to share that 

workload. Please call.

Until next meeting in October, cheers and happy 

collecting.

Rob Greenaway 



AUGUST MEETING NOTES: 

The meeting was held at the Club Tivoli on the 8th. 

of August 2004. 

The meeting opened at approximatly 12.30. 

Apologies:

Ray Everingham and Alan Richards. 

Alan Richards stated that he had not missed a 

meeting for 12 years! 

Finance:

Alex Freer reports that our finances are in excellent 

shape.

Correspondence:
The newsletter from the Bottle Collectors Society 
was received and the new address for the secretary 
was noted. 

Steve Greenwood noted that the Maryborough 
Bottle Show is to be held during the last weekend 
of August. 

Alex Freer and I reported that several members had 

included complementary comments regarding the 

club with their annual subscriptions. 

General Business: 

Alex Freer showed examples of several beers that 

were to be found at the beer festival awards. He 

also showed a rather dubious bottle of "Mandalay 

Rum". 

Rob Greenaway tabled an article featuring member 
Al Graham presenting the Major Brewery label 
award to Cascade Breweries head brewer, Max 

Burslem and Sales and marketing manager, 

Dominic Baker. 

Rob Greenaway also spoke of the 100 years 

anniversary celebrations of the Abbotsford 

Brewery.

The commitee called for a volunteer librarian to 

look after our collection of approximatly 200 

books.

Thanks to member Colin Rich for his donation of 

packets of labels from New Zealand. 

The Slovak Beer Label Collectors Society 

newsletter was tabled by George Crompton. 

Unfortunately no one in the room could read 

Slovakian!

John Long has requested copies of hotel labels from 

Woodville and Port Adelaide. 

John also tabled two great finds of old labels on 

bottles.

The first one was found under a woolshed and is 

from the Bendigo and Northern District Co-op 

Brewery.

The second one was found under a hotel in Glenelg 

and is from the 1870's. It is a Strutton & Co. XXX 

stout.

The Raffles were then drawn and the lucky winners 

were - 

1st.  C21  David Joseph 

2nd.  C37  Bob Kendall 

3rd.  C45  Simon Aalbars 

A special raffle of a commemorative Abbots 

Sparkling Ale bottle was won by Peter Grabasch 

with ticket no. C44. 

The meeting closed at 1.30 pm. and members 

retired to the bar or indulged in label swapping. 

Angus MacEwan. 

From the Editor 

Please see “Ooops! I almost forgot” 

From the Treasurer

Annual subscriptions were due on 1 July. To help 

some of you folks who have been on holidays or 

just too busy with other things, a reminder notice is 

included with this newsletter.

Address change 

John Blackwell 

P.O. Box 43 

Laura

South Australia 5480 

Forthcoming Meeting Dates 

10 October, 

12 December, 

and, for next year, as yet unconfirmed: 

13 February 2005, 

10 April 2005, 
12 June 2005, 
14 August 2005, 

9 October 2005, 

11 December 2005. 



August 2004 Mini Brewery Report 

By Alan Richards 

The four labels from Braidwood Traditional Ales

(Braidwood NSW) have arrived and will be issued 

to members in the near future. The brewery also 

enclosed some order forms for the beer which are 
available at this meeting. Details will be reproduced 
in the next newsletter so that members not at the 
meeting can order some of the beer if they wish. 

Some labels have been received from Lawrence 

Victor Estate however the may not be enough for 

all members. These labels are identical to those that 

have been available off bottle for some time so 
many members will already have them. 
Unfortunately the special they issued some time ago 

did not arrive however the brewer will continue 

looking for them and will hopefully advise in a few 

weeks they have been found. Members will be kept 

informed of progress. 

Contrary to what was in the last report, the second 

issue of Old  Surefoot Stout from the Mountain

Goat Brewery (Richmond Vic) is different from 

last years label. The difference is a cut in the 
volume from 660ml to 640ml and so a fall in the 

number of standard drinks.  Unfortunately though 

we might regard this as a difference, breweries 

don’t; so Dave Bonnington (brewer) said they were 

identical. Very few of the bottles are/were available 
but the club is making efforts to get any unused 

labels. If we get any there will only be enough to be 

used as raffle prizes. 

The Blue Tongue Brewery (Pokolbin NSW) 

continues to issue labels in rapid succession. The 

club is in contact with them and most are specials 

released under contract brewing arrangements. Two 

examples are labels for the Bondi Beer Co and the 

Byron Bay Brewing Co. As these labels are not 

owned by Blue Tongue, but by the Bondi/Byron 
Bay Brewing Cos, they cannot release labels to the 
club. Unfortunate but we have come across this 

before.

Sydney has seen the opening of the Redoak

Boutique Beer Cafe in Clarence St. 10 (ten) beers 

are available; four of them being bottled.  

Unfortunately they do not have a take-away licence 
so any bottled beer bought there must be consumed 
in the café. There are no other retail outlets and the 

staff are under “very strict orders about giving away 
labels”. In fact they stated that the brewery is in the 
“Camden Valley” so there may be no labels 

available at the café in any case. The beers 
available are mainly in the Belgian style and the 

bottled delicacies are a blackberry unfiltered wheat 

beer, a Framboise Foment (raspberry), a Belgian 

choc-cheery stout, and a Belgian chocolate stout. 
Draft beers are along more conventional lines – 
Vienna Lager, Bavarian Pilsner, Organic Pale Ale 

etc

The Bintara Brewery (Rutherglen) has released 

the latest in their seasonal beers, this being their 

Black Beer. As with their other seasonal beers it is 

only available at the brewery in Rutherglen.

However their four regular beers (Pale Ale, Lager, 

Light Lager and Wheat) are now available at King 

and Godfreys, Purvis Cellars and Highgate Cellars, 

all in Melbourne. Bintara will not be supplying the 

club with labels so members must come to their 
own arrangements to get these. 

The Hopping Mad Brewery (Orange NSW) will 

soon be releasing their third label and the club is 
confident of getting supplies. The beer is now 
available at the Greensborough Hotel if Melbourne 

members wish to try it. 

The Stockade Brewery (Dandenong Vic) has been 

advertised as being for sale. As well as producing 

beer under their own name, they also produced for 
Brewtopia of Sydney, Chopper Reid, the latest 

Pikes and BlowFly. A good part of the company’s 

business is in the ready-to-drink spirits market. 

The Three Ravens Brewery (Thornbury Vic) will 

release their bottled beers “in a few weeks”. 

Members will be kept informed of progress. 



Melbourne Co-Operative Brewery 

Article and labels contributed by Mike Bannenberg 

In 1903 a meeting of free (not brewery tied or 

owned) hotel keepers decided to start a new co-
operative brewery and, in 1904, the Melbourne Co-
Operative Brewery Limited came into existence. 
The new brewery started operations on the bank of 

the Yarra in Bent Street, Abbotsford, and came to 
be popularly known as the Abbotsford Brewery. 

It was a company with a capital of £A300,000 

comprising 1,200,000 5/- shares and the total 

amount paid up was £A11,262. 

The directors were Henry Skinner (Chairman), John 

D. Calhoun, Joseph Dillon, William H Higgins, 

Stephen J. Morell, Frederick Wimpole and Henry 

Young.

The brewery was in instant success, so much so, 
that as much as 110% dividend was paid to 
shareholders and a discount of 2% on purchase to 
operating hotel keepers. 

The impact on other operating breweries by their 
latest competitor was terrific.  There were 37 

breweries operating in Victoria in 1907 and a hotel 

for every 350 persons in the state. 

In 1907 the Carlton & United Breweries was 

established by an amalgamation of Carlton, 

Castlemaine, Fosters, McCrackens, Shamrock and 

Victoria Breweries. 

The new company was founded with a capital of 

£A1,000,000 comprising 1,000,000 £A1 shares. 

Notwithstanding the combine's stern competition, 

Melbourne Co-Operative kept on expanding and 
paying big dividends, but in 1925, after much 

negotiating with CUB, a new company was formed 

by amalgamation of CUB and Melbourne Co-op. In 

the new company, an allocation of 650,000 shares 

to Melbourne Co-op made it the largest unit in the 

new company. 

Before the amalgamation was ratified, a meeting of 

Melbourne Co-op shareholders was held in 

Athenaeum Hall to agree to the deal, but on a show 

of hands was over-whelmingly defeated.  Henry 

Young (Chairman) told the meeting (mostly small 
holding hotel-keepers) that the Directors held 

sufficient proxies to carry the motion. The proxies 

were mostly from big interstate shareholders. 
However, a sop was offered by Directors agreeing 
to pay the rebate on purchases to hotel-keepers for a 

period of 5 years from date of amalgamation. 

In 1920, Melbourne Co-op was reconstructed, and 
the shareholders received a £A1 share for every 5/- 

share held. 

Early in 1928, the company converted 650,000 £A1 

shares into 1,300,000 10/- shares and, in November 

1928, there was a bonus issue; one new 10/- share 

for every two 10/- shares. 

During 1934, following Federal legislation, under 

which certain reserves on which taxation had 
already been paid were liable for income taxation if 
capitalised after the end of 1934, CUB made a 

bonus issue of one new CUB share for each two 

shares held, which increased Melbourne's Co-op's 
holding in CUB from £A650,000 to £A975,000 in 
fully paid £A1 shares. 

In 1951, a new bonus issue of one for 3 shares held 

was made. 

In January 1955, a new issue of 2 shares for every 5 

shares at par, and

a later bonus (after 1966) of one for 2 shares held 

brought the total to 7,000,257 one dollar shares. 

The first brewer was James P. Breheny, father of 

Mr. Brian Breheny, present (1969) Manager of 

Carlton & United Breweries.

The second brewer was Mr. Thomas Breheny who 

left in 1916 to become head brewer for Tooth's 

Brewery in Sydney. The third brewer was Mr. Peter 

Breheny; the latter two were both brothers of Mr. 

J.P. Breheny. 

The first Secretary was Mr. Neil McLean, whose 

family conducted a well known wholesale wine and 

spirit business. 

The Chairman, Henry Skinner, was licensee of the 

Golden Gate Hotel, South Melbourne, and was the 

largest caterer in Australia. He catered for the 

Victoria Racing Club, most racecourses and many 

of the leading football and sports grounds. One of 
his biggest jobs was catering for the visit of the 



American fleet in 1908 at Flemington and later that 

day at the Exhibition Building. He was president of 

South Melbourne Football Club, and pioneered 

interstate football trips by "shouting" the SMFC 

1909 premiership side a trip to Sydney. He raced 

several horses trained by I.T. Carslake, father of 

Australian International jockey, Brownie Carslake. 

Stephen J. Morell was originally licensee of 

Morells Hotel, Cnr. Bourke and Russell Streets, 

which he sold in 1892 to James Richardson. Mr. 

Morell then became licensee of the Orient Hotel, 

now Foys Woolworths (1969), Cnr. Bourke and 

Swanston Streets. Later still, he became licensee of 

Young & Jacksons. 

Mr. Morell, with a fellow city councillor succeeded 

Henry Skinner as caterers at Flemington. He was 

knighted by His Majesty during his term of office 

as Lord Mayor of Melbourne. He was a great patron 

of rowing. 

Frederick Wimpole was owner-licensee of the 

George Hotel, St Kilda. 

Henry Young was for many years, licensee of the 

Princes Bridge Hotel, popularly know as Young & 

Jacksons.

(Ed. Note that the above labels will all be available, in full color, on the next CD version of the catalog) 



FOSTERS LAGER U.S.A. EXPORT 

Article contributed by George Crompton 

Following the TV shape, the USA Export labels changed to a horizontal rectangle, all 12 Fluid Ounces and 

issued from c.1981 to c.1990. 

1. Imported by All Brands Importers Inc., Roslyn Heights, New York, 11577. 
2. Imported by All Brands Importers Inc., Lake Success, New York, 11042. 

3. Imported by All Brands Importers Inc., Roslyn Heights, New York, 11577. Okla. Alcohol content in excess 

of 3.2% by weight. 

Design changed to a circular central pattern foil/paper laminate (above right). 

4. Imported by All Brands Importers Inc., Lake Success, New York, 355ml. 12 Fl. Ozs. (all labels now show 

355ml. 12 Fl. Ozs.) 

5. Imported by All Brands Importers Inc., Lake Success, New York. Alcoholic content in excess of 3.2% by 

weight. Oklahoma 

6. as 4; but now shows numeric/alpha code at centre left 

7. as 6; but Lake Success deleted and N.Y. added. 
8. as 6; but alcoholic content in excess of 3.2% by weight at centre left, Oklahoma at centre right. 

9. as 6; but ME/VT/CT/NY/MASS/DE 5c DEPOSIT at left. 

10. as 7; but R now under last “S” of FOSTERS. This is standard from now on. 

11. as 7; but New York, N.Y. replaced with Avon, CT. 

12. as 11; but with ME/VT/CT/NY/MASS/DE 5c DEPOSIT at left. 

13. as 11; but MICHIGAN 10c DEPOSIT at left. 

14. as 11; but 335ml deleted and replaced with CA Redemption Value. 

15. as 11; Avon CT replaced with Hartford CT. 

16. as 15; but 355ml deleted and replaced with CA Redemption Value. 

17. as 15; but MICHIGAN 10c DEPOSIT at left. 

18. as 15; but with ME/VT/CT/NY/MASS/DE 5c DEPOSIT at left. 

19. as 15; but with Alcoholic content in excess of 3.2% by weight. Oklahoma. at right. 

20. as 15; but with Alcoholic content in excess of 3.2% by weight. Oklahoma. at left, and Government warning 
at right. 

21. as 15; but with Government warning at right. 

22. as 21; but with All Brand Importers replaced with Century Importers Inc. Baltimore, MD. 

Numbers 1 to 11 have a dark blue background; whilst numbers 12 to 22 have a bright blue background. 

Ooops, I almost forgot! 

Many thanks to John Long, Ron Kemp, Jack Wilks, Angas Macewan, Jim Halsall and others who have donated 

labels or contributed towards the development of the Australian and New Zealand label catalogs on CD. 



The Wineglass Bay Brewing Company 

The club has been fortunate enough to obtain 

enough copies of the New Hazards Dark Label for 

all members to receive a copy.  This was made 

possible thanks to the generosity of Partner and 

Head Brewer, Ken Holmes.  Ken also gave of his 

time for this chat with club member, Rod Hogan. 

Rod Hogan: Wineglass Bay and the Hazards 

Mountain Range are both at Coles Bay on 
Tasmania’s East Coast.  What is the connection 

with the Brewery? 

Ken Holmes: The original Hazards Ale started life 

as a home brew developed by winemaker, Claudio 
Radenti.  It was first introduced to the public at the 
Jazz Festival at Freycinet Vineyard on the East 

Coast.  Claudio’s friend, Mathew Robinson (a 

Bicheno ship’s captain) suggested that the brew had 

a commercial future.  Mathew later left for 

Queensland and Ken joined the company as partner 

and head brewer. 

RH: What market was Hazards Ale initially aimed 

at?

KH: Australians have become more adventurous in 
their tastes and the beer they drink is no exception.

There were very few ales at the time and it was felt 

this would attract those seeking a new taste without 

being too obscure.  The initial output was 10 x 50 
litre kegs. 

RH:  When was Hazards Dark first introduced and 
are there plans for further new brews? 

KH:  The main testing grounds for the products 
have traditionally been the two extremely 

successful annual food and drink festivals, Festivale

in Launceston and the Taste of Tasmania in Hobart.

Hazards Dark has been available at the Taste of 

Tasmania for the past 2 years under the name 

“Valley Dark”.  It was launched as Hazards Dark in 

August this year.  As for other new brews, check 

out Festivale and The Taste. 

RH:  What are some of the problems facing smaller 
breweries?

KH:  It’s obviously very labour intensive.  I bottle 
around 20 bottles a minute whereas the larger 

breweries would turn out 1,00 bottles in the same 

time.  All costs, bottles, labels, materials etc are 

dearer due to economies of scale.  This of course 

means that the end product is much dearer and this 

makes it harder to compete in the open market.  

Excise duties are a real concern with breweries not 

enjoying the same benefits as wineries. 

Ken was studying for a Batchelor of Science 

(Environmental) when he began working in the lab 

at Cascade in 1973.  He moved to the St Ives 
Brewery, Battery Point in 1993 where the Hazards 

products are contract brewed.  In addition to his 

involvement with the brewery, Ken holds down a 
full time job as the OH&S manager for the 
Pasminco smelter in Hobart’s northern suburbs. 

Please respect Ken’s lack of spare time and not 

pester him with requests for labels.  Rod will act as 

liaison officer for the club.

CLUB RAFFLES 

As at  19th  August  2004,  the following members 

have credit as listed: 

David Ellison Dec 2006 
Allister Graham Oct 2005 
Larry Ross Oct 2005 

Tony Elliot Oct 2005 

Jim Halsall Oct 2005 

Jim Colclough Aug 2005 

Don King Apr 2005 

Craig Pelton Dec 2004 

Spyros Repousos Oct 2004 

In the October raffle, 1st prize will contain a 

Ballarat Brewing Co. Limited barrel label. 

This label is round, 7 ½ inches in diameter (19cms 

approx.) and is over 65 years old,

(pre WWII). 

All prizes will contain over 200 labels including 

some 20-25 year old Australian labels plus a variety 

of overseas labels. 

Tickets are $1.00 each with a maximum of two 

tickets ( $2.00 ) per member. 

Available from Jack Wilks, 65 Tiverton Drive, 

Mulgrave, Victoria, 3170. 



Labels issued with the September 2004 magazine.

Victoria

Abbots Lager 800ml Commemorative 

Abbotsford Invalid Stout 375ml 

Victoria Bitter 285ml 

Melbourne Bitter 800ml 

Tasmania

Boags Strongarm with neck and back 
Boags Honey Porter with neck and back 
Boags 1881 Ale with neck and back 

Cascade Premium Lager with neck and back 

Cascade Premium Light with neck and back 

Tasmanian Team of the Century back label.  Beer 

unknown

Queensland

XXXX Gold 375ml 

New South Wales 

Sheaf Stout export to USA 
Tooheys Extra Dry 375ml 

Western Australia 

Redback Original cap seal 

Bootleg Amber Light with neck 

Bootleg Settlers Pale with neck 

Bootleg Wils Pils with neck 

Bootleg Stout with neck 

Bootleg Sou' West Wheat with neck 

Bootleg Tom's Brown with neck 

Bootleg Raging Bull (no neck with this one) 

South Australia 

Coopers DB with neck 375ml 

Coopers Best Extra Stout with neck 375ml 

Coopers Sparkling Ale with neck 375ml 
Coopers Regency Light with neck 375ml 
Coopers Regency Draught with neck 375ml 

Coopers Birell with neck and back 375ml 

Coopers Dark Ale with neck 375ml 

Coopers Heritage with neck 375ml 

Coopers Pale Ale with neck 375ml 

Coopers Sparkling Ale 750ml 

Coopers Pale Ale 750ml 

Coopers Best Extra Stout 750ml 

Foreign

Assorted Norwegian and New Zealand plus bonus 

extra labels from Club stocks. 

Please note that because of occasional shortages of minor and micro-brewery labels, the individual issue may 

not exactly match the published list. 

Buy, Swap & Sell 

For Exchange 
Jim Whittle has some micro brewery labels to 
exchange.

Sunshine Coast 

Bitter Body & Neck version 2 
Noosa Premium Ale (B&N) 

Chilli B&N, version 1 

Noosa Premium Wheat Ale 

Marketing Results 

Old Dark Ale 
Coleman Drainage Beer 
Cast Away 

Kanga Hop.com 

Pacific Lacrosse 

Damon Engineering Beer 

Gold Coast Brewpub 

Pacific Blonde 

Gold

Black Ale 

Lifesaver Lager, Bitter & Honey Ale 

Jim also has some no-volume labels from: 

Bulimba, Grafton, Bunbury, Golden Horseshoe, 
No.1, XXXX, Carlton, Fosters, Kalgoorlie, Nathan, 

Tooths, Reschs etc. 

He is seeking No-volume labels of similar quality 

from the same era. 

Phone: (07) 3285 5596 

Write: 

21 Melinda Street 

Kallangur, Qld., 4503 

Exchange Partner Wanted 

Clive Windley received a letter from a collector in 

The Czech Republic. He is looking for exchange 

partners and can offer a wide assortment of Czech 

and Bohemian labels. His details are as follows:- 

Ing. Jaroslav Bubenicek 

Jecna 679 

CZ 500  03  Hradec Kralove 

Czech Republic 






