




Presidents Page 

It was great to see a large and enthusiastic 
attendance at our October meeting. With Club 
Tivoli hosting the Oktoberfest we received many 
enquiries from interested people looking around 
whilst we were conducting our affairs. The 
swapping created a lot of interest. 
Great to see some of our “warriors” in Don and 
George back on the road to recovery. 
It was a packed meeting but I would like to 
sincerely thank John Long who presented on his 
developments on the History of Breweries in 
Ballarat and Warrenheip. Very informative and 
very well researched. When John [and Michael] 
put this into book format it will truly be a 
wonderful publication. I have said it before but 
we have some very gifted people and 
professional writers and researchers in the 
VBLCS that are more than willing to assist you 
in you brewing history. Have a chat or if you 
would like an introduction then feel free to talk 
to me.  

A suggestion was made at the meeting to make 
available a Christmas Brew. It was agreed to 
check on the possibility and Clive kindly offered 
to follow this up. If we purchase a limited 
volume on your behalf then members must be 
committed to take up the offer. We acknowledge 
it will be hard to assist International members 
and those interstate. In these circumstances those 
members will have to make mailing 
arrangements will local members. It will be an 
“in house” label, not a commercial retail design. 
Keep tuned. 

Please keep in mind that after this November 
Issue your Committee will be again looking for 
“Label of the Year - 2005”. These awards are 
keenly sought after and are proudly displayed by 
the winners. Keep tuned in 2006 armed with 
voting slips.

I am very pleased to report three members 
expressing interest to represent the VBLCS as 
Liaison Officers in South Australia [to visit the 
micros, Coopers and SAB] and in Western 
Australia [to visit the micros and Swan]. Thank 
you to those concerned. I am preparing 
guidelines for Liaison Officers as they represent 
the Society on very special tasks. When this is 
prepared then I will announce their 
responsibilities and allow you to forward any 
new issues or activities to them for follow up 
with their key brewery contacts.

If you have any contributions on labels, brewing 
history or label “wants’’ etc. then please send 
this to Alex Freer, your Editor. Electronic 
communication is preferred.

Don’t forget.
The Club Tivoli is a non-smoking 

environment. 

There is also a fine restaurant providing 

excellent German food and a range of 

beverages. Give it a try. 

Remember the next meeting is our Christmas 

get together, 12.00 start and after our 

formalities we will enjoy Christmas cheers in 

a fine social atmosphere. 

May I take this opportunity to thank you for 

your support over the year and wish all 

members and their loved ones a very Merry 

Christmas and the best for 2006. 

To all the Breweries and their keen brewers, 

thank you for supporting the VBLCS over 

2005 because without you we would not have 

this enjoyable pastime and taste the great 

products you brew.    

Cheers and happy collecting. 

Rob Greenaway



October Meeting Notes 

The October meeting was held at the Club Tivoli 
on Sunday, 9 October and started at 
approximately 12.30. At the same time the 
Oktoberfest was being celebrated. 

Apologies
David Dobney, Umit Ugar and Angus MacEwan.  

Minutes of Previous Meeting 
Read and no issues arising; moved Michael 
Bannenberg, seconded Clive Windley. 

Treasurers Report 
The Treasurer reports that the Societies finances 
are in excellent shape however any outstanding 
subscriptions are welcome. 168 members to date 
with 20 subscription reminder notices forwarded. 

Correspondence
1. Newsletters were received from Club Baltic 
and other affiliated International organisations. 
George Crompton has their magazines for 
reading if members are interested. 
2. Rob Greenaway received expressions of 
interest from members in South Australia and 
Western Australia to assist as Liaison Officers in 
those respective states arranging labels for 
members. 
3. Alastair Graham advised of the latest Boags 
labels and that we are to have these issued from 
Boags and Cascade. 

General Business 
1. The trip to Grand Ridge was cancelled due to 
limited interest. I future, such trips will be done 
privately with shared transportation. Alex Freer 
will return all deposits. 
2. It was advised that the Management of Club 
Tivoli wished to discuss with the Society the 
future hiring costs of rooms for our meeting. 
Previously no costs have been incurred. Rob and 
Alex will meet with the Management. 
3. History of CUB. Michael Bannenberg to 
provide a proposal for the 

 development by next meeting. 
4. Michael Bannenberg attended the Bottle and 
Collectors Society meeting in Maryborough and 
reported the weekend meeting was well attended 
and good contacts made. 
5. Little Creatures propose to float on the Stock 
Exchange. 
6. John Long presented a Complete Pictorial 
Register of Crown Seals. 
7. A suggestion was made that we have a 
Christmas Brew available for or next meeting as 
it will be our final [and Christmas] meeting for 
the year. Clive Windley offered to check if 
breweries could produce a limited run and 
include a VBLCS label at a reasonable price. 
8. Alex Freer thanked Ray Everingham for his 
contribution to developing the new look Mini 
Brewery Report. 
9. John Long gave a detailed presentation on his 
progress on the History of the Ballarat Brewing 
Co. and Magill and Coghlan in Warrenheip. John 
has researched family photos, bottles and 
advertising material to obtain an extensive 
knowledge of the early development of the 
breweries around Ballarat in the 1850’s; great 
work John. 

Raffles
1. B16  Simon Aalbers 
2. B17 Ross Mackie 
3. C79 Nick Davis 

Various bottles and items were donated and 
raffled for those in the room. 

There were 31 members who signed the book. A 
wonderful attendance. 
Meeting closed at 2.30pm 

A reminder that our next meeting will be held on 
the 10th of December 2005 at the Club Tivoli 
commencing at 12.00 and will be followed by 
finger food and Christmas cheer. 



Mini Brewery Report - November 2005 

From Tom Reynolds, Bootleg Brewery 
A place called The Brewhouse is, I suspect, the 
Aurora Brewery, 
142 Albert St., Brisbane 4000 
Website: www.thebrewhouse.com.au  

It calls itself a brewery, sports bar and grill and 
has, I think, five brews, most of them reasonably 
bland, although the wheat has potential. As far as 
I know, they don't bottle, merely produce 
draught, although their taps appear to have had 
labels. Their equipment looks suspiciously like 
D.M.E., and is only 600 litre brewlengths. 
Hope this is helpful. 

From Alan Richards 
The Glenbar is a new organic beer out of 
Holgates available at organic shops. 

The Holgates label is a new style.  

The O'Brien's is the gluten free product out of 
Bintara, available again at organic shops or off 
the internet (O'Brien Brewing) at $80.00 a case + 
freight.

The Red Duck Pale Ale is one of four from a 
new micro brewery; details to be provided. 

Lone Hand Springwater Stout, the first from a 
VERY small brewery 20  minutes south of Omeo 
in the Victorian Alps, up a side road on the left. 
World wide distributor is Corky's bottle shops at 

Bairnsdale and Traralgon. 

Jamieson's Blackberry Stout in a 1.5l magnum 
available for $30.00 at Purvis Cellars, Surrey 
Hills and a lot less at Cloud Wines South 
Melbourne.

The new Snail Ale this year is from the 
Mountain Goat with none available from them 
but it was at Purvis Cellars. 

The Bright Brewery, this is their third.  The first 
was their Pioneer Ale released Jan 05 and sold 
out before we noticed it was out. The second is 
their Hellfire Ale and like this one was available 
at Purvis Cellars, in Surrey Hills, Melbourne. 

And from Potters Brewery, Hunter Valley 



From the Editor 

Last month I received a letter from Colin Rich. 
Colin is one of our New Zealand members who 
visited Australia last year and came to our June 
2004 meeting. 
He tells me that labels are becoming hard to get, 
mainly due to the cost of producing them. Colin 
went to Hamilton earlier this year chasing 
Raglan Surf brews which turned out to be 
Kahikatea Breweries; but found that they had 
closed down. He also tells me that Auckland 
Brewing (mini) has been taken over by The 
Loaded Hog Group. 
He also travelled to Nelson, which has four 
breweries; McCashins, Lighthouse, Founders 
and Bay, which all put out their unique brews 
and have earned awards in National and 
International competitions. Getting their labels is 
almost impossible and they don’t have old labels 
as they use them to label their plastic flagons. 
These labels are very difficult to remove. 
Brew Moon is a relative newcomer to the 
mini/micro brewing scene and is located in 
Amberley which is north of Christchurch. Colin 
tells me that it looks like a one-man brewery 
which is attached to their Café. 

Many thanks to those members who contributed 
to the mini/micro brewery summary in this 
newsletter. Without their assistance the task 
would have been very difficult.

From the Treasurer

Thanks to those members who have sent their 
annual subscription. 
Is your annual subscription still outstanding? 
Please check to see if you received a final 
reminder notice. If the mailing label on your 
newsletter envelope has the year code printed 
red, then your subs had not been received before 
the newsletter was mailed.  

New Members 

705
Valter De Donatis 
Via Torino 3 
18012 Bordighera 
ITALY

706
Mrs. Jenny Hodgson 
18 Pembury Road 
Thornlie
Western Australia, 6108 
Phone: (08) 9459 1165 
Email: hodgs1@bigpond.net.au  

Change of Address 

Nigel Williams 

25 Grand Bank Parkway 
Mindarie
Perth W.A., 6030 
Phone (08) 9305 2073 
Email: nigan@iinet.net.au

Peter Grabasch 
45 Halfway Drive 
Ormeau 
Queensland, 4208 

Ben Lawrence 
has a new email address: 
lacara@tpg.com.au 

Forthcoming Meeting Dates 

11 December 2005 

12 February 2006, 
9 April 2006, 
11 June 2006, 
13 August 2006, 
8 September 2006 (to be confirmed), 
10 December 2006 

A label from Ben Lawrence 



BUY, SWAP & SELL 

From Ben Lawrence 

Labels to swap 

Boags No contents narrow oval with neck label 
c1930. Boags Lager, Invalid Stout, XXX Ale. 
Special Bitter (No Neck on Special Bitter) 

Redcastle Brewery Extra Stout, Extra Stout 
(Stirling Brewery), Pale Ale 

Kalgoorlie Brewing & Ice Co (Kalgoorlie)

Prize Ale + More 

Kalgoorlie Brewing & Ice Co (Merredin)

Oatmeal Superior Stout + More 

The Volum Brewing Company  

Geelong Dark Lager, Geelong Bitter Ale, 
Geelong Stout, Invalid Stout, Sparkling Ale, 
Ginger Beer 

Ballarat Special Pale Ale (No Bertie), The Star 
Lager (No Bertie), Light Bitter (Co. Pty. Ltd.) 
Plus more similar aged labels 

Richmond Richmond Stout + Lots more 

CUB Khaki Special Stout (Small Label Light 
Brown) McCracken’s Special Stout (Small 
Label)

Britons Lager (Large Rectangular label) + 
Oatmeal Stouts and others 

Tooheys Oatmeal Stout (Oval shape with a red 
square panel on the bottom) both  small and large 
labels plus many other similar aged labels 

Resch’s Resch’s Lager (Diamond shape by 
Tooths)

Terry’s Mountain Lithgow Lager, Mountain 
Spring Pale Ale, Rams Head Stout,  Sparkling 
Ale, Western Larger Beer, Western Mild Bitter 
Ale, Macquarie bitter draught ale + More 

Castlemaine Brisbane Blenheim XXX 
Nourishing Stout 

Castlemaine Perkins Castlemaine Lager, Bitter 
Ale Toowoomba + Others

SA Brewing XXX Bitter Ale Bitter Beer (No 
Excise Numbers) + Many others and Specials 

Coopers Most labels after 1930 and most 
specials. 

Labels Wanted (Swap for above or buy) 

SA Brewing Most labels before 1930 as well as 
Croatia Champions 1980 Rothmans League, 
West End Double Stout (Strong guy with white 
background as well as bottle top label)Guinness 
large with offset excise mark Guinness miniature 
labels (1.5 cm in height) 

Nathan Export Stout (Nathan Brewery), Stout 
(Brown with cream border), Lager 

Walkerville Missing Most Walkerville labels 

Lion Missing Most Lion labels 

Springfield Springfield Quarts with the straight 
scroll on the bottom 

Williams / Foureurs I have most of these labels 
but if you think I might have one that I am 
missing let me know 

Coopers Most pre 1940 labels as well as the 
following specials. Tomahawk with the barcode, 
Storybridge hotel, Pentastar, Lions Club, 
Millicent 1978, Blue Mountains Sparkling Ale 

Clarendon Label with the Refund statement 

Pikes Draught, Dinner Ale, most Pikes Labels 
before 1920 

Appelts Appelts Stout & Some of the Barossa 
hop beer & Bitter labels 
As well as any labels from: 
Hindmarsh (Haussen), Strutton, Knapmans, 
Glanville, Pirie Street (Syme & Sisson), Hyde 
Park (Guildford E Grey), Glen Brewery, 
Adelaide Brewery, Castlereagh, Macclesfield, 
and any other old South Australian brewery. 
For any questions or pictures of the labels to 
swap please call 
Ben Lawrence on 04 0761 0675, 
Email on lacara@tpg.com.au



or snail mail 53 Spinnaker Circuit, Sheidow 
Park, 5158, SA 

From: jean-claude 

HI
I'm french beer coasters collectors - I seek beer 
coasters from Australia, New Zealand and other 
Oceania countries. 
I've many beer lables from Europa. If many 
collectors contect me I'm very happy. 
It's possible to contact me at  
jean-claude.bouygues1@wanadoo.fr

Best regards 
Jean Claude 

Mme. Michelle Ruad 

18 Rue Auguste Renoir 
F - 87270   COUZEIX 
FRANCE 

has French beer labels to exchange, especially 
Bock labels, in which she has a special interest. 
She would be pleased to establish an exchange 
with interested collectors in Australia.  
Prospective exchange partners should write to 
her at the above address. 

From Libor Veselsky 

Dear Friend, 
I collect beer labels and I want to change with 
you labels from your country and labels from the 
Czech Republic. 
Thank you very much. 

Mr. Libor Veselsky 
U Veselsych 92 
Stare Hodejovice 
Ceske Budejovice 8 
37008
Czech Republic 

Craig Pelton

is looking for a Tooheys "Theos Liquor 
Markets" label. 
He is prepared to offer a Courage 1st 
Anniversary Brew in exchange. 
He can be contacted as follows: 
 Craig Pelton 
 Box 339 
 Ingle Farm 
 South Australia 5098 

For those who have not seen this label before, 
here is a picture. 



Label Issue November 2005. 

VICTORIA
Carlton Cold 
Melbourne Bitter 800ml. 
Melbourne Bitter 375ml. 
Victoria Bitter 250ml. 
Carlton Crown AFL 2005. 
Carlton Malt Ale 370ml. 
Beechworth Australian Ale 
Beechworth Pale Ale 
Beechworth Dark Ale 
Beechworth Wheat Ale 
Hargreaves Hill Pale Ale 
Hargreaves Hill Porter 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
Bootleg Mungana Gold 
Matilda Bay Bohemian, neck & back. 

QUEENSLAND 
Cairns Brewery. Sheet of 12 different "keg return 
labels" 

TASMANIA 
Cascade Blonde, neck & back. No.1 of 4 labels. 
Cascade Stout, neck & back. No.2 of 4 labels. 

Plus other Australian labels already issued in 
previous newsletters, plus assorted foreign labels. 

CLUB RAFFLES 

As at 1st November, 2005, the following members 
have credit as listed: 

David Ellison Dec 2007 
Larry Ross Aug 2007 
Alan Colclough Jun 2007 
Sue Plant Jun 2007 
Mick Davis Feb 2007 
Phil Buckley Dec 2006 
Craig Moxey Dec 2006 
Colin Murphy Oct 2006 
Craig Pelton Oct 2006 
Spyros  Repousos Aug 2006 
Ivor Nicholson Feb 2006 
Peter Simpfendorfer Feb 2006 
Bob Manouge Feb 2006 
Jim Halsall Dec 2005 
Allister Graham Dec 2005 
Tony Elliot Dec 2005 
John Webb Dec 2005 

In the December raffle, 1st prize will feature 
a “Briton’s Lager Beer” from the British 
Breweries Pty Ltd of Parramatta, later to 
become Millers Brewery. 
2nd Prize will have a “Briton’s Oatmeal 
Stout” from the same brewery. 
These labels are from the early 1950’s. 
Please Note: both these labels have two very 
small pin holes in them, only noticeable if 
you hold them up to the light otherwise in 
good mint condition. 
3rd Prize will have a Geelong Bitter Ale 
from the Volum Brewery, also early 1950’s. 
All these prizes will contain only oval 
labels, mostly from Australia, some from 
New Zealand, and some from other 
countries.
As a Christmas special there will be several 
extra prizes, I haven’t worked out how many 
yet, but I am hoping I can get ten extra 
prizes. 
Tickets are $1.00 each with a maximum of 
two tickets ($2.00) per member. 
Available from Jack Wilks 65 Tiverton 
Drive Mulgrave Vic. 3170 



PLAYING CARDS 

A few months ago, I received an email inquiring about the Catalog of Beer Labels on a CD. It was 
from a Company called Finders Forum Pty. Ltd., which is based in Queensland. Among other things, 
they manufacture packs of playing cards and, for those members who have internet access, some of 
their products may be seen on their web-site which is at www.getsmartminds.com. For those 
members who do not have such access, the following pictures and text summarise the playing card 
section which is of interest. Peter Inglis, of Finders Forum has very kindly sent six twin packs to the 
club in appreciation of the assistance provided by the information on the CD. He has also offered the 
club an opportunity to acquire further packs at an attractive price. The suggested cost to interested 
members would be $A10.00 post paid (Australia & New Zealand). 

All beer lovers need to own a set 

of the Beer Series playing cards. 

Learn about all those things that 

you didn't know that you didn't 

know about beer, while you play 

cards with your friends. 

Distract them while you play with, 

"Did you know ......?" 

Find out about the trivia, the facts, the 
useful information about the
development and history of beer around 
the world. 
54 playing cards of the World Beer set 
provide 54 separate pieces of world beer 
information, while the 54 playing cards of 
the Australian Beer set detail 54 purely 
Australian beer related information. 

54 cards of beer through history and 
countries of the world.  

54 cards featuring beer history, trivia and 
production in Australia from early 
colonial times. 

The Beer Series of playing cards features 
one piece of beer related information on 
the playing face of each playing card. 
The detailed text information provided in 
this twin pack of playing cards means 
that this small product becomes an 
easily carried or posted  Australian gift, 
souvenir or memento, and would be an 
ideal Christmas gift, or gift idea.






