




Presidents Page 

Typically, a big gathering was at Club Tivoli for 
our first meeting for 2006. It was very pleasing to 
see our good friend George Crompton back after 
minor surgery, fit as a fiddle as usual. Not bad for 
80 odd. Also very pleasing was the presence of 
John Green catching up with old friends and swap 
partners. Good to see you John.

I mentioned in January’s Presidents Page how 
pleased I was with progress in appointing Liaison 
Officers in Western Australia and South Australia. 
We now are up to date with Swan, SAB and 
Coopers and these labels are getting ready for 
distribution. To add to this, Ben Lawrence has just 
completed the Coopers Brewery catalogue that is a 
fantastic effort. Not satisfied with that, Ben is 
nearing completion of his version of SAB and other 
breweries in South Australia. I have said it before 
and will say it again “we have some very committed 
and talented people in our Society and their 
contributions are very much appreciated. The 
Coopers catalogue is available via Clive Windley.  

In preparation for the CUB Label Catalogue to 
celebrate their 100-year anniversary in 2007 we 
have decided to conduct a Carlton and United 
Beverages focus SWAP DAY at our next [April] 
meeting. Bring your CUB albums, your swaps and a 
list of your wants. I am sure you will get a lot of 
reward and labels from the meeting. OK, you feel 
you have nothing to trade or swap, don’t worry 
about it. Bring what you have and I am sure you 
will enjoy getting a lot out of the activity. I have 
heaps of old CUB that I am happy to give to a new 
home. 

The Christmas Brew was keenly sought after [sorry 
all gone as advised by Alex]. Alex and Clive put in 
a lot of hard work in arranging the brew with 
Brewtopia and designing our 2005 label. What did 
members think? Did you like the beer? What about 

the label design? If members are keen then we will 
continue the activity but we need your feedback and 
commitment for us to purchase sufficient quantities 
for you to enjoy over Christmas. Drop your 
Committee a note. 

The Label of the Year [Major and Micro. breweries] 
nomination forms have been issued and are quickly 
flowing in. Those people that haven’t voted then 
please submit your selections to our Secretary, 
Angus for him to collate and announce in our next 
newsletter. Please give it your support. I know the 
breweries appreciate the recognition and the 
contact. It also enhances our relationships so select 
your best Major and Micro label for 2005. 

Recent specialties; Crown Lager produced for the 
Alan Border Medal dinner and Matilda Bay’s 21st 
Birthday celebration were not available for us to get 
copies for all members. A limited quantity of MB 
21 [1500ml] labels was kindly donated by Matilda 
Bay for raffles. Their 750ml version was a ceramic 
fired on label. The VBLCS sends its best wishes 
and Happy Birthday on this important occasion. 

Don’t forget.
The Club Tivoli is smoke free. Smoking in our 
meeting room was once permitted. It is not now. 
There is also a fine restaurant providing 
excellent German food and a range of beverages. 
Give it a try. 

Remember the next meeting is on 9th April 2006, 
at the usual 1.00 pm start with normal meeting 
and formalities in a fine social atmosphere. 
Swaps start as soon as you get there; 12.00 is a 
fair guide. 

Cheers and happy collecting. 

Rob Greenaway



FEBRUARY 2006 MEETING NOTES 

The meeting was held at the Club Tivoli in Windsor 
and began at approximately 12.30 p.m. 

Apologies:
Mike Bannenberg. 

Minutes:
The minutes from the previous meeting were read 
and accepted by the members. The only comment 
forthcoming was relating to the quantity / quality of 
the food that was provided at the Xmas function. 
These comments were taken on board and will be 
rectified for the next Xmas function. 

Correspondence:
Ben Lawrence has provided the club with a 
complete catalogue of labels issued by Coopers 
Brewery in South Australia. The club thanks Ben 
for his efforts.  
Copies of this comprehensive catalogue are 
available from the Assistant Secretary, Clive 
Windley. 

The newsletter of the Historical Bottle Collectors 
Society was received. 

A large parcel of labels from South Australia was 
gratefully received from our co-ordinator in that 
state, Bob Manouge. 

Another parcel of labels, this time from Western 
Australia was received from Jenny Hodgson via 
Gary McNair. 
Thanks to both members for their work and the 
labels have been passed on and will be distributed 
to members in forthcoming newsletters. 

Many replies to our "label of the year" survey were 
received. Results from this survey appear elsewhere 
in the newsletter. 

Finance:
The treasurer reports that our finances are fine. 

General Business: 
Mike Bannenberg has requested that members bring 
their C.U.B. collections to the next meeting as they 
will help with the research for his proposed label 
history of Carlton Brewery. 
This could be an ideal time to bring in swaps etc. 

George Crompton presented several excellent 
publications from foreign label collecting clubs. 

Alex Freer reported that the specially labelled club 
Xmas beer has been nearly sold out as have the 
decks of cards featuring beer facts. 
(Post meeting note: All Gone) 

John Green reports that a good range of organic 
beers are now available from a heath food shop in 
North Road, Ormond. 

John Long reported that excellent label collections 
from the various state libraries are available on your 
computer. 
Go to "Google" then click on 
"Pictures of Australia" 
Then go to "Labels". 
Also go to "Hotels". 

The raffles were then drawn and the lucky winners 
were:
1st. A24 Colin Murphy 
2nd. A5 Ron Barker, 
3rd  A32 Ross Smith. 

29 members signed the members’ attendance book. 

The formalities concluded at approximately 1.30 
p.m.  

I look forward to seeing you all at the next meeting 
to be held at the Club Tivoli on April 9th. 

Angus MacEwan. 



What’s Brewing with Mini Breweries 

There seems to be a lot of activity in this area; new ones being discovered every week or so. Here is a 
selection of fairly recent newcomers. Note that we may have labels from some, while some may not have 
issued labels at this stage; and some others may not have even got off the ground – yet. 
Many thanks to those eagle-eyed members who have sent me sample labels, or pictures of labels.  

New South Wales  
Alstonville Northern Rivers 
Griffith William Bull 
Guildford Flavema  
Jindabyne Snowy Mountains 
Newcastle Newcastle  
 Queens Wharf Hotel
Smeaton Grange Australian Independent 
St. Peters St. Peters 
Sydney Australian Independent Brewers 
 Macquarie Hotel
 Paddy’s 
Tamworth Brittens 
 Ironbark 
Woolongong Five Islands 

Northern Territory
Darwin Frontier 

Queensland  
Bulimba Oxford 152 
Spring Hill Cheers 
Toowong St. Arnou 
Townsville Townsville Brewing 
West Archerfield ?  

South Australia   
Adelaide Holdfast 
 Port Adelaide
McLaren Vale Boars Rock 

Tasmania
Berriedale Moorilla 
Golconda Lone Star 
Hobart Battery Point  
 St.Ives 
 Wineglass Bay
Rosevears Rosevears Waterfront 

Victoria
Ballarat Ballarat University 
Beechworth Bridge Road 
Cassilis Mount Markey Wines 

Camperdown Purrumbete 
Melbourne Geebung Polo Club Hotel  
 Gunn Island
 James Squire

Matilda Bay Garage 
 Vintage Beers
Steels Creek Hargreaves Hill 
Swan Hill Glenbar Malting 

Western Australia  
Armadale Darling Range 
 Last Drop

Elizabeth Village Pub  
Baskerville Feral 
Bridgetown Blackwood Valley 
Busselton Wildwood 
Henley Brook Duckstein 

Elmars in the Valley 
Joondalup Edith Cowan University 
Mandurah Blue Jac’s 
Margaret River Bug Ocean 
 Colonial 
Palmyra Gage Roads 
Pemberton Pemberton 
Perth Nail 
 Old Swan

Recent Issues 
Lone Hand Springwater Stout - Mt Markey Wines - 
now with 330ml & 640ml labels 
Lone Hand Springwater Pale Ale - Mt Markey 
Wines - 330ml 
Blue Tongue Traditional Pilsener 
Crakenback Pale Ale - Snowy Mountains Brewery - 
Brewed by Blue Tongue 
The Chef's Wicked Chocolate Beer - Wicked - now 
335mL 
Mountain Goat Surefoot Stout  330ml 
Holgate Brewhouse Old Pale Ale - Rectangular 
label
Dirty Dan's Dark Delight  - Wicked 335mL 



BUY, SWAP & SELL 

John Long has two rare labels from Coghlan & 
Tullochs Ballarat Brewing Co. Ltd. that he is 
offering for exchange. 
1. Genuine Malt Ale in mint condition and 
2. Extra Stout but the label is stained and very 

fragile. 
These labels are shown later in the magazine. 

He is looking for old New Zealand labels such as: 
D.J.Barry, Gisborne 
C.L.Innes & Co., Hamilton 
E.Newbegin, Hastings 
Westland Breweries Ltd., Hokitika 
Southland Brewery, Invercargill 
J.R.Dodson, Nelson 
Standard Brewery Co., Palmerston N. 
Westland Brewery, Reefton 
Or any other of similar age.  

Please write, phone or email 
N.J.Long
P.O.Box 363 
Creswick 
Victoria, 3363 
(03) 5345 8040 
email: nmlong@vic.australis.com.au 

From Arunas Cyzius  
I collect beer labels. I am very interested in 
Australia and New Zealand labels. In exchange I 
can send labels from Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, 
Bielarussia, Scandinavian and other Europe 
countries.
Please, write, what labels are you interested in.
My address: 
Arunas Cyzius 
Vytauto 3-5 
08118 Vilnius 
Lithuania

From: MartinSauereisen@aol.com 
Dear Alex, how are you? 
I have one question, I have heard that some 
collectors in Australia have beer labels from 
Somalia. Do you know something about this? I am 
looking for a very long time for a beer label from 
Somalia and I am very interested to buy such a beer 
label. 
Please let me know if you know something about 
this and if possible please send me addresses from 
collectors who have beer labels from Somalia. 

Thank you very much. 

Best greetings from Esslingen 
Martin Sauereisen 

From Libor VOJACEK 
Libor is offering exotic beer labels and coasters 
from Mongolia. 
For more information, send an email to: 
CzechBeerMan@seznam.cz or visit:
http://album.inmail.cz/*czechbeerman (only pure 
Czech beer stuff for sale or trade)  
http://album.inmail.cz/*beer-articles (worldwide 
beer stuff for sale)  

P.S. I am seeking urgently for good amount of beer 
coasters from Tahiti (Hinano) Brewery, from 
Wailima brewery, from Tonga Royal Beer and 
Brasserie Lorraine.   If you can help me with that, I 
will buy.

Libor VOJACEK
CzechBeerMan beer reporter and collector
tel: 00420 721740804 

From Martina Šilhavá 
He writes: My name is Martina Šilhavá. I’m 
collector of beer labels from the Czech Republic. I 
would like to change beer labels with somebody 
from your club. I send you Czech and Slovak beer 
labels. 
His address: 
Martina Šilhavá 
U Poradny 222 
252 61 JENE
CZECH REPUBLIC 

From Václav Zborovsky 
He would like to change beer labels from: 
Africa, Asia, Europe, Central America, Pacific 
Islands.
BUT … he does NOT want labels from: Germany, 
Poland,Spain, Austria, Hungary, Ukraine, Belgium, 
UK, Holland, France, Switzerland or Belorus 

His address: 
Radislavice 39 
683 21 Pustim
CZECH Republic



Labels Issued March 2006. 

Victoria
Red Duck Amber Ale 
Red Duck Porter 
Red Duck Pale Ale 
Aztec Gold 
VBLCS Christmas Lager 2005 
Mountain Goat Surefoot Stout 
Beechworth Celtic Red Ale 

New South Wales 
Tooheys Red 
Tooheys Extra Dry 
Hahn Ice Beer 
Hahn Premium Light, type 1. 
Hahn Premium Light, type 2. 

South Australia 
Coopers Best Extra Stout + neck 
Coopers Premium Lager + neck 
Coopers Premium Light + neck 
Coopers Sparkling Ale 

Tasmania
Moo Brew Pale Ale + neck + back 
Cascade Amber Ale + neck + back 
Cascade Pale Ale 
Boags Light + neck 

Western Australia 
Swan Draught 375 
Swan Draught 750 
Swan Mild 375 
Emu Bitter 375 

Queensland 
Castlemaine XXXX Gold 
Castlemaine Sovereign + back 

Plus assortment of older Australian labels just 
released from a member's spares collection, some 
duplicates of labels previously released and assorted 
foreign labels.

Imported Beers? 

I have noticed that a number of beers advertised as imported, are no longer actually imported. 
Some I have seen are Heineken, Stella Artois, Carlsberg, Tuborg, Becks, Ashai and of course bottled (6% 
A/V) Guinness. 
If any member knows of others I would appreciate if they would let me know. 
Cheers, Jack Wilks 

ON-LINE BEER ENCYCLOPEDIA

Members with internet access may like to try this site: http://wikibraeu.sciam.de

It is an open source beer encyclopaedia along the lines of wikipedia. 
The idea seems good, and members might like to try their hand at adding to, and correcting information on 
Australian (or other) breweries. 
I have already made a simple correction, a mis-spelling of Geebung, in Geebung Polo Club Pub-Brewery. 
Cheers, Jack Wilks 

BEER LABELS ON CD 
Version 4 of the Australian Beer Label Catalog on CD is available. This version contains nearly 9,000 
pictures of labels. There are several changes to the structure and also new sections for Hotel labels, Keg 
labels and non-alcoholic beers. 
I have also developed a CD comprising New Zealand and Pacific Islands at a special introductory price of 
$A15.00 (Post Paid). There is still some work to be done on this catalog and I would appreciate any 
assistance that members might offer by way of suggestions or label contributions (.jpg images will be 
gratefully accepted). 
Please send an email to afreer@bigpond.net.au if you require any further information. 



CLUB RAFFLES

As at February 20th. 2006, the following members 
have credit as listed: 
David Ellison Dec 2007 
Alister Graham Oct 2007 
Larry Ross Aug 2007 
Alan Colclough June 2007 
Sue Plant June  2007 
Voldemars Legzdins April 2007 
Mick Davis Feb 2007 
Ivor Nicholson Dec 2006 
Phil Buckley Dec 2006 
Craig Moxey Dec 2006 
Colin Murphy Oct 2006 
Craig Pelton Oct 2006 
Spyros  Repousos Aug  2006 

In the April raffle, all prizes will feature a pre-
World War 2, CUB label. 
1st Prize will feature a Carlton Bitter Ale, with 
interlocked CB logo (not CUB) 
2nd Prize will have a Carlton Bitter Ale with a 
Interlocked CUB logo and 3rd Prize will have an  
Abbotsford Special Sparkling Ale label. 
All prizes will contain approx 200 labels, a 
selection of Australian and Overseas labels.
Tickets are $1.00 each with a maximum of two 
tickets ($2.00) per member. 
Available from Jack Wilks, 65 Tiverton Drive, 
Mulgrave, Victoria 3170 

EMPLOYMENT
CAIRNS MICROBREWERY - MASTER BREWER WANTED 
New to the Cairns area, Cairns Microbrewery is setting up in central Cairns in early 2006. We will be 
seeking a Master Brewer to head up brewing operations for this venture and are inviting applicants to apply 
now for this post-installation role. The position will suit a well-trained brewer who has plenty of 
experience working with start-ups.
Besides brewing operations and management, the role holds great appeal for an ambitious candidate, since 
they will also play an integral role in recipe formulation, branding and business development. 
It is essential that any prospective candidate: be a consummate self-starter, be experienced and exhibit 
success in small-scale brewing, have a good business sense and be able to make sensible operational 
decisions that contribute to business success.
Please email CV/Resumes to: tonylewis@boltblue.com  
Rob Greenaway 

From the Editor 
Many thanks to those many members who have sent 
articles, labels, pictures and all sorts of other 
information for the Newsletter and Catalogs. 

From the Treasurer

Change of Address 

Nigel Williams 
25 Grand Bank Parkway 
Mindarie
Perth W.A., 6030 
Phone (08) 9305 2073 
Email: nigan@iinet.net.au

David Lenaz 
Casella Postale 1894 
34100 Trieste 
ITALY

Forthcoming Meeting Dates 

9 April 2006, 
1 June 2006, 
13 August 2006, 
8 October 2006; to be confirmed, 
10 December 2006 



BREWERY NAMES 
AUSTRALIA

       There have been very few breweries in Australia that have not been dignified with some form of title. Some 
names have perhaps been inappropriate, others highly descriptive, some even comical, but all are worthy of 
more than just a glance. 
       For centuries, the English Burton water was considered to be one of the best in the world for brewing. 
Malting and brewing had been carried on at Burton-on-Trent since the 12th century and in 1900, ‘… there were 

31 breweries of giant size, employing 8,000 people, brewing the famous Burton Ale which was exported world 

wide.’ The name Burton was synonymous with the finest of ales and it seemed logical that any brewery by the 
name of Burton, would put out the best quality ale, irrespective of where the brewery was located or where the 
water came from. Some brewers who migrated to Australia, took up the name BURTON BREWERY, believing 
that it would signify to the public that their beer was the best. Australia has had fifteen Burton Breweries 
scattered across the country, but few survived more than a few years. 
       A most unlikely name was the ALPINE BREWERY. It was built on flat land, a long way from any 
mountain and located only a few metres from the sea. 
       Adelaide is the capital city of South Australia yet for reasons unknown, there was an ADELAIDE 
BREWERY in the Victorian town of Bendigo and another ADELAIDE BREWERY in Sydney. As an example 
of further contradiction in location, a SYDNEY BREWERY existed 250km west of Sydney at the tiny 
township of Burrundulla. 
       The use of Aboriginal names for Australian towns is quite common and one was also used for a brewery. 
This was the WITTABRINNA BREWERY that operated in the small town of Tibooburra in the far northwest 
of New South Wales. The town name is an Aboriginal word meaning ‘heaps of boulders’ or ‘rocks’. 
       The ROCK BREWERY, Jamieson, Victoria; the STONE BREWERY at Port Augusta, South Australia and 
the ROCKY MOUTH BREWERY at Maclean, New South Wales, may have been named after some geological 
feature; but certainly not the ARTILLERY BREWERIES in Hobart and Melbourne and the CANNON 
BREWERY in Adelaide, with their military connotations. 
       The brewery in the township of Buninyong, near Ballarat, Victoria, had the somewhat confusing title of the 
BUNINYONG CRYSTAL TEMPERANCE MALT ALE COMPANY, which brewed alcoholic beverages after 
the company was formed. Some ten years later, the temperance part of the name finally took effect and the 
brewery then produced only non-alcoholic drinks. Ironically, the Temperance brewery was forced to close 
when its bottled lemonade was found to contain alcohol. 
       The names of some Australian breweries were not chosen for easy conversation. One such brewery was the 
COROWA AND WAHGUNYAH BREWING AND MALTING COMPANY LIMITED; and another, THE 
CASTLEMAINE BREWERY AND WOOD BROTHERS AND COMPANY, NEWCASTLE, NEW SOUTH 
WALES, LIMITED. There was also the RIVERINE BREWERY, AERATED WATERS AND ROLLING 
AND MILLING COMPANY LIMITED, which operated at Deniliquin, New South Wales. The longest name 
for an Australian brewery can be attributed to the one that was located in the small outback township of Broad 
Arrow in Western Australia. It was called THE BROAD ARROW, BARDOC AND BLACK FLAG 
BREWING, AERATED WATER AND ICE COMPANY LIMITED; fourteen words just for the name of the 
brewery. The owners later changed the name to the Shamrock. 
       The names of animals and birds were often a popular choice. Throughout Australia, there have been fifteen 
LION BREWERIES and five more called the RED LION. Other breweries have been named the EMU, 
BUFFALO, SWALLOW, UNICORN, EAGLE, EAGLEHAWK, FALCON, BLACK HORSE, WHITE 
HORSE, BLACK SWAN, SWAN, TERRIER, KANGAROO and TIGER. There was even a DRAGON 
BREWERY. 
       William Champion of Hobart had been in the hat manufacturing business and when he started brewing in 
1845, he was proud to trade as the JOLLY HATTERS BREWERY. Champion died, but the new owners 
continued to use the name. Another odd name was the BELLTOPPER BREWERY, which started in 1866 at 
Wahgunyah in northern Victoria. 
       If the choice of name was intended to portray the character of a brewery, the owner of the brewery at 
Hamilton, Tasmania, had other things in mind when he chose the name HIT OR MISS BREWERY. The 
founder, James Middleton, didn’t miss when he accidentally shot himself in the foot and died as the result. In 
spite of the name, the HIT OR MISS BREWERY continued in business for 31 years. 



      The PICNIC POINT BREWERY at Bairnsdale, Victoria, was an attractive name. It was located at 
Bairnsdale, Victoria, close to the picturesque Gippsland Lakes. A rather peculiar name was the ZIG ZAG 
BREWERY, named after the famous Zig-Zag steam railway which crisscrossed its way through the Blue 
Mountains of New South Wales. 
       With a hint of old England, Edward Latham chose YE OLDE TYMES BREWERY when he began 
brewing at the Melbourne suburb of Richmond. In sharp contrast, no image consultant was needed in choosing 
the name CITY BREWERY. There were fourteen of them, and surprisingly, not all in a city. 
       Many emigrants from the United Kingdom used brewery names that reminded them of their home country. 
The Irish chose the SHAMROCK BREWERY; there were five of them, and the DUBLIN BREWERY; two. 
The Scots favoured the EDINBURGH BREWERY. In fine English tradition, there was the LONDON 
BREWERY, the CROWN, ROYAL, IMPERIAL, YORKSHIRE, BRITANNIA and eleven ALBION 
BREWERIES. There was even a BEEFEATER BREWERY in Tasmania and an ENGLISH ALE BREWERY 
in Sydney during the 1850s. By far the most popular name was the VICTORIA BREWERY, named after 
Queen Victoria of England. No fewer than twenty-one Victoria breweries have operated in Australia. 
       The NEW YORK BREWERY seemed a little out of place in Sydney and another brewery in Sydney 
presented its message clearly as the STRONG BEER BREWERY. It was in business as early as 1809. 
       CASTLEMAINE BREWERY was frequently used, with breweries located at Brisbane and Toowoomba in 
Queensland; Fremantle and Geraldton in Western Australia; Newcastle, Sydney and Walgett in New South 
Wales and in Victoria, at Melbourne and two at the country town of Castlemaine where the original brewery 
was located. 
       Other popular choices were the WEST END BREWERY; there were nine of them; the PHOENIX 
BREWERY; thirteen, and seven STANDARD BREWERIES. 
       Toward the end of the 19th century, great excitement and controversy prevailed over the question of 
Federation. This took place on the 1st of January 1901 and Australia then became one nation. Several years 
earlier, in anticipation of the event, some breweries started up or changed their name to the FEDERAL 
BREWERY, some as early as 1890. At least 300 breweries were operating in Australia at the time of 
Federation, with eight trading as the FEDERAL BREWERY. 
       For the many Australians with national pride, the AUSTRALIAN BREWERY may have been a preferred 
choice. Oddly enough, there have been only six breweries of that name throughout Australia's history; one at 
Carcoar and another at Cobar, both in New South Wales; two in Sydney and two in Melbourne. There can be 
some pride in the knowledge that Australia’s third brewery was named THE AUSTRALIAN BREWERY. It 
started in 1803 and remained in business for more than 50 years, a considerable achievement for any brewery, 
or for any business, in those pioneering days. 

Copyright: Keith M. Deutsher 
1 January 2006 



A NICE COLD BEER 

This article does not attempt to review the infinite number and variety of beers that are available in the market 
place. Whatever brand and style you choose, the findings and advice given may hopefully lead to better 
enjoyment in the course of your favourite pastime - enjoying a nice cold beer. 

The Glass My next-door neighbour, Mervyn, says that if you are a slow drinker, use a small glass so that 
the beer won’t go flat or start getting warm. He suggests there are social aspects to consider. You might prefer a 
good size glass - a 500ml, better still a litre if you happen to be down at the Miners Arms pub. You wouldn’t 
want to be seen drinking from a tiddly little 100ml glass. What about a glass beer mug with a handle? Well, it 
keeps the hand away from the body of the glass and stops the fingers warming up the beer. Then there are those 
baluster shape large glasses for wheat beer, and lots more. Merv has a Waterford crystal beer glass; uses it to 
impress the visitors. 

Pewter Mug Unlike glass, which is a non-conductor, the pewter mug gets as cold as the beer that seems even 
colder as you take a sip. But the corner pub never serves beer in a pewter mug so you'd have to carry your own. 
The trouble with a pewter mug is that you can't see what you're drinking. Merv likes to see the colour of his 
beer. Another disadvantage, pewter mugs are always small. 

The Stein The beer stein definitely has class, and therapeutic benefits too. You can fiddle with the hinged 
lid for hours, by flicking it up and down with your thumb on the prong. It also has the advantage of keeping out 
flies and insects. With the lid down, you'll never get bugs in your beer. Have you ever seen a bug in a beer? 
Never! How many times have you had to flick a fly out of your beer? Never! The lid's just there for effect and 
to fiddle with. What's more, you still can't see the beer even with the lid up, and it's too awkward to carry 
around. Merv has two at home in his show cabinet; takes them out on special occasions. 

A Yard There are round bottom glasses available, with a cord attached through holes at the top so that 
you can hang it around your neck; the constant companion. People have a compulsion to keep topping it up for 
you. Try drinking a Yard of Ale, a metre long, with a big bowl at the bottom for the beer, a great long narrow 
neck and a big trumpet shape mouth. It's tricky stuff trying to drink a Yard of Ale without spilling any. When 
they hand you a Yard of Ale, the problem is you can't put it down; you have to hold it until you drink the lot. 
You could pass it on to someone else, but Merv prefers to wander about, holding on to his Yard of Ale, with a 
Constant Companion hanging around his neck. 

The Bottle In Queensland and anywhere else where it's hot, they drink out of stubbies that they put inside a 
foam plastic holder. It keeps the beer cold. You don't use a glass. If there's a group up at the bar drinking from 
stubbies in foam holders, you do the same, you wouldn't dare ask for a glass. Again, when everyone's drinking 
straight out of a stubby without a holder, do the same but take care not to let beer dribble down your chin. Fred 
has an opinion on the subject: “The worst way to drink beer is with a straw and next is from a bottle. You can 
only take small sips, the beer gets fizzy and you end up full of wind. You can't get a decent drink sucking on a 
bottle.” 

Two for One A glass has to be squeaky clean. Have you ever had a glass where you can tell that it's had 
brandy or whisky in it, or the soap hadn't been properly rinsed out? Mervyn uses this as a ploy. He orders the 
largest glass available, a litre if they have one. Having consumed almost all of the beer, Merv then complains 
loudly to the bartender that the glass isn't clean, that it hasn't been washed properly, has a funny smell. Very 
promptly, he gets a new full glass. Effectively, Merv gets two glasses for the price of one. Of course, he can 
only get away with this once at the pub, but there's always another pub just down the road. He's thinking about 
how to complain about the beer. 

Temperature Australians like a cold beer. If it's not cold they won’t drink it. That's not quite true - any 
temperature will do in an emergency. Ask Merv. But in hotels and wherever beer is served, it has to be cold. 
Have you ever heard of an Australian asking for a warm beer? How cold should the beer be? Maybe minus 1 
degree C, or plus 1.5 degrees C? What about 4.7 degrees C? Nobody knows and who cares anyway as long is 



the beer is cold. No one carries a thermometer around with them to shove in their glass of beer just to check the 
temperature. Besides, they wouldn't know what temperature to check for. 
Imagine asking a barmaid, “A glass of beer please, 3.4 degrees centigrade if you don't mind.” 
The barmaid might reply, “Certainly sir, and then proceed to fill up a glass straight from the tap. 
There you are sir. Sorry, but it's 3.8 degrees C. Hope that's OK.”  
Then what do you do? Well, you could take a sip, ponder a while, and then tell the barmaid, “Well, actually it's 
a bit warm but it'll do.” 

Research We asked Merv some questions. He says he knows a thing or two about beer, serves in the liquor 
store at Bi-Lo and besides, his cousin is a sort of chemist at the fertiliser factory so Merv has access to things 
technical and scientific. 

Q.1: “Do you prefer draught beer out of the tap at the pub, or out of a can or bottle at home?” 
Merv: “Well, at the pub, it's out of the tap which is out of a stainless steel keg. I don't keep a keg at home, so I 
have the same draught beer at home - out of a bottle of course, wouldn't give you a cent for a tin can.” 
Q.2: “I see. Have you ever tried draught beer from a can?” 
Merv: “Yep! Didn't like it.” 
Q.3: “Why?” 
Merv: “Just didn't like it.” 
Q.4: “Right! We'll move on. Which do you prefer to drink from; a glass - with or without a handle, a 
stoneware stein, a pewter mug, a paper cup or a straw or something else?” 
Merv: “I'm easy - whatever.” 
Q.5: “Yes, well! Next question. How cold should the beer be, roughly what temperature?” 
Merv: “Just nice and cold.” 

We had a few nice cold beers and chatted on for quite some time but the conversation kept moving away from 
the topic and there was really nothing more to report. 

So there it is from Merv. Some profound opinion and advice from a self proclaimed expert who says he knows 
what he's talking about. We found out later why he doesn't like cans. He collects bottle labels. 

Keith M. Deutsher 
1 January 2006 

AUCTION OF A SET OF ELLIS-KELLS LABELS 

Most members would be aware of the rarity value of Ellis-Kells labels from the brewery in Darwin that closed 
in the early 1950’s. (reference: “The Breweries of Australia” by Keith Deutsher,  page 311). 

A full set of labels has become available and the owner has asked me to offer them for sale. 
I propose to auction them. Any member interested can contact me, Jack Wilks either by phone 03 9561 4221, 
email, jwilks@bigpond.net.au, or write to 65 Tiverton Drive, Mulgrave, Victoria. 
Members who make an offer will notified if they have been outbid, I expect a lot of interest in these labels. 
I will close off the sale on Sunday 9th April (VBLCS meeting date)  
   



BAR CODES 

Many countries have EAN coding authorities that 
regulate the use of retail barcodes.  
EAN-13 is used worldwide for marking retail goods. 
The symbol encodes 13 characters; the first two or three 
digits are a country code that identifies the country in 
which the manufacturer is registered (not necessarily 
where the product is actually made). The country code is 
followed by 9 or 10 data digits (depending on the length 
of the country code) and a single digit checksum. 2-digit 
and 5-digit supplemental barcodes may be added for a 
total of 14 or 17 data digits. 

The Uniform Code Council, UCC, which issues retail 
codes in the USA, has announced that all retail scanning 
systems in the USA must be able to accept the EAN-13 
symbol as well as the standard UPC-A.  
The USA has begun the process of moving to the EAN-
13 symbol, which will be known as the UPC-13 symbol 
in the USA. Existing UPC-A codes do not have to be 
changed, but new identification numbers issued will 
follow the UPC-13 format. 

This means that imported products labelled with EAN-
13 codes do not have to be re-labelled for retail sale in 
the USA and Canada. The official date by which all 
retail scanning systems must accept the EAN-13 code is 
January 1, 2005. 

EAN-8 is a shortened version of the EAN-13 code. It 
includes a 2 or 3-digit country code, 4 or 5 data digits 
(depending on the length of the country code), and a 
checksum digit. While it is possible to add a 2-digit or 5-
digit extension barcode, the primary purpose of the 
EAN-8 code is to use as little space as possible. 
Unlike the UPC-E symbol, which compresses data that 
could also be printed as a full-size UPC-A symbol by 
squeezing out zeroes, the data digits in an EAN-8 
symbol specifically identify a particular product and 
manufacturer. Since a limited number of EAN-8 codes 
are available in each country, they are issued only for 
products with insufficient space for a normal EAN-13 
symbol. 
Thus, a 2-digit country code permits a total of only 
100,000 item numbers.  

COUNTRY CODES 
00 - 13 UCC USA Canada 
20 - 29 In-store numbers 
30 - 37 EAN France 
380 BCCI Bulgaria 
383 EAN Slovenia 
385 EAN Croatia 
387 EAN Bosnia-
Herzegovina 
400 - 440 CCG Germany 
45 + 49 DCC Japan 
460 - 469 EAN Russian 
Federation 
471 EAN Taiwan 
474 EAN Estonia 
475 EAN Latvia 
476 EAN Azerbaijan 
477 EAN Lithuania 
478 EAN Uzbekistan 
479 EAN Sri Lanka 
480 PANC Philippines 
481 EAN Belarus 
482 EAN Ukraine 
484 EAN Moldova 
485 EAN Armenia 
486 EAN Georgia 
487 EAN Kazakhstan 
489 HKANA Hong-Kong 
50 EAN UK 
520 EAN Greece 
528 EAN Lebanon 
529 EAN Cyprus 
531 EAN Macedonia 
535 EAN Malta 
539 EAN Ireland 
54 EAN Belgium, 
Luxembourg 

560 CODIPOR Portugal 
569 EAN Iceland 
57 EAN Denmark 
590 EAN Poland 
594 EAN Romania 
599 EAN Hungary 
600 – 601 EAN South Africa 
608 EAN Bahrain 
609 EAN Mauritius 
611 EAN Morocco 
613 EAN Algeria 
616 EAN Kenya 
619 Tunicode Tunisia 
621 EAN Syria 
622 EAN Egypt 
624 EAN Libya 
625 EAN Jordan 
626 EAN Iran 
627 EAN Kuwait 
628 EAN Saudi Arabia 
629 EAN Emirates 
64 EAN Finland 
690 – 695 ANC China  
70 EAN Norway 
729 EAN Israel 
73 EAN Sweden 
740 EAN Guatemala 
741 EAN El Salvador 
742 EAN Honduras 
743 EAN Nicaragua 
744 EAN Costa Rica 
745 EAN Panama 
746 EAN Dominican 
Rep. 
750 AMECE Mexico 
759 EAN Venezuela 

76 EAN Switzerland 
770 IAC Colombia 
773 EAN Uruguay 
775 EAN Peru 
777 EAN Bolivia 
779 EAN Argentina 
780 EAN Chile 
784 EAN Paraguay 
786 ECOP Ecuador 
789 – 790 EAN Brazil 
80 - 83 INDICOD Italy 
84 AECOC Spain 
850 ? Cuba 
858 EAN Slovakia 
859 EAN Czech Rep. 
860 EAN YU Yugoslavia 
867 EAN DPR North Korea 
869 UCCET Turkey 
87 EAN Nederland 
880 EAN South Korea 
885 EAN Thailand 
888 SANC Singapore 
890 EAN India 
893 EAN Vietnam 
899 EAN Indonesia 
90 – 91 EAN Austria 
93 EAN Australia 
94 EAN New Zealand 
955 EAN Malaysia 
958 EAN Macau 
977 Periodicals ISSN 
978 – 979 Books ISBN 
980 Refund receipts 
981 – 982 Common currency 
coupons 
99 Coupons  



And now for some pictures … 

Coghlan & Tulloch labels being offered by John Long 

Ellis-Kells Labels – Please note that these are sample labels and may not be precisely what are being offered at the Auction being 
conducted by Jack Wilks. 

And, what about these? Ever seen them before? And before you ask; NO, I do not have the labels; only the pictures. Where are they
from? How about Ethiopia, Falkland Islands and Chatham Island (N.Z.) 






