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PRESIDENT’S PAGE 
 
By the time you receive this Newsletter, Christmas festivities would have been over and all 
are now enjoying some form of holiday or general relaxation. Yes, 2006 was a big year for 
most of us. The passing of Alex Freer was a sad loss and all said he left a big void to fill, 
which was true. Importantly we must go forward and this we did. I am proud that we have a 
close and valued Society and in times of need the hands went up. The VBLCS has some 
very talented and skilled people and we value their support. Our new Editor Umit Ugur was 
given a free reign to modify our Newsletter and off he went. A great job Umit, and no doubt 
more to follow. Our Website Co Coordinator in Ben Lawrence [living in South Australia] 
has done a fantastic job in reformatting a site that Alex set up as a legacy. More about Ben’s 
Website developments are seen in the body of this edition. Alex kept a strict and personal 
control over the finances hence modifying was a challenge. In came David and I have 110% 
confidence in his bookkeeping and accounting strategies and management. Finances are 
always a key and focal point of any Club hence must be managed with integrity. David, 
thank you for your commitment and support in this area. Special thanks must go out to our 
other key people in Angus our Secretary, Clive, our diehard Assistant Secretary [and 
postman], evergreen George our Historian and my mentor and not the least Jack our Raffle 
Coordinator. Guys without your professional help we would be nowhere. Thanks a lot. 
 
Special thanks must go to our supporting Major and Micro Breweries. Their relationship 
with our Liaison Officers in supplying labels is very much appreciated. Our Liaison Officers 
in their respective States communicate to us on key activities and issues and we appreciated 
their commitment …Thanks Guys. To the Breweries a massive thank you. I know the cost 
can be great for a small and struggling Micro hence we as members must support their 
products and beer styles in general. Beer consumed responsibly and matched with food in a 
social environment is a great social activity. Not to mention swapping of labels at the same 
time.  
 
With the closing of 2006 we are now looking for the "Label of the Year for 2006". This 
activity has been going for some time now and is a much sought after prize by the brewers. 
Your Committee will soon draw up a short list for voting and I urge all to give their full 
support. The micro Brewery section is going to be really tough.  
 
On a financial note, a number of reminders have gone out to members for their 2007 
subscriptions and ten have not responded for various or unknown reasons. These 
memberships will be suspended until further notice. Please, if you have any issues with your 
Society then direct them to your Committee or me, for resolution.  
 
Club Tivoli offers a fine restaurant providing excellent German food and a range of 
beverages. Prices are very reasonable and the service is excellent. Give it a try. 
Remember the next meeting is on 9th February 2007, at 1.00 pm with meeting and 
swapping of labels and breweriana conducted in a fine social atmosphere.  
 
Cheers and happy collecting. 
 
Rob Greenaway  



DECEMBER MEETING NOTES 
 
The meeting was held at the Club Tivoli and commenced at 12.15.pm. 
 
APOLOGIES: 
There were no reported apologies. 
 
MINUTES: 
The minutes from the October meeting were read and no comments were forthcoming. 
 
FINANCE: 
A comprehensive financial report was given and tabled by the Treasurer. The Treasurer 
proposed that the club move all of its banking over to Bendigo Bank as their rates are far 
more favourable than our present arrangements. The motion was proposed by David Dobney 
and seconded by Keith Deutscher. The motion was passed by all members. It was also 
proposed that the club move to the MYOB system next financial year 
 
GENERAL BUSINESS: 
The distribution of the Alex Freer collection has been put on hold until next year at the 
request of his wife. It is imperative that his family’s privacy is kept. 
 
The Guinness books have been sold out. 
 
Gary McNair and Ray Everingham have volunteered to continue with the catalogue CDs that 
were started by Alex Freer. This was agreed to as long as all transactions were put through 
the club. 
 
A summary of the club website was given by Rob Greenaway and thanks was passed to Ben 
Lawrence for his work on it. 
 
It was reported that club member from Hobart, Alistair Graham was on the Collectors Show 
on the ABC recently with his work collection of fish for the CSIRO.  He mentioned that the 
presenters might be interested on featuring a beer label collection in the future. 
 
The usual fine collection of foreign beer label club newsletters was presented by our 
historian, George Crompton. 
 
A book on New Zealand beers was kindly donated to the club library by Colin Rich via 
Michael Bannenberg. 
 
It was suggested by several members that it would be good if a different theme for swapping 
at each meeting. The editor will suggest the theme in the preceding newsletter. 
 
Kieth Deutscher passed a motion to thank the committee and especially David Dobney and 
Umit Ugur for their efforts with Finance and the Newsletter respectively. 



Jack Wilks suggested that Print Post from Australia Post be investigated, as it should save 
the club money on the Australian component of the distribution of the newsletter. 
 
Ron Barker kindly donated a box of pens for distribution in the room.. 
 
RAFFLES: 
 
The raffles were drawn and the winners were –  
1st. C66 David Ellison, 
2nd C65 Ross Mackie, 
3rd D72 Gary McNair. 
 
There were several bottles raffled to members in the room. 
 
The meeting was closed at 1.15 pm and all the members present enjoyed a drink and eats 
with the compliments of the club. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish all club members and their families a happy and 
safe Christmas and New Year. 
 
I look forward to meeting again next year, 
 
All the best, 
 
Angus MacEwan. 
 
 
DID YOU KNOW THAT? 
 
 
There are many archaeological findings in Anatolia (Turkey) dating back to 20th century BC 
that beer was produced there. Beer was regarded “sacred” and offered to gods during 
religious ceremonies by the Hittites, one of the oldest civilizations in history. The text below 
is taken from the religious regulations of the Hittite Empire: 
 
“If you don’t celebrate the festival of the month, festival of the year, festival of deer, festival 
of autumn, festival of spring, festival of thunder or any other festival to be celebrated in 
Hattusa (capital city of the Hittite Empire) with all the cows, sheep, bread, beer and wine 
and if you don’t offer these to gods, surely the gods will know what’s missing…Or if you 
don’t take them to gods, if you hide them at home, if you or your wives, your children, your 
servants consume them or if you give them to your visitors, you’ll be held responsible for 
your actions” 
 
It is believed that beer was introduced to Europe from Mesopotamia, via Egypt, North 
Africa and Spain. 
 
Source: Exhibition of Beer with Efes Pilsen, together for centuries.



VBLCS CHRISTMAS MEETING 
 

 
 

VBLCS Christmas meeting chaired by Rob 
Greenaway, flanked by Angus MacEwan 

and David Dobney 
 

 
 

Alan Richards, George Crompton, Ross 
Mackie & Ron Barker 

 

 
 

Bob Smith, Bob Kendell, Laurie Clark, 
Phill Langley, Gary McNair & Umit Ugur 

(they are all can collectors as well) 

VBLCS CHRISTMAS MEETING 
 

 
 

Attentive members listening 
 

 
 

George Robinson, Merle Hendry, Herb 
Wooding & Phyl Godden 

 

 
 

Bob Smith, Ron Barker & Bob Kendell at 
the food table 



VBLCS CHRISTMAS MEETING 
 

 
 

Ron Barker, Wayne Richardson & Alan 
Richards 

 

 
 

Bev Smith, Jill and Don Major (can 
collectors as well) 

 

 
 

Clive Oliver, Keith Deutscher & Michael 
Bannenberg 

 
 

A BOTTLE OF GUINNESS PLEASE. 
 
Mid November Gary McNair and I met 
with David Hughes, the author of the book 
about Guinness. 
 
He had just arrived from England with his 
wife for a three-week holiday in Australia, 
taking in Melbourne, Adelaide (via the 
Great Ocean Road) and Sydney, and had 
bought two boxes of the book with him. 
 
We had a few enjoyable pints with him 
and he said that although he had accrued a 
mass of information about bottled 
Guinness and the export trade, (he had 
been a Guinness brewer for nineteen years) 
he had never intended to write a book. 
 
However, after being been made redundant 
from his last job, he found he had spare 
time and so the book was made. 
 
And what a great book it is, containing a 
wealth of information and the illustrations, 
particularly the labels, are superb. 
 
Members will remember the reviews of the 
book listed in a past VBLCS Newsletter 
and I can only add my congratulations to 
those. 
 
Most of the books have been sold to 
members who had ordered them 
previously, and the remainder few books 
were sold at the Christmas meeting. 
 
The book was a limited edition of 2000, 
numbered and signed by David. 
 
He said he had sold 500 copies before he 
came to Australia. 
 
I’m sure the two thousand will all be sold 
soon, but whether there will be a second 
printing I’m not sure. 
 
Jack Wilks



AUSTRALIAN SMALL BREWERY UPDATE—JANUARY 2007 
 
 
Summer being prime beer-drinking season, I expected to see a surge in new brewery 
openings during the last few weeks (late November and early December), but this doesn’t 
seem to have happened. I know there are quite a few in the pipeline, so either news of some 
openings hasn’t filtered through to me yet, or a few are still to happen in the remaining week 
or two before Christmas (this report was assembled a bit earlier in the month than usual due 
to printing deadlines).  
 
Alternatively, there may be several frustrated microbrewery entrepreneurs who weren’t 
ready in time to take advantage of the lucrative festive period trade. Nevertheless, there is 
still enough going on across Australia at the moment in the small brewery sector to give me 
something to write about. 
 
As usual, contributions from readers will be gratefully received. If you have some news to 
share about Australian small breweries (e.g. your accounts of personal visits to new 
breweries, or discoveries of new products or new brewery websites, or newspaper and 
magazine articles about new breweries, or other such things) please send to the compiler at 
bstubbs@scu.edu.au or P.O. Box 5098, East Lismore, NSW, 2480. 
 
New South Wales 
 
Geoffrey Scharer, one of the pioneers of the Australian microbrewery movement, recently 
sold his George IV Inn and associated Scharer’s Little Brewery (est. 1987) at Picton. The 
new owners, who took over in March, plan to re-brand their beer, so be on the lookout for 
new labels. 
 
Further to the brief mention in the November Newsletter, I recently paid a visit to Newcastle 
and can report that there are two new Steel River Brewery labels to look for. Steel River 
Lager is available in bottles, and the company’s first beer, draught-only Pig Iron Lager, has 
been released in bottles as Platt’s Folly Old World Lager. 
 
Australian Capital Territory 
 
I called on Christoph Zierholz at his brewery in Fyshwick (Canberra) recently, and can 
report that his two core products, Zierholz German Ale and Zierholz Amber Ale are both in 
excellent condition. The German Ale is in the style of a Kölschbier (from Cologne) and the 
Amber Ale is an Altbier (Düsseldorf). Both beers are draught-only at this stage. A bottling 
line is being contemplated, but don’t hold your breath. 
 
Victoria 
 
In the July Newsletter I reported that Bridge Road Brewers at Beechworth was planning a 
move to new and larger premises; to the Old Coach House, behind Tanswell’s Hotel. This 
happened at the end of September, just in time for an Oktoberfest celebration at the 
brewery’s new base. 



South Australia 
 
In response to a plea in my September Update, Michael Doulton has advised that Gulf 
Brewery operates from a large shed in the industrial area of Hackham, and that there are 
plans to release three of fours bottled beers ‘before Christmas’. 
 
Western Australia 
 
Oz Brewing raised $1.5 million from a share offer that closed early this month, and is now 
accelerating the set-up of its microbrewery in Fremantle. I’ve heard that trial brews have 
been produced to be used for promotion of the company’s Mad Monk brand ahead of a stock 
exchange listing ‘before Christmas’ and a commencement of trading at the Mad Monk Beer 
Cafe in the first quarter of 2007. Are any Western Australian members following progress of 
this new operation? 
 
More information about most of the breweries mentioned here, including links to many 
brewery websites, can always be found by consulting The Australian Good Beer Directory 
(www. australiangoodbeerdirectory. com). 
 
Brett Stubbs, 15 December 2006 
 
 
BUY – SELL – TRADE – SWAP 
 
 
Members are invited to send their buy/sell/trade/swap notices to the Editor to be published in 
the Newsletter. 
 
Yves De Kock (609) of Belgium is looking for an Australian exchange partner who would 
like to exchange beer labels from all overseas countries for Australian labels.  His address is: 
Yves De Kock, Rue General Michel 11, 1120 Brussels, Belgium. 
 
Sarath K.T. Gamage of Sri Lanka is looking for exchange partners. His address is: Sarath 
K.T. Gamage, Asia Pacific Breweries (Lanka) Ltd, Kandy Rd, Manathagama, Sri Lanka. 
 
Adam Blok (383) wants to swap Port Dock Brewery Swanky 2006 label, Inchant Brewery 
Eldredge Ale, Moondyne’s Courage, Stirling Colonial labels. He has plenty of Lovely 
Valley labels and needs micro brewery labels not issued by the club. He also needs Lovely 
Valley “Hoppy’s Creamy Stout”. His address is: Adam Blok, 37 Traverse Ave, Salisbury 
Nth, SA 5108. 
 
Umit Ugur (603) wants to buy/trade labels/collections from Asia, Africa, Latin America and 
Ocenia. His address is: Umit Ugur, 2 McGahy Court, Templestowe, VIC 3106. 
 
 

Visit    VBLCS  web-site:               http://www.vblcs.com   



THEMATIC COLLECTIONS: ANIMAL LABELS 
 
Are animal names the most popular names given to beer? December 1995 issue of the “Beer, 
The Magazine” lists more than 200 beers named after animals, from Albatross Lager to 
Yellowjacket Ale, brewed in the USA. This number must have doubled since then. 
 
What about the Australian beers? I found more than 125 labels in my collection for beers 
named after animals, including bee, billfish, blowfly, blue groper, blue tongue, boar, buffalo, 
bull, bull ant, cane toad, cock, cod, crocodile, crow, dingo, dog, duck, eagle, elephant, emu, 
frog, gecko, goat, goose, hog, horse, Irish Terrier, Jack Russell, kangaroo, leather jacket, 
lion, mammoth, monkey, oyster, panther, parrot, penguin, raven, razorback, red ant, red 
back, rhino, rooster, stag, swan, Tasmanian Devil, terrier, tiger, tuna, wolf and yak. Did I 
miss an animal? 
 
What about the pictures on labels? There are many other labels depicting animal pictures 
although the beer name does not reflect that particular animal eg. some Tooth labels (horse), 
most Tooheys labels (stag), some Hahn labels (rooster), some Eagle Hawk Hill specials (pig, 
kiwi), Goulburn Gold (sheep), Outback Ale (frilled neck lizard), Outback Lager (kangaroo), 
Laguna Bay (shark), Sanctuary Cove (stork), Gulf Beer (crocodile), Cardens (sea horse), 
Jamieson Brown Ale (trout), Holgate (bull), Courage (rooster), Richmond (tiger) and many 
others.  
 
Below are some Australian beer labels with animal pictures on them. 
 

 



Below are some beer labels with animal pictures from around the world. 
 

 



VBLCS WEB SITE 
 
Some people might have notice the VBLCS website has been updated. There are lots of 
new features aimed to make communication between members easier.  
 
There is a new layout for the Labels section with lots of old labels and in the near future this 
will be updated to include micro brewery labels. 

 
The newsletter section now has a search feature so you can search for topics or micro 
breweries covered in the newsletters. Hopefully in the future this section will also allow 
members to download older newsletters, as many new members have not read the pre 2000 
newsletters. 
 
This section of the website will continue to evolve over time and any members who want to 
contribute scans of old labels or information about an old brewery are welcome.  
 
Another new feature of the website is the Forums section. The Forums will allow members 
to talk to each other and inform people of new label releases or recent finds. There are 5 
main areas to the forums.  
 
Major Breweries (CUB, Lion-Nathan, Coopers & Boags) 
Micro Breweries (Sorted by state) 
Other Beer related Topics (International & Closed breweries’ labels) 
For Sale / Wanted (Post labels you wish to sell, trade or labels you are after) 
Off topic (General chat that is not beer related and website help)  
 
Any Internet user has access to read the Forums but to be able to post new messages you 
will have to become a member of the Forums. The more collectors we can get to join the 
Forums the more useful they will be. 
 
If any member has any questions about the web page or would like to help contribute please 
call 0407 610 675 or email me on lacara@tpg.com.au  
 
Ben Lawrence 
 
DID YOU KNOW THAT? 
 
In ancient Egypt beer had status - a keg of beer was considered the only proper gift to be 
offered to the Pharaoh by a suitor seeking the hand of a royal princess. 30,000 gallons a year 
was also offered as a fitting gift to the Gods by Pharaoh Rameses II (1,200 BC). It is 
recorded that a similar amount was also offered to appease the gods when they became 
angry. 
 
Source: http://www.cascadehomebrew.com.au 
 

Visit    VBLCS  web-site:               http://www.vblcs.com   



MICRO BREWERIES – VINTAGE BEERS 

 
Edison Mani is the man behind Pomona brand fruit beers. He has been home brewing for 
about 20 years and about 5 years ago he wanted to go commercial by producing “Plum Ale”, 
“Cherry Ale” and “Apple Ale” in his home brewery located in Donvale, an eastern suburb of 
Melbourne. Like most of the microbreweries it is no more than a shed in the backyard where 
all the brewing, bottling and labelling is done with a capacity of 3,450 litres per batch.  
 
Edison  Mani  says  he  doesn’t  use  
any  preservatives  in  his  products.  
All  Pomona  Ales  are  made  from  
natural  ingredients  with  real  Vic- 
torian  fruits  macerated  in  the first  
brew,  to  convert  it to the  exquisite  
ales  at the end  of  the second  brew.  
 
A  secret amount of pure Australian  
honey  is  added  to  each  brew as a  
natural  preservative.  Pure  glucose  
creates  the  carbon dioxide with the  
help of the yeasts in each bottle. The  
living  yeast  keeps  the  ales  going  
forever as long as the bottles are kept  
at the right temperature - below 17oC.  
 
Edison believes  that  yeast  reacts to  
music in a positive way therefore his  
radio is on 24 hours a day in the shed.  
He also  adds  that the yeast sediment  
at the bottom of each  bottle  contains  
several vitamins and is good  for  the  
body. 
 
Although there are no plans to brew  
different  ales at  the moment, nego- 
tiations  are  underway  to  brew the  
ales  in  China for the world market. 
 
Why the name Pomona? Edison says:  
“Pomona  is  the  Roman  goddess of  
fruit  and  fruit orchards. Romans ate  
an  apple  at  the  end  of  a  feast  to  
appease  goddess Pomona”. It is also  
the name of his daughter. 
 
Umit Ugur  



FROM THE EDITOR 
 
 
As I promised I have updated the “Membership List” and have them distributed together 
with this issue of Newsletter. The alphabetical list includes the names, membership numbers 
and addresses of all the members (except one who didn’t want his address to be published) 
and telephone numbers and e-mail addresses of those members who gave permission for 
their inclusion. Please contact our Treasurer David Dobney for any omissions or corrections. 
 
This issue features animal labels as part of the thematic collections and Vintage Beer, my 
local micro brewery which produces Pomona brand fruit beers. The labels shown in the 
article are the complete set as of the end of December 2006. 
 
Thanks to Clive Windley who responded to my calls and sent a short article with photos 
about his recent visit to the Steam Exchange Brewery in South Australia. I would like to 
remind you again that any member can contribute to the Newsletter by writing an article 
about a brewery/microbrewery including photos and sending them to my e-mail address 
given on the inside cover page. The photos and scans should be in “jpeg” format. 
 
There is also an article about VBLCS web site by Ben Lawrence. I urge all the members to 
have a look at the web site and make use of the facilities provided. Thanks for a job well 
done Ben. 
 
Many thanks to Rob Greenaway, Angus McEwan, Michael Bannenberg, Brett Stubbs, Jack 
Wilks, Clive Windley, Ben Lawrence and Alan Richards for their contributions to this issue 
of the Newsletter.  
 
Umit Ugur 
 
 

THEME FOR THE NEXT MEETING ON 9th FEBRUARY 2007 
 
 
It was decided that the theme for the next meeting on 9th February 2007 would be “Foster’s”. 
Members please bring your spare Foster’s labels, coasters, posters, glasses, bottles, cans, 
mirrors etc to swap, sell or simply giveaway to new members. 
 

 

  



A VISIT TO THE STEAM EXCHANGE BREWERY 
 
VBLCS Assistant Secretary Clive Windley wrote: 
 
“While over in South Australia in late October on a 5 day holiday to Victor Harbour and 
Kangaroo Island, I took the opportunity of a visit to Goolwa to both make the acquaintance 
of fellow VBLCS member Peter Lawson and to visit the new Micro brewery at Goolwa 
which is The Steam Exchange Brewery.  It was good to finally meet the chap I had actually 
been buying labels off from time to time on the internet.  Unfortunately our time together 
was rushed owing to an appointment Peter had and also to the fact that I was part of a tour 
group in town by bus for only a short time. That notwithstanding, I was able to see the inside 
of the brewery and to partake of the very excellent product produced therein.  The 
accompanying pictures show :- The brewery and the bottling and labelling line.” 
 

        
 
 

        



PREMIUM BREWS CREAM THE FROTH OFF THE TOP 
 
 
Sales of regular beers are flat but sales of microbrewery beers could double in the next four 
years. Microbrewery beers are part of the premium beer segment, which is growing at 14% 
annually, accounting for 9% of sales by volume and 15% by value. Some analysts reckon 
this segment will be worth 13.5% of the total market by volume by 2008. 
  
Because of the growth, the major brewers are focusing on the premium beer segment where 
overseas products such as Heineken, now brewed in Australia, have grabbed market share. 
And within this segment they are maintaining their own stakes in microbreweries. 
  
The volumes produced by microbreweries are tiny compared with the 1.76 billion litres of 
beer sold in Australia each year. But because of the potential, Lion Nathan and CUB are 
maintaining their stakes in the sector. 
  
CUB owns the West Australian founded Matilda Bay Brewery, and the beers are available 
through selected CUB pubs. Last year, Matilda Bay launched its Garage Brewery in 
Victoria, allowing it to experiment with new and innovative beers. 
  
Lion Nathan is a sleeping partner with Fremantle based Little Creatures. It increased its 20% 
stake in the company to 34% post IPO and maintains one seat on its board (although the 
company operates and distributes independently to Lion). 
  
Lion Nathan also owns the Malt Shovel Brewery, which is behind the James Squire brand. 
Available through Lion Nathan pubs, it also operates its own pub-base microbreweries. 
  
Meanwhile, the microbrewery movement is capturing the palates of consumers. 
Microbreweries contribute $295.5 million to the Australian economy. If they continue their 
current growth curve, the market will be worth $501 million by 2010. 
  
Collectively, Australia's microbreweries are lobbying the federal Government to change the 
excise exemptions on beers. Excise exemptions are limited to breweries producing 30,000 
litres a year or less. The microbrewers claim that if the Government restructures excise 
thresholds the market would be worth $783 million by 2010. 
  
Source: The Australian, 25 August 2006. 
 
 
DID YOU KNOW THAT? 
 
King Arthur served his Knights of the Round Table with beer called bragget. 
 
Ladies-in-waiting at the court of Henry VII were allowed a gallon of beer for breakfast 
alone. 
 
Source: http://www.cascadehomebrew.com.au 



A NEW BEER FROM MATILDA BAY – REDBACK CRISTAL 
 
For over two decades Matilda Bay has continued to push the boundaries of craft brewing, 
creating innovative and challenging beers, some styles which have never been seen before in 
Australia. Matilda Bay has been the Godfather of the Australian Wheat Beer category since 
the launch of Redback in the late 80s. In 2006, some 20 years later a new wheat beer is set to 
introduce a whole new generation of Australian’s to craft beer - Redback Cristal. 
 
Matilda Bay’s ‘Malt, Hops and Water Guy’ Brad Rogers is determined to raise the profile of 
wheat beer and introduce more people to the diversity of craft beers. Cristal is the latest 
addition to the Redback family and will appeal to drinkers that are just starting their craft 
beer journey. 
 
“Cristal is an excellent introduction to craft beer and wheat beer in particular. Cristal’s fresh, 
easy drinking style will appeal to people who perhaps haven’t tasted wheat beers before, as 
well as those wheat beer enthusiasts who are willing to try something new” said Brad. 
Brewed with lager yeast, rather than the German ale yeast used for Redback Original, Cristal 
is just as light and refreshing, but doesn’t have the spicy yeast flavour so distinctive of 
Matilda Bay’s original wheat beer. 

 
“The idea behind Cristal was to ‘let the wheat shine through’ and to give Redback drinkers a 
fresh new beer for summer”, said Brad. “With so much variety available now, there’s never 
been a better time to pick up a wheat beer.” 
 
Redback Cristal is a cleansing wheat beer with a strong fruity aroma and a distinct citrus 
note. The palate is light and crisp with a refreshing tartness derived from the wheat malt. 
The Redback wheat beer family has continued to expand in recent years and now consists of 
Redback Original, Redback Pale, Redback Mild and of course the latest sibling Redback 
Cristal. 
 
Redback Cristal will be available in bottle from late October and will be widely available at 
quality bottle shops and bars. 
 
Note that alongside the release of Redback Cristal, Redback Original will go through a few 
changes of its own. The packaging is being updated to emphasise the classic “swoosh”. 
While the beer will remain exactly the same, the new bottle will better reflect the crisp, fresh 
nature of the beer. 
 
Source: Media Release dated 16 August 2006 and photo courtesy of Matilda Bay Brewing. 



RAFFLES 
 
As at December 8th 2006 
following members have credit 
as listed: 
 
Larry Ross               Apr  2009 
Colin Murphy            Oct 2008 
Voldemars Legzdins  June 2008 
Peter Lawson     June 2008 
Bruce Lorisch     Apr 2008 
A.R. Elliot           Feb  2008 
David Ellison     Dec 2007 
Alister Graham     Oct  2007 
Craig Pelton      Aug 2007  
Alan Colclough     June 2007 
Sue Plant      June 2007 
Mick Davis                Feb 2007 
Rod Hogan                Feb 2007 
 
 
 
 
LABELS INCLUDED WITH THIS NEWSLETTER 
 
Owing to frequent shortages of micro brewery labels and occasional different 
quantities of matching neck and back to main labels, the label issue may not always be 
the published list. 
 
Grand Ridge Validated Pilsener 
Grand Ridge Nexus Blonde 
What's Brewing Porter 
What's Brewing Pale Ale 
What's Brewing Amber Ale 
Mildura Desert Lager + back 
Mildura Sunlight Lager + back 
Carlton Pure Blonde + neck + back 
Carlton Crown Lager 
Carlton Crown Lager Brownlow Medal 
Special 
Cascade Premium Light + neck + back 
Steel River Lager + neck 
Outback Brewery Beer 
Outback Dusty Road Beer 
Outback Country Ale 
Outback Black Opal 
Outback Lawson Lager

In the February raffle, 1st Prize will feature a Cascade 
Brewery label commemorating the visit to Tasmania  
in 1976, of the USS Enterprise, (NO,  not the starship 
!! ) a United States Aircraft Carrier which was often 
referred to as the Big E. 
 
2nd Prize will have a West End XXX Bitter Beer label 
in the earlier version as a horizontal oval shape. 
 
3rd Prize  has two Matilda Bay labels which were for 
the original swing top bottles. One is 500mL Pilsener 
label and the other is a generic type 500mL but no 
beer type on it. 
 
All prizes will contain over 100 labels, a selection of 
Australian, New Zealand and various overseas labels.   
 
Tickets are $1.00 each with a maximum of two tickets 
($2.00) per member. Available from Jack Wilks 65 
Tiverton Drive Mulgrave Vic. 3170 

 
Barossa Brewing Co Wheat Store Ale 
Barossa Brewing Co Greenock Dark Ale 
Barossa Brewing Co The Miller's Lager 
Barossa Valley Brewing Bee Sting + neck + 
back 
Matilda Bay Bohemian Pilsener 640 
Matilda Bay Rooftop Red Lager 640 
Matilda Bay Crema 750 ( 88 labels only ) 
Matilda Bay Barking Duck 750 ( 125 labels 
only ) 
Bootleg Brewery Wils Pils + neck 
 
Assorted moderately older Australian labels 
from private members' donations ( will differ 
from envelope to envelope ).  
  
Plus assorted foreign labels. 



 



VBLCS BEER LABEL CATALOGUES 
 
Cairns, Rockhampton and Toowoomba        28 pages $6.00 
Mildura (Northern Breweries)          16 pages $3.50 
Northern Territory          27 pages $6.00 
Kalgoorlie            26 pages $6.00 
Old Ballarat           19 pages $4.50 
Sovereign              9 pages $2.00 
Anchor, Sail & Anchor, Matilda Bay        18 pages $4.50 
South Australian Breweries                 94 pages $13.00 
Sanctuary Cove Brewery         23 pages $6.00               
Courage Breweries                $6.00 
Geelong Brewery                 $6.00 
Northern Brewery                 $5.00 
Richmond Brewing Co                $6.00           
Castlemaine Perkins                $6.00 
CUB Queensland                 $6.00 
Tasmanian Breweries                $7.50 
Swan Brewery Co               $13.00 
Micro Breweries (1st Edition)               $6.50 
Micro Breweries (2nd Edition)               $8.50 
Micro Breweries (3rd Edition)               $8.50 
 
All members please note:- When sending cheques or money orders to the Assistant Secretary as 
payment for catalogues ordered, please make them payable only to “The V.B.L.C.S.”  Please do 
not make them payable to the Assistant Secretary, either by title or by name.  Copies of the 
Club Catalogues are obtainable from Clive Windley, 29 Madeline Street, Glen Waverley, 
Victoria 3150.   Ph: 03 9802 5122 
 
ALL CATALOGUE PRICES ARE POST PAID  
 
 
                                                                                               Clive Windley took this photo of an          
                                                                                               old beer sign in a local museum in            
                                                                                               Foster, a town in south Gipps-   
                                                                                               land. It's from the old Gunyah Hotel      
                                                                                               in the Strzelecki Ranges. 
 

                             
 

Visit    VBLCS  web-site: 

      http://www.vblcs.com 
 



 
 

  

 

 

 
 
 

OLD AUSTRALIAN LABELS FEATURING ANIMALS 
 


