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Our AGM was well attended on the Queen’s Birthday Week End and it was very pleasing to
see Michael Doulton visiting from Adelaide and Ken Schurgott here from Sydney. Both
took advantage of the meeting and the week end to meet up with friends and chase those
elusive “wants”. Rumour has it that Michael went straight to Purvis Cellars after the meeting
to buy and send a couple of cases of beer back home for tasting and label removal. Absent
from the meeting due to family illness was Jill and Don Major and Shirley and George
Robinson. We wish George and Don a speedy recovery.
The AGM is the opportunity to clear those formal issues.
Election of Office Bearers: My sincere thank you goes to the committed helpers in the
VBLCS. I have said it before but their support is very professional. Umit as Editor, David as
Treasurer and Angus with the Administration makes our Society a pillar in the industry and
hobby scene. To Jack doing the raffles and George with the History and Overseas
correspondence I give you my thanks. Your efforts are appreciated.
Constitution changes: All submissions were voted in and this enables our Constitution to be
updated and distributed. I must admit that with all the behind the scenes discussions on the
issue of label design and issue, the voting was poorly supported. 18 members cast their vote
on what some members saw as a sensitive issue or was it?
Finances: With our new Treasurer and accounting system now in place your Committee was
on notice that the financial reporting and management of monies would be transparent and
accountable. I am pleased the reporting has been excellent and extremely well managed. It is
important to note that your subscriptions, membership and purchase of labels are
significantly subsidised but this is offset by interest from accounts, raffles and sale of
collections. We aim to maintain this strategy.
I was very pleased with the response to the Label of the Year 2007 voting. Congratulations
to James Boag [again] for their Honey Porter winning the Major Brewery award. Yes a great
label and lovely beer too. VB Original a close second. A neck and neck fight to the finish in
the Micro section went to Outback Brewery with their Black Opal. One point separated it
from The Steam Exchange Brewery with Southerly Buster. Both were excellent designs.
Certificates will be prepared and presented to the winning breweries. Congratulations again
to Boag’s and Outback Breweries.
I contributed to an article on “Collectors” in the recent winter issue of the Beer and Brewer
Magazine [Australia and New Zealand]. Get it at your local newsagent or subscribe via
www.beerandbrewer.com . I believe it is an excellent magazine, up to date and very factual.
The collectors section was on labels, bottles, cans and coaster collectors and their interests.
Well worth the read.
Just a reminder that 2008 /2009 membership renewal is now due and payable. Please
forward dues to David Dobney ASAP. October is the dead line. Last year a small number of
members let their payments slip hence the magazine and labels were not issued. This was a

surprise to some but after three notices we agreed that we are not a charity. Consequently
please see David as soon as possible.
Seen any new beers or labels recently? Please advise your Editor or Secretary for us to
endeavour to obtain copies of labels for members.
Cheers and happy collecting.
Rob Greenaway
Club Tivoli offers a fine restaurant providing excellent German food and a range of
beverages. Prices are very reasonable and the service is excellent. Give it a try.
Our next meeting is the 10th August commencing at 12.00 am with meeting and
swapping of labels and breweriana conducted in a fine social atmosphere.
South Australian Brewing Co. is our theme.
The formal meeting will start at 1.00 pm.

JUNE 2008 MEETING NOTES
The meeting was held at Club Tivoli in Windsor and commenced at 1.00pm.
APOLOGIES
Angus McEwan, George and Shirley Robinson, Ray Everingham and Don and Jill Major.
WELCOME
A special welcome was extended to Shane who dropped off his bottle collection for
interested people after contacting us on our web site. It was great to see Michael Doulton
and Ken Schurgott, two of our keen interstate collectors attend.
AGM
Election of Office Bearers: As there was only one submission and that was for the current
Committee, all Office Bearers were returned unopposed. All of the Committee were
prepared to support the VBLCS in 2008 / 2009.
Constitution changes: 19 voting slips were received. One was informal.
Submission 1. Recorded 15 agree, 3 disagree hence the submission passed.
Submission 2. Recorded 14 agree, 4 disagree hence the submission passed.
Submission 3. Recorded 17 agree, 1 disagree hence the submission passed.
A 75% acceptance was required.
Thank you to Phil Langley for reviewing the votes. These changes will be added to the
Constitution and distributed in the near future.
Finances: A full report was read and distributed. This will be distributed to all members in
the Newsletter. Moved by David Dobney, seconded by Ron Barker. No further questions.
The Finances were passed by attending members. It was commended by Michael

Bannenberg that the report was thorough and transparent. Thanks went to David Dobney for
his hard work.
MINUTES of APRIL MEETING
The minutes of the previous meeting was read and any business arising was to be covered in
General Business.
FINANCES
The Society’s finances are in good shape. A full report was tabled. See above AGM
presentation. The Treasurer read the finances of the Alex Freer collection #1 and will
finalise this after the tender of #2 [currently underway]. It was noted that membership fees
do not cover the preparation of the newsletter and mailing. Banking interest and the sale of
labels keep our costs and charges down making it an enjoyable and cheap hobby.
2008/ 2009 subscriptions are now due. Failure to pay by October may terminate your
membership.
CORRESPONDENCE
Out – Nil
In - Shane [bottle collector via website] expression of interest in disposal of his collection.
GENERAL BUSINESS
The brewery theme for the meeting was Richmond. This is a difficult brewery to get a range
of collectables as they are quite rare. John Long bought his collection along for display. Ron
Barker kindly gave out 3 Richmond labels to all interested people.
Rob Greenaway collected all the Label of the Year nomination forms. Over 40 were
received which is a great response. Results will be announced at our next meeting.
Club Tivoli cannot host the normal October meeting due to the Oktoberfest hence we agreed
to shift it to Sunday 19 October 2008.
The second round of the Alex Freer collection closes 30 June. Please forward your tender
documents to David Dobney or Alan Richards.
Rob Greenaway contributed to a feature article on label collecting in the Beer and Brewer
magazine issue 5 that is now available in the local newsagents or by order.
Try www.beerandbrewer.com
Norman J Long outlined a major auction of Australian and English labels to be held in the
UK for the Harold Hordon collection. Further details from Norman J Long or Michael
Bannenberg.
A magnificent historical bottle of Bitter Ale from the Melbourne Brewery and Distillery Co.
in East Melbourne was highlighted. See front cover of our Sept 2006 newsletter. This would
later be the origin of our famous Victoria Bitter Ale. The bottle was found in a chimney in
Maryborough, Victoria.

George Crompton displayed the latest foreign and local label and can club magazines
received recently. They are well worth reading, an interpreter may be handy.
Jack Wilks is seeking expressions of interest for the bulk purchase of David Hughes book
“Collectors Guide to Guinness Collectables”. The book should cost around 18 pound
sterling. Note 2009 is the 250th anniversary of Guinness.
RAFFLES
The raffles were then drawn and the lucky winners were;
1st B 56 Ken Schurgott.
2nd B51 Bob Kendall
3rd F 74 Phil Langley
Other donated bottles, labels etc were raffled or given away to interested members in the
room.
A total of 30 members attended the meeting, 25 signed the attendance book.
Meeting closed at 2.00pm
Theme for next meeting on Sunday 10th August is South Australian Breweries.
Rob Greenaway [for Angus whilst on Holidays]

LABEL OF THE YEAR 2007
Congratulations to J. Boag and Son Brewing Ltd for winning the Label of The Year 2007
award in the Major Breweries category with Honey Porter and Outback Brewery Pty Ltd for
winning the Alex Freer for Micro Breweries award with Black Opal.

Last chance to renew your membership

LABELS ISSUED WITH THIS NEWSLETTER

Owing to frequent shortages of microbrewery labels and occasional different quantities of
matching neck and back labels, the labels issued may not be the full published list.
Red Duck Red Admiral Celtic Ale
Ravens 55 Amber Pale Ale
Carlsberg Lager [brewed by Fosters]
James Squire Pilsener, Porter, IPA & Abbey Ale
XXXX Gold 375ml, 250ml, 750ml standard drinks logo.
Hahn Premium Lager
NQ Lager
Beck’s Bier [brewed by Lion Nathan]
Heineken lager [brewed by Lion Nathan]
Toohey’s Extra Dry
Toohey’s New 250ml, 375ml, 750ml.
Toohey’s Old Black Ale 750ml
Toohey’s Maxim 375ml
Toohey’s Blue Bitter Roy Cazaly
Toohey’s Blue Ice
Toohey’s Amber Bitter [reissue]
Toohey’s Xmas Brew [2 issues]
Toohey’s Blue 750ml.
Toohey’s Amber Variety Club.
VBLCS sends it’s thanks to John Harman, Red Duck Brewery, Three Ravens Brewing Co.
Fosters Australia Ltd, Lion Nathan [XXXX] and James Squire for contributing labels to this
issue.
THEME FOR THE NEXT MEETING ON 10th AUGUST 2008
Thanks to those members who brought their Richmond breweriana items to the June
meeting. The theme for the next meeting on 10th August 2008 will be the South Australian
Brewing items. Members are urged to bring their SAB labels, coasters, cans, bottles, glasses,
posters, trays etc for display or swap, sell or donate to other members.

AUSTRALIAN SMALL BREWERY UPDATE — JULY 2008
Since the beginning of 2008, new breweries have continued to open across the country at an
average rate of a little more than one a month. The following includes some details of
several that have either recently commenced brewing, or are very soon to do so.
Queensland
The month of June saw the start of brewing at the new Blue Sky Brewery in Cairns. This
one has been a long time coming. The developers bought their brewery (a second-hand
German-made kit from Japan) late in 2005,
and first went public about their plans in
May 2006. Council planning permission for
the venture was granted in August 2007.
Soon after that, Hayden Mokoraka was
recruited form Lion Nathan as Blue Sky’s
brewer, and he began preparing test brews at
home. The brewery was started up in midJune, and a planned early July public
opening will, with a bit of luck, have taken
place by the time you read this.
When I first visited Mt Tamborine
Brewery in July 2007, the brewery (the
original Slovakian-built 24hL two-vessel
PSS plant from Bluetongue Brewery near
Newcastle) was being re-assembled. It is
now in production, and one of the first beers
(a scrumptious Imperial Stout) was
previewed at the Beer and Brewer magazine launch party in Brisbane on 14 May. Although
the brewery won’t be open to the public until around August, the beers will be available at
some outlets before then (including at the Beer SpecTapular at The Local Taphouse at East
St Kilda, Melbourne, on 22 June), so look out for them. The brewer is Ian Watson, formerly
of Sunshine Coast Brewery.
New South Wales
A new microbrewery has been installed in a soon-to-be-opened bar and restaurant at Manly.
The owners were hopeful of having the place open in June, so it may be in operation by the
time this note is published. The 4 Pines Brewing Company, as the business is called, is
situated above the Manly Cinemas, a stone throw from the Manly wharf, so easily accessible
by ferry. The brewhouse is a 500 litre Chinese-built system, supplied and installed by
Integrated Brewing Solutions.
Victoria

The Flying Horse Bar and Brewery at Warrnambool began producing beer early in June,
and should be open by the time this gets to you. The brewer is Gerard Meares, who relocated

to the Flying Horse from Sydney, where, among other things, he had been brewer at Paddy’s
Brewery, Flemington, for a couple of years. The Flying Horse brewery has a nominal 600
litre brewlength. Warrnambool is a bit too far for me to travel for a beer, but maybe some
Victorian readers will kindly check out the Flying Horse soon and send their reports.
Tasmania
The formal opening of the new Seven Sheds Brewery at Railton in north-western Tasmania
took place on 2 May. Federal Tourism Minister, Martin Ferguson, did the honours. The tiny
brewery is run by well known professional beer writer and ardent home brewer, Willie
Simpson, together with his wife Catherine Stark. The couple received Federal Government
assistance in 2007 by way of an Australian Tourism Development Program grant for
completion of a tasting room to complement their brewing and mead-making operation.
Western Australia
Mash Brewing of Henley Brook in the Swan
Valley has expanded by opening a second outlet, at
Bunbury. The new Mash has a tiny brewery which
will soon be in production. It will produce a few
special beers, and be useful for trials, but most of
the beer served at Bunbury will come from the
main Swan Valley brewery. Brewers among
Update readers may recognise the company’s logo
as a whirlpool.
Brief mention was made in an earlier Update
(January 2008) of the opening of the Wild Bull
Brewery at Dardanup. This brewery now produces
a bitter ale, amber ale, Irish ale, and stout under the
Wild Bull name. As well as enjoying these
products, visitors can partake of light meals and locally-produced wine and cider.
Readers with information about new Australian small
breweries (e.g. your accounts of personal visits to
new breweries, or discoveries of new products or new
brewery websites, or newspaper and magazine
articles about new breweries, or other such things) are
invited to share it by contacting the compiler either at
P.O. Box 5098, East Lismore, NSW, 2480 or
brett@australiangoodbeerdirectory.com. Thanks
to all those who have done so since the last edition.
Information about many Australian small breweries,
and links to their websites, can be found at The
Australian Good Beer Directory (now at the easier-totype www. agbd.org).
Brett Stubbs, 20 June 2008

FROM THE EDITOR
My wife and I had our annual winery holiday in South Australia again, like last year, but this
time visited Adelaide Hills and McLaren Vale wine regions. No need to say that the wines
were superb, matching the weather conditions when we were there. Naturally I took the
opportunity to visit some micro breweries as well.
Our first stop was the Lobethal Bierhaus in the Hills area. I won’t write much about this
brewery, as there was a very informative article by Michael Doulton in the March 2008 issue
of VBLCS News. I recommend this place to anyone visiting the area, as it is an excellent
venue for a lunch. Pictures below show the general view of the brewery and one of the
owner/brewers Alistair Turnbull.

The next stop was Johnston’s Aerated Waters and Cordials in Oakbank not far from
Lobethal on the way to Hahndorf. We were told there was nothing of interest in the
premises related to the old brewery and advised to visit the Pike’s historic brewery just
across the main street.

Pike’s Historic Brewery, formerly Dorset Brewery established in 1886 is now a state
heritage and a National Trust building. It is now a museum displaying local cottage craft and
weaving artefacts. A few relics of the old brewery and some photos are displayed in one

corner. The photos below show the restored building used as a museum, a sign and a photo
showing Henry Pike and his brewery workers.

Grumpy’s Brewhaus is in Verdun next to historic Hahndorf. Unfortunately they are not
bottling at the moment, their beer is only available on tap. Andrew Schultz, the proprietor
(photo below) advised me that he is looking for a site in the area to build a new brewery and
he is confident that it will be up and running towards the end of this year.

In Adelaide we stayed in Glenelg not far from the Holdfast Brewpub. At the time of our visit
only two brews were available on tap, The Dark 1 and Strawberry Blonde Low Carb.

The Dark 1 won bronze in Class 24-Porter section in 2005 and 2006 and gold in Class 32Porter Draught section in 2007 of the Australian International Beer Awards.
The last brewery we visited was the Port Dock Brewery in Adelaide. They have six brews on
tap: Hop Field Lager, Black Bart Milk Stout, Black Diamond Bitter, Ginja, PDA (Port Dock
Ale) and Old Preacher Strong Ale. Only Ginja, a ginger flavoured beer is bottled.

While looking around the bar area, I noticed a different looking
Ginja bottle and at close inspection I realised that it had a special
label issued for the Port Festival in 2007. I was told that it is the
only bottle they kept but kindly allowed me to take a photo of it. I
was also told that they might have a similar label for the Port
Festival in future.
Since the last Newsletter some new labels were brought to my
attention one of which is the “Legends Lager” shown below.
According to the back label it is brewed and bottled for the
“Liquor Legends” bottle shops.

Below photo shows the Prickly Moses Strong Ale and Otway Stout labels from Otway
Estate Brewery, Century Lager for Australian United Retailers Ltd, Pilsner from Coldstream
Brewery Pty Ltd and Grime Lager from Brewtopia Ltd (note that Brewtopia labels are now
rectangular not oval as they used to be).

Label shown below right is a special label from Lobethal Bierhaus issued for the Medieval
Fair and it comes on 2 litre growlers shown below left.

Many thanks to Rob Greenaway, Brett Stubbs, Jack Wilks, David Dobney, Alan Richards
and Michael Doulton for their contribution to this issue of the Newsletter.
Umit Ugur, June 2008

FOSTER’S RELEASES CROWN AMBASSADOR RESERVE
Australia's First Limited Edition Luxury Lager.
Crown Lager is proud to announce the newest addition to the Crown Family - Crown
Ambassador Reserve (9.2% ABV) - a limited edition vintage lager. The first bottle to be
released will be sent to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II on June 2 to mark the anniversary of
her Coronation (1953), followed by the release to the public on 30 June 2008. Five thousand
individually numbered bottles will be produced, making it perfect for celebrating very
special occasions or as a long term investment. RRP range $55.00-$60.00 per 750 ml bottle.
The wax-sealed, champagne style
bottles suit the deep amber brew,
which once poured is carbonated and
capped with a creamy head derived
from in-bottle fermentation. Longer
maturation gives Crown Ambassador
Reserve a distinctive taste, which is
both luscious and mouth-filling.
Balancing a complex base of sweet
caramelised malt with the bitter
fruitiness of the signature Galaxy
hops, hand-picked fresh from the bine
(hop vine), it’s truly a beer to be
savoured.
The brew can only be made once
yearly when the Galaxy Hops are
green with a ‘fruit salad’ flavour,
which are then handpicked by master
brewer John Cozens.
“Potentially every bottle can be
different as it keeps evolving in the
bottle,” Cozens said. “We are
extremely passionate about the
brewing process and there are
numerous special touches that set
Crown Ambassador Reserve apart.”
The beer should be served between 7
and 11 degrees in a Shiraz wine glass
to open-up the complex aromas and flavours, and at 9.2 per cent ABV, is not a session beer.
Similar to fine wine, Crown Ambassador Reserve will mature with age and provide
excellent drinking for up to ten years. Cellaring the beer correctly, at or below 15 degrees
will encourage the complex flavours to further evolve and improve over time, whilst the
alcohol strength will prevent spoilage.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY DARWIN STUBBY
The world famous Darwin Stubby has turned 50 and was recently celebrated with a party at
Darwin’s Skycity Casino. Lincoln Jenkin, Foster’s Regional Manager NT, and his team
hosted the party with special guest Paul Henderson, Northern Territory Chief Minister.
Whilst now more widely viewed as a souvenir, the first 2.25l Darwin Stubby was produced
in 1958 to combat the high expense and handling costs associated with bottling the
traditional smaller 26 ounce beer bottles (750ml/Long Neck). The Chief Minister Paul
Henderson said the Darwin Stubby was about promoting lifestyle and tourism rather than
heavy drinking. "I don't know many people who've ever drunk a Darwin stubby. Twentyfour thousand of these are sold every year. Most of those don't get drunk - they sit on the
mantelpiece and they're a talking point about somebody's trip to the Northern Territory."
In 1956 CUB set up the first brewery in Darwin. The first local beer, Carlton Draught, was
brewed on 13 October of that year. Bottled CUB beer continued to be shipped from
Melbourne. Because of the logistics of shipping bottles such a long distance, it was decided
that a bigger bottle would be used – a 2.25 litre giant which became known as the “Darwin
Stubby”. It was appropriate that the biggest beer bottles in the world were used in the city
with the biggest beer consumption per capita in the world. The Darwin Stubby of NT
Draught immediately became a hit with tourists who took them as souvenirs. You can still
buy a Darwin Stubby but the price is prohibitive at about A$20.00.
DOGGIE BREW – BEER FOR THE HEALTH CONSCIOUS DOG
The beer market for dogs is getting bigger and bigger. VBLCS News had articles about
Kwispelbier from Holland and Happy Tail Ale from the USA (July 2007) and the Dog
Oktoberfest (November 2007). Now there is another beer for dogs – Doggie Beer.
According to Doggie Beverages Inc
website, there are five reasons to buy
Doggie Beer:
1- Portable Bottle, with Easy Pour Top,
Perfect for Long Trips
2- Simple, Fun Way for Your Pets to
take their Multi-Vitamins
3- Your Pet Will Sit, Stay, Beg, Rollover
for the 3 Great Flavours of Doggie Brew
4- All Natural, Healthy Treat for the Dog
that turns up his nose to ordinary water
5- It's what the cool Dogs drink!
Doggie Brew, enriched by calcium and
various vitamins, comes in three
different flavours: Wet Snout Stout
(beef), Dogger Lager (chicken) and Amber Bark (Vegetable). The price is US$5.99 per
bottle. It is already available in more than 30 shops around America.

STOP FOR A STUBBY

The following information is provided by David Dobney:
“Gary McNair recently provided a beer label “Stop for a Stubby” and asked if any
V.B.L.C.S member knew its origin.
Happily I can contribute as follows.
The label was prepared and printed for advertising/ photography purposes in approximately
October 1968; it was never marketed as a brewery label.
Back in 1968 ACI glass undertook an expensive TV, radio and printed media publicity
campaign known as “Stop for a Stubby” which was undertaken by ACI/ CUB cooperation.
This campaign was aimed at promoting the taste and convenience benefit of glass
packaging, as an alternate to steel cans which had been growing in popularity (and could be
easily carried with the Hi Cone plastic 6 pack neck holder- introduced by Keith Deutscher’s
company.
The stubby at the time was the “high shouldered- short neck bottle” still used today for
Bundaberg Ginger Beer.
As part of the promotion ACI staffed a call centre at Channel 9 Richmond, and callers
phoned in to win a double theatre pass. There were many winners and the campaign was
considered highly successful.
As an aside even though I was an ACI marketing employee and involved at the time, I did
not obtain a label, and did not believe that they were still in existence. Naturally at that time
I was not a V.B.L.C.S beer label collector!”

DID YOU KNOW THAT
March 1 is Beer Day!
March 1 is Beer Day in Iceland. Yes, seriously - Icelanders have a day dedicated to the
world's favorite beverage! This popular annual event began in 1989, when after 75 long
years, prohibition of beer was lifted. Nowadays, Reykjavik's bars, restaurants, and clubs are
especially wild on Beer Day. Take the opportunity to taste the three local brands of Iceland
beer: Egils, Thule, and Viking.
Source: BelgianShop WeekLetter 1344

Visit

VBLCS web-site:

http://www.vblcs.com

A LONG TIME BETWEEN DRINKS
A century is rather a long time between drinks and the Seven Sheds micro-brewery in
Railton is the first brewery to operate in north-west Tasmania since 1907.
The combined brewery, meadery and hop garden offers a cellar-door experience for visitors,
including tastings and tours. The striking tasting room was officially opened on Friday May
2 by the Federal Minister for Tourism Martin Ferguson, and was built with the help of an
Australian Tourism Development Program grant.
Seven Sheds Kentish Ale is a full-bodied, traditional English style ale, brewed with Fuggle
and Golding hops grown on the property. The name reflects the fact that Railton is in the
heart of Kentish municipality and that both hop varieties come from Kent, England.
At 41.3 degrees South, Railton lies within the
ideal latitude for hop growing and the Seven
Sheds hop garden combines elements of
Tasmania’s three main hop-growing areas – the
poles and cables came from nearby Gunns
Plains, the hop plants were raised at the Bushy
Park Estates’ nursery, in the Derwent Valley,
and the boutique hop garden was designed and
erected by Lindsay Williams, a secondgeneration hop farmer from Springfield in the
north-east of the State.
While they are one of the smallest beer
producers in the country, owners Willie
Simpson and Catherine Stark have the luxury
of being able to use 100 per cent estate-grown hop flowers. Where possible, the malted
barley is also sourced from the north-west area and, combined with water from Lake
Barrington, makes for a flavoursome beverage with “low beer miles”.
North-west Tasmania produces some of the finest clover and leatherwood honey in Australia
and both are used in the range of Seven Sheds mead (or honey wine). Seven Sheds Sweet
Sparkling Mead won Best Sparkling Fruit Wine at the 2008 Australian Fruit Wine Show.
Seven Sheds brewery, meadery and hop garden is open 11am-5pm Wednesday-Sunday at 22
Crockers Street, Railton. Telephone: 0427 879226; www.sevensheds.com
Source: Seven Sheds press release
Editor’s note: The Club was not able to get the label.

Visit

VBLCS web-site:

http://www.vblcs.com

CHOCOLATE BEER 3000 YEARS OLD

People in Central America were drinking beverages made from cacao before 1000 BC,
hundreds of years earlier than once thought, a new study shows.
These early cacao beverages were probably alcoholic brews, or beers, made from the
fermented pulp of the cacao fruit.
These beverages were around 500 years earlier than the frothy chocolate-flavoured drink
made from the seed of the cacao tree that was such an important feature of later
Mesoamerican culture.
But in brewing this primitive beer, or chicha, the ancient Mesoamericans may have stumbled
on the secret to making chocolate-flavoured drinks, the paper says.
"In the course of beer brewing, you discover that if you ferment the seeds of the plant you
get this chocolate taste," says John Henderson, a professor of anthropology at Cornell
University in Ithaca, New York, and lead author of the paper.
"It may be that the roots of the modern chocolate industry can be traced back to this
primitive fermented drink."
The cacao bean played an important role in Mesoamerican civilisation, the native civilisation
in parts of Mexico and Central America prior to the Spanish exploration and conquest of the
16th century.
The bean was a form of currency in Aztec society, and the frothed chocolate drinks made
from fermented beans or seeds were central to social and ritual life throughout Mesoamerica.
In the 16th century, invading Europeans acquired a taste for the beverage and brought it
back to Europe, which led to the rise of the modern chocolate industry.
An elite drink
The archaeological evidence recovered by Henderson and colleagues from a site in Puerto
Escondido in modern-day Honduras suggests that the beer that probably preceded the
chocolate beverage was popular among wealthy people at least as early as 1100 BC.
Chemical analysis of residues found on fragments of pottery vessels recovered from the site
tested positive for theobromine, a compound found in cacao trees that were limited to
Central America. The vessels were found in the "fancier, bigger houses" in the village of
Puerto Escondido in the Ulua Valley in northern Honduras, says Henderson.
He suggests the elite members of society would have drunk the beverage to mark special
occasions such as births and marriages.
Source: BelgianShop WeekLetter 1343

BEER BOTTLE ORGAN
The organ as shown in the picture is self-contained with brass fittings, lighting and is housed
in a walnut enclosure on casters. It includes an air pump controller and self-playing device,
which allows the organ to also play tunes unaided; it is also possible to make it coinoperated. The sound is actually produced by blowing air over the tops of real bottles. The
bottles don't have to be re-tuned due to evaporation. A mineral oil is used as a tuning
medium, which doesn't evaporate (an epoxy is used on permanent installations). It takes
about 2 months to make a Bottle Organ, unless it is a custom job with fancy features.
The story stretches back to
1798, on the island of
Helgoland (formerly Danish
territory, now German)
whose church congregation
were tired of paying for an
organ tuner to sail out every
month to tune the church
organ. The pastor, who was
tired
of
hearing
the
complaints,
subsequently
commissioned
an
exmercenary
soldier/organ
builder from Eisleben, (later
East
Germany)
called
Johann Samuel Kühlewein,
to build an organ which
would not go out of tune
due
to
changes
in
temperature or weather
conditions.
Kühlewein
thought about it for a while
and decided to build an
organ using bottles instead of standard organ pipes and using sealing wax to fine tune the
bottles. This organ spent a long life on the island until it became depopulated in the late
1800s and the organ fell into disrepair.
Exactly 200 years and 4500 miles later in 1998, while Peterson Strobe Tuners in Chicago
were preparing for their 50th anniversary celebrations when one of their organ designers,
Gary Rickert, had a novel idea, to build an organ that played bottles. Just like Johann Samuel
Kühlewein before him he set about working on weekends and late into the night,
experimenting with different bottle sizes and shapes. Together with wood shop supervisor
Joe Farmer & cabinet maker Bill Bernahl they tried several different kinds of designs until
they finally found the answer.
Source: www.petersontuners.com

TOP 10 BREWERIES IN THE USA
The Brewers Association, which tabulates industry growth data, announced its annual list of
the top fifty brewing companies. Released are both a Top 50 Craft Brewing Companies list
and a list of the Top 50 Overall Brewing Companies. Statistics are based on sales in 2007.
“The majority of breweries in the U.S. are independent craft brewers who continue to push
the envelope in flavor and diversity and who continue to set the pace for the beer category,”
states Paul Gatza, Director of the Brewers Association. “In 2007, 1,406 of the 1,449
breweries were small, independent and traditional brewers.”
Top 10 Craft Brewing Companies by Beer Sales Volume
Rank
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Business Name
Boston Beer Co.
Sierra Nevada Brewing Co.
New Belgium Brewing Co. Inc.
Spoetzl Brewery
Pyramid Breweries Inc.
Matt Brewing Co.
Deschutes Brewery, Inc.
Boulevard Brewing Co.
Full Sail Brewing Co.
Harpoon Brewery

City
Boston
Chico
Fort Collins
Shiner
Seattle
Utica
Bend
Kansas City
Hood River
Boston

State
MA
CA
CO
TX
WA
NY
OR
MO
OR
MA

Top 50 Overall Brewing Companies by Beer Sales Volume
Rank
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Business Name
Anheuser- Busch Inc.
Miller Brewing Co.
Coors Brewing Co.
Pabst Brewing Co.
Boston Beer Co.
D.G. Yuengling and Son Inc.
Sierra Nevada Brewing Co.
New Belgium Brewing Co. Inc.
High Falls Brewing Co.
Spoetzl Brewery

City
St. Louis
Milwaukee
Golden
Woodridge
Boston
Pottsville
Chico
Fort Collins
Rochester
Shiner

State
MO
WI
CO
IL
MA
PA
CA
CO
NY
TX

Source: http://www.beertown.org/craftbrewing/statistics.html

DID YOU KNOW THAT?
D.G. Yuengling & Son in Pottsville, Pa., is the oldest brewery in America. Yuengling started
brewing in 1829. August Schell in New Ulm, Minn., is the second oldest.

CANOUFLAGE - BEER CAN CAMOUFLAGE LABELS
BEER CAN WRAPS Want to enjoy some suds
in the park or in an area
where they frown upon
the consumption of
beer? Don't want to pay
the inflated prices for a
cold beer at the beach?
Well now you can enjoy
your brews and nobody
will be the wiser. Simply wrap these vinyl soda can simulated
wraps around your can, and party on. These look like the real
thing, and best of all they are reusable so you can use them
over and over again. There are 4 different labels in each
package for US$5.89
Source: http://www.prankplace.com

CLIMATE CHANGE SERIOUS - BEER AFFECTED
BEER will be short supply, more expensive and may taste different as climate change affects
barley production, a scientist says. Drought conditions in parts of Australia where malting
barley was grown was likely to get worse, according to Jim Salinger of New Zealand's
National Institute of Water and Atmospheric Research.
Barley production in the main growing region of Canterbury in New Zealand - where
brewing giant Lion Nathan gets about 70 per cent of its malted barley - would also be
affected, the New Zealand Press Association said.
"It will mean either there will be pubs without beer or the cost of beer will go up," he said.
Malting barley production in Australia was likely to be hit hard in parts of Western
Australia, South Australia, Victoria and NSW.
The dry areas of Australia would become drier and water shortages would get worse. "It will
provide a lot of challenges for the brewing industry," Dr Salinger said. He said breweries
could be forced to look at new varieties of malt.
Dr Salinger told the Institute of Brewing and Distilling convention in Auckland today that
by 2100, the atmospheric concentration of greenhouse gases - measured in equivalent
amounts of carbon dioxide - would be double and possibly four times pre-industrial levels,
leading to further climate warming. "Most areas in Australia where malting barley is
cropped are likely to experience producing declines," he said.
Source: http://www.news.com.au, April 2008

RAFFLES
As at June 18th, the following members have credit as listed:
David Ellison
Spiros Repousos
Alister Graham
Seigfrid Matz
Scott Mathers
Larry Ross
Rod Hogan
Craig Pelton

Aug
June
June
June
April
April
April
April

2009
2009
2009
2009
2009
2009
2009
2009

Sue Plant
Mick Davis
Wayne Richardson
Colin Murphy
Francois Simon
Ivor Nicholson
Mick O’Brien

Feb
Dec
Dec
Oct
Oct
Aug
Aug

2009
2008
2008
2008
2008
2008
2008

In the August raffle 1st prize will contain a large rectangular Tooheys Famous Draught Ale
used for hotel bottling. Second prize will contain an oval version of the same label. Third
prize will feature a Tooheys New Special beer also a hotel bottling label.
In addition, all prizes will contain the “LAGER BIER” label (shown in the newsletter,
March 2008 17th page) plus the matching neck label. All prizes will contain over 100 labels,
a selection of Australian, New Zealand and various overseas labels.
Tickets are $1.00 each with a maximum of two tickets ($2.00) per member. Available from
Jack Wilks 65 Tiverton Drive Mulgrave Vic. 3170 or at the August meeting.

GUINNESS COLLECTABLES BOOK - UPDATE
An update to the information in previous Newsletters regarding the forthcoming Guinness
Collectables Book: the price will be approx GBP 18, which is about AUD$40 at current
rates. This does not include postage from England which will depend on how many books I
can get orders for. Expressions of interest, (no money asked for at this stage) to Jack Wilks
65 Tiverton Drive Mulgrave 3170 (03) 9561 4221, email - jwilks@bigpond.net.au

VBLCS BEER LABEL CATALOGUES
Cairns, Rockhampton and Toowoomba
Mildura (Northern Breweries)
Northern Territory
Kalgoorlie
Old Ballarat
Sovereign
Anchor, Sail & Anchor, Matilda Bay
South Australian Breweries
Sanctuary Cove Brewery
Courage Breweries
Geelong Brewery
Northern Brewery
Richmond Brewing Co
Castlemaine Perkins
CUB Queensland
Tasmanian Breweries
Swan Brewery Co
Micro Breweries (1st Edition)
Micro Breweries (2nd Edition)
Micro Breweries (3rd Edition)

28 pages $6.00
16 pages $3.50
27 pages $6.00
26 pages $6.00
19 pages $4.50
9 pages $2.00
18 pages $4.50
94 pages $13.00
23 pages $6.00
$6.00
$6.00
$5.00
$6.00
$6.00
$6.00
$7.50
$13.00
$6.50
$8.50
$8.50

All members please note:- When sending cheques or money orders to the Secretary as
payment for catalogues ordered, please make them payable only to “The V.B.L.C.S.” Please
do not make them payable to the Secretary, either by title or by name. Copies of the Club
Catalogues are obtainable from Angus MacEwan, 11 Harleston Road, Mt. Eliza, Victoria
3930. Ph: 03 9787 0225. ALL CATALOGUE PRICES ARE POST PAID

MEETING DATES FOR 2008
VBLCS meetings are held at the German Club Tivoli, 291 Dandenong Road, Windsor,
Melway Ref. 58 G8.
Meeting dates for 2008 are:
February 10
April 13
June 8
August 10
October 19
December 14
NOTE: As a general rule the meetings are held on the second Sunday of even numbered
months. Starting time is 1.00 pm although many members come earlier for socialising.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY DARWIN STUBBY

DARWIN STUBBY LABELS

