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Meeting dates for 2012 are:
February 10
April 14
June 9
August 11
October 13 (at the Thunder Road Brewery)
December 8
NOTE: As a general rule the meetings are held on the second Sunday of even numbered
months. Starting time is 1.00 pm although many members come earlier for socialising.
December meeting is our Christmas meeting and the starting time is 12.00 noon.

Presidents Page
G’day,
For those people unable to attend our AGM / June meeting it is a pleasure
to announce that Herb Wooding was granted Life Membership. Herb is a foundation
member and a very active meeting attendee. For 40 years Herb has supported the
VBLCS which is a fantastic effort. I know Herb is privately thrilled with the honour.
Herb, we send our best wishes to Merle.
Being our AGM, all Office Bearers [Umit, David, Angus, Jack, Alan and I] were
all happy to stand for re-election and were voted for another term. I am very appreciative
of the professionalism and hard work your Committee put in to make the VBLCS
a successful Society respected by the brewing industry and related organisations. In
addition, I would like to thank our Regional
Co-Ordinators, especially Al in Tasmania, Cor in QLD, Michael in SA and
Alan in Victoria. Without their commitment and enthusiasm we would not get the
labels your all enjoy in your bimonthly newsletters. A special thank you must also go to
Michael Bannenberg for being our Assistant Editor. Michael is always putting his hand
up to prepare the Newsletter in Umit’s absence or design certificates for Label of the
Year. Another special thank you must go to Ben Lawrence, our website co-ordinator. Ben
lives in Adelaide and is very supporting person managing enquires, membership and
articles of web site interest. Visit http://www.vblcs.com
Speaking of Label of the Year 2012, voting forms have been returned collated.
I sincerely thank those people that made the effort in completing the nomination form
and supported this initiative as it recognises the past efforts of Alex Freer and George
Crompton plus the artistic and design merits of our craft and major breweries. I would
like to announce the winners were;
• George Crompton Major Brewery L of the Y 2012 is
Mad Brewers Hoppy Hefe by the Malt Shovel Brewery
• Alex Freer Craft Brewery L of the Y 2012 is
Posse Summer Ale from Bridge Road Brewers.
Certificates will be prepared and presented to the breweries. These certificates are the
pride of the breweries and all are on display for visitors to see and comment.
I was very pleased to be associated with the Australian International Beer
Awards this year having been a judge for 13 years now. Judging has finished and the
results were announced at a dinner on the 23rd May. It was significant year for the AIBA

as they received a record 1490 entries from 277 exhibitors. The trophy winners can be seen
via www.rasv.com.au
Matilda Bay’s “Alpha Pale Ale”, 2 Brothers “Taxi”, Coopers “Sparkling Ale”,
Mornington’s “Russian Imperial Stout”,CUB’s Carlton Mid, Feral,s Boris (draught) and Lion
NZ “Mac’s Hop Rocker” were some of the trophy winners. There were a lot of smiling faces
at the dinner.
Until next time we meet, Cheers
Rob Greenaway

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING NOTES:
The Annual General Meeting for 2012 / 2013 was held at the Club Tivoli in Windsor on
Sunday 9/06/2013 and commenced at 1.00 pm.
APOLOGIES:
Umit Ugur, Phil Langley, Norman Dobson, Shirley Robinson, Michael Bannenberg and Phil
Withers.
MINUTES:
The minutes from the previous AGM were read and there were no comments forthcoming.
ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS:
As there was no written nominations for office bearers there was no need for a vote.
The current office bearers have agreed to carry on for another year.
President - Rob Greenaway, Vice President / Secretary - Angus MacEwan, Treasurer
- David Dobney and Editor - Umit Ugur. The president then went on to thank the commitee
and others for their work throughout the year.
FINANCES:
The treasurer, David Dobney, reported that our finances have stabilised and will
improve with the increase in fees from this financial year. We finished the year with a deficit
of only $500 on last year.
A very pleasant duty then followed. A nomination for life membership for
foundation member, Herb Wooding was proposed by David Dobney and seconded by Gary
McNair. The proposal was put to the meeting and passed unanimously by the members.
Life membership is not given lightly with only 9 previously being bestowed. Congratulatons
are extended to Herb.
The Annual General Meeting then closed at 1.30 p.m.

JUNE 2013 MEETING NOTES:
The meeting opened at 1.30 pm.
APOLOGIES: Apologies were the same as the AGM.
MINUTES: The minutes from the April 2013 meeting were read and there were no
comments arising.
FINANCE: The financial report was contained in the AGM.
CORRESPONDENCE: A total of 34 voting slips were received for the “Label of the year”
awards and the results are The George Crompton Label of the year (Major Brewery) award was won by Mad Brewers
Hoppy Hefe by the Malt Shovel Brewery.
The Alex Freer Label of the year (Boutique Brewery) award goes to Posse Summer Ale from
Bridge Road Brewers.
GENERAL BUSINESS: Two boxes of material from the now closed Swan Brewery in
Perth have been obtained by the club and arrangements are being made to ship them over here
for distribution of the contents to the members.
The October meeting, to be held at the Thunder Road Brewery, will also be attended
by the Victorian Can Collectors Club.
There is to be a new book on Guinness advertising posters written by well known
Guinness expert, David Hughes. If this is as good as his previous publications then it will be
worthwhile aquiring. See Jack Wilks for details.
RAFFLES:
The raffles were then drawn and the winners were - 41 Ross Mackie , 39 Gary McNair ,
B72 Lloyd Hartree, B38 Kieth Deutscher and F82 Murray Wells. The lucky door prize was
won by Ross Mackie.
The meeting then closed at 1.55 pm. with 17 members signing the attendance book. I
look forward to catching up with you all at the August meeting.
Cheers, Angus MacEwan
Our next meeting is on the 11th August commencing at 12.00, midday. People can arrive
early and swap those hard to get labels and items of breweriana. This will then be followed
by general business at 1.00pm. Club Tivoli offers a fine restaurant providing excellent
German food and a range of beverages. Prices are very reasonable and the service is
excellent. Give it a try.

AUSTRALIAN SMALL BREWERY UPDATE
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QUEENSLAND
Two new breweries have commenced operations in Queensland in the past two
months. The smaller of them is Brewbake, based in the markets building at the famous Big
Pineapple tourist attraction at Woombye in the Sunshine Coast district. Brewbake is the
brainchild of former Blue Sky (Cairns) brewer, Hayden Mokoraka, and combines the sale of
freshly baked pies and freshly brewed draught beer. Three beers (wheat, porter and pale ale)
are presently produced in the 50-litre batch-size on-site brewery, which was first licensed and
commenced production in mid-May. Brewbake opened for retail sales on 19 June.
Brewing began early in June at All Inn Brewing Company’s new establishment
at Banyo, in Brisbane’s north-eastern suburbs. Brewer Harley Goodacre, lately of the
Sunshine Coast Brewery, and formerly of Stewart Brewing of Loanhead, near Edinburgh,
Scotland, has developed a starting range of five beers, comprising a ‘session ale’, pale ale,
amber ale, porter, and American IPA. All Inn Brewing will be officially launched at the
Scratch Bar, Brisbane, on 7 July.
The Fortitude Brewing Company, which launched its first beers under its
subsidiary Noisy Minor Brewing Company name in March this year (see May 2013
Update), has launched its first beer under the Fortitude brand. Fortitude Original Golden
Ale was unveiled at the Pig N Whistle pub at Brisbane’s Riverside precinct on 3 May.
Fortitude and Noisy Minor beers are brewed at the former Eagle Heights Brewery in the
Gold Coast hinterland.
NEW SOUTH WALES
There are several new breweries under development in New South Wales, but none
seem to have started production in the last couple of months. Among those to look out for
in the second half of this year are Rocks Brewing Company and Iron Awe Brewbar,
whose breweries are presently under construction in inner-suburban Sydney, and Casey’s
Brewery near Penrith in western Sydney.
VICTORIA
The beer drinkers of Victoria lost one of their newest and most beloved small
breweries in April when Temple Brewing Company Pty Ltd went into voluntary
liquidation, a consequence of a disagreement between the partners in the business.

Expressions of interest were invited in May for the purchase of the plant and equipment and
other assets of the company. The brewery’s founders, Ron and Renata Feruglio, have stated
that they are committed to buying back the business, the brewery and the brand. The Temple
Brewery and Brasserie, at East Brunswick, opened to the public in December 2011.
On the positive side, Victoria has gained a brewery with the establishment of Brookes
Beer Pty Ltd, which operates a 25hL brewhouse in part of a former abattoir building in the
Mayfair Park industrial estate in East Bendigo. Brookes Beer, owned by Doug Brooke, started
brewing in May, and at the time of writing the release of four beers (American Pale Ale, India
Pale Ale, Bohemian Lager and Brown Ale) was imminent. This is the first brewery to operate at
Bendigo since brewing ceased at the Rifle Brigade Hotel about six years ago.
Brewing also commenced in May at the new Little Creatures Brewery, which
occupies the former Valley Mill complex at East Geelong. Little World Beverages purchased
this historic woollen milling property in 2010 for the purpose of establishing a beer production
facility for the eastern states, and construction work started on the site late in 2011. During the
construction process, Little World Beverages was the subject of a takeover by Japanese beverage
giant Kirin Holdings, through its Australian subsidiary Lion.
A new brewery opened at the historic Byramine Homestead towards the end
of 2012, but it escaped my notice until recently. The National Trust classified homestead is
situated near the Murray River, between Cobram and Yarrawonga in north-eastern Victoria.
It has its own vineyard and now a brewery, and is surrounded by an enormous commercial
vegetable farm. The proprietors of the homestead are Wade and Nicole McPherson, of whom
Wade runs the brewery, turning out several styles in 50-litres batches.
SOUTH AUSTRALIA
Rehn Bier of South Australia is another new brewery that has slipped in under
my radar. Brenton Rehn and his family have run this small commercial operation from their
home in Angaston, in the Barossa Valley, since late 2012. Four styles are produced (English
XSB and Extra Stout, German Weizen, and Belgian Tripel). Rehn’s stout and tripel both
won bronze awards at the recent Australian International Beer Awards.
Please send contributions to this report to the compiler either at P.O. Box 5098, East Lismore,
NSW, 2480 or brett@australiangoodbeerdirectory.com. Information about many Australian small
breweries, and links to their websites, can be found at The Australian Good Beer Directory
(www.agbd.org). Brett Stubbs, 24 June 2013.

Herb Wooding elected a VBLCS Life Member
At the June AGM the members elected long term member Herb. Wooding as a Life
member of the Society.
Herb Wooding ( member 106 ) was an ‘original 1972 foundation member’ of the
society and his regular attendance, support, and the friendship of he and Merle has been
greatly appreciated over the past years.
President Rob Greenaway spoke of Herb’s continuing commitment and service to the
Society, and his personal support of the nomination and the committee’s recommendation.
At 88 years of age Herb no longer drives long distances in city traffic and together
with Merle’s poorer health he has found it more difficult to attend our regular meetings.
Herb pictured with Gary Mc Nair and David Dobney humbly thanked the
membership and expressed his sincere appreciation and best wishes to all VBLCS members.

The Ellis-Kells Brewery, Darwin by Brett J. Stubbs
First published in Australian Brews News (www.brewsnews.com.au), 19 April 2013.
The name of Harry Ellis-Kells is usually associated in Australia’s brewing history
with failure, if anything. It would only be fair, however, to give him some credit for daring,
and for persistence in the face of adversity. Ellis-Kells arrived in Darwin at the end of April
1950 to begin the task of building a brewery in the war-ravaged tropical town of about
seven thousand people. Despite war-caused shortages of many of the things required to
build and operate a brewery, and many other obstacles, he succeeded in producing beer on a
commercial scale for probably the first time ever in Darwin, and probably for the first time
in the Northern Territory since a small brewery operated at Alice Springs in the 1890s.
Ellis-Kells obtained a 99-year lease over a block of land in Darwin’s newly-created
Heavy Industry Area. Sixteen blocks in the area had been auctioned in April 1950, but
only two were sold. Ellis-Kells was one of several parties who took up blocks soon after
the auction. He very quickly commenced the construction of his brewery building, and in
December was able to advertise that positions would be open for eleven men, seven women
and six juniors early in the new year.
The details of the positions reveal something of the intended operation of the
brewery. The positions for males comprised one for making cases, two for packing cases,
one truck driver, one yardman, three bottling machine operators, two floormen, and one
cooper. Positions for females would be one stenographer (‘fully qualified’, or course), two
bottling machine operators, two bench attendants, and two general hands. Applicants for
the junior positions, three male and three female, were requested to state if they were willing
to become apprenticed to various trades in the brewery.
Ellis-Kells was the managing director of Ellis-Kells Brewery (Darwin) Limited, the
company formed to operate the brewery. He came to Darwin claiming to have had ‘years of
experience’ in the brewing business, but details of this experience are not known. It was his
intention to make a product that would serve the double purpose of providing continuity of
supplies, and reducing considerably the cost of beer drinking in the Territory. Four different
beers were proposed: Buffalo Bitter, Palmerston Dinner Ale, Darwin Ale and Darwin Lager.
Although obtaining land on which to build the brewery was a simple matter, from
that point Ellis-Kells was faced with almost insurmountable obstacles. He was provided with
a water supply 100 yards from his block, requiring piping to be laid through land leased to
another party and across a public road; he was refused permission to operate an electric motor

from Darwin’s electricity supply even for a few hours daily; and, as might be expected, the
established southern brewers with whom he would soon be competing declined to sell him
essential brewing ingredients, forcing him to purchase these from abroad.
The first brew of Darwin beer was laid down early in February 1951, after which
all the licensed premises in the Territory were advised that the beer would be on sale from
March. Production was to be at the rate of 7,000 gallons (about 32,000 litres) per week
initially, increasing to 14,000 gallons over the next six months. The latter figure was roughly
equivalent to the total consumption of beer in the Territory, all of which was brought at
great expense from interstate.
Early problems with the brewery’s beer filtration system delayed the attainment
of ‘full production’. Ellis-Kells was not satisfied with the clarity of his first several brews, so
placed an order on a Sydney firm of engineers for a new filter. Its manufacture was greatly
delayed, which was typical for the time, and it had not been delivered in the middle of May.
Ellis-Kells spent about a month in the southern capitals in April and May 1951 in
his endeavour to obtain materials for the brewery. He arranged with an Adelaide firm to
supply 200 wooden kegs, and with another for 10 and 18-gallon steel containers. A Sydney
firm would make fifty wooden 54-gallon hogsheads.
Some time in the couple of months after Harry’s return to Darwin in mid-May
1951, things went seriously wrong with his brewery business. A judgement was obtained
against him in a Darwin court in late July by a contractor whom he owed money, and the
contractor subsequently obtained a writ to enable him to
obtain possession of goods from Ellis-Kells to the value
of the debt.

In mid-August, Harry loaded a quantity of furniture and beer into his truck,
and left Darwin with that vehicle and his 1934-model Packard car and his caravan and
went to Queensland. The beer was seized by customs officers at Mount Isa. The truck
and furniture were seized at Cloncurry, and the car and caravan at Townsville, and
placed in the hands of a Queensland Supreme Court bailiff. When a bankruptcy notice
was issued against William Henry Colin Ellis-Kells in November 1951, his whereabouts
were unknown.
Rumours circulating in Darwin about the fate of the Ellis-Kells Brewery
after Harry’s disappearance were checked in February 1952 by the publication by a
Darwin auctioneer of an advertisement offering the remaining 97½ years leasehold, the
buildings, the equipment, and the stock for sale. The whole property was purchased
by the brothers Bernard and John Allen, Darwin motor engineers, who announced
in May that they planned to upgrade the brewery and bring it back into production.
A prospectus was published in September 1952 for a company to be called Darwin
Brewing Limited, which would purchase the former Ellis-Kells property from the Allen
brothers. Although there was reportedly ‘widespread interest’ in the plan, insufficient
capital was subscribed and the proposal lapsed early in 1953.
Although Ellis-Kells was frequently in the news from 1950, when he began to
build his brewery, until 1952, when he was being chased around Queensland, nothing
is known about him before or after that period. His other great feats, therefore, besides
starting the Ellis-Kells Brewery, were to appear from, and to vanish to, nowhere. If any
reader has further knowledge of the man, the writer would be very pleased to hear of it.

Here are some of
the latest releases
from Victoria and
NSW.
Left: The brewery
that opened at the
historic Byramine
Homestead
towards the end of
2012 has these beers
on the menu. It is
only by chance that
Alan Richards found
out about them. As
members, we should
all keep a lookout
for new startups and
inform Alan ASAP.

It is interesting how marketers use beer to promote their wares. As with all Ikea products
does the Dark Lager comes with it’s own flat pack and Alan Key? AC/DC Premium Lager
lager fires up your tongue like TNT, comes with a great beer-loving taste and is brewed in
accordance with the Rock`n Roll manifesto of 1973 and the German purity law of 1516.

Brewer Lion launched a range of mini-kegs which will give drinkers the taste of tap beer in
the comfort of their home. The 3.2 litre “tap kings” have been designed to sit in the middle
shelf of a typical home fridge. The tap king consists of a reusable dispensing head into which
the drinker attaches a 3.2litre bottle of beer which is bought separately. The beer should last
for 21 days. Prices ranging from $33 to $48 for a twin pack. These refills are labelled so start
collecting - if you can afford them!

CLUB RAFFLES
As at June 19th 2013 the following members have credit as listed
P. Simpfendorfer Aug 2016		
Jim Stewart		
Larry Ross
April 2014		
Ray Trinder		
John Webb
Dec 2013 		
Murray Wells		
Wayne Richardson Dec 2013		
Patrick Michakcik
Jim Halsall
Oct 2013		

April
Feb
Dec
Oct

2014		
2014		
2013		
2013		

All prizes in the August raffle will include early Sail & Anchor/ Matilda Bay labels
1st prize will also include Tiger’s Head labels brewed by Matilda Bay for Port Melbourne
Brewery (later Red Back Brewery, North Melbourne.)
In addition to 125 plus labels, this month there will be 50 New Zealand labels
in each prize.
Tickets available from Jack Wilks 65 Tiverton Drive Mulgrave Vic. 3170 and
also at the August Meeting.
PLEASE NOTE: RAFFLE TICKETS
ARE NOW $2 EACH
MAXIMUM OF FIVE TICKETS PER
RAFFLE
Would mail entrants please specify how many
tickets they would like in each raffle.
Members who have already paid prior to the
increase do not have to pay extra unless they
want extra tickets in the raffles.

Labels issued with this July Newsletter
Owing to frequent shortages of microbrewery labels and occasionally different
quantities of matching neck and back labels, the labels issued may not be the full
published list.
Purrumbete Brewing Blue Monday 330ml, Geist Weisse
Dude, Where’s my Cherry, Spectacular
			Wooly Nelson
Bridge Road Brewers Chevalier Dunkel 750ml , Waldo 750ml
Posse Summer Ale 330ml, Robust Porter
Mikkeller Dark Harvest 330ml
Matilda Bay

Dogbolter 345ml, Alpha Ale
Bohemian Pilsner (2 varieties)

Bright Brewery

Blowhard Pale Ale 330ml
Fainters Dubbel

Hargraves Hill		

Pale Ale 330ml, Hefeweizen

James Boag’s

James Boag Prem. Lager Melbourne Cup 750ml
James Boag Draught 375ml
James Boag Premium Lager

Also included in this Newsletter is a range of current Spanish labels.
VBLCS sends it’s thanks to Alan Richards and Al Graham plus, Purrumbete
Brewing Co., Matilda Bay Brewery, Bridge Road Brewers, Bright Brewery,
Boag’s Brewery, Hargraves Hill Brewery and CELCE our friends in Spain for
contributing labels to this issue.

GUINNESS BOOK - Jack Wilks
A new book from David Hughes. This is a
extract of David’s letter to Jack about the
forthcoming book Gilroy was Good For
Guinness. Go to the web address below
if you are interested.
Hi everyone, despite the book being given to the
publisher to be made ready for printing, it is still
being added to. Over the last few weeks 38 new
canvas images have been provided that extend the
range of Gilroy’s art yet further. My thanks go to Rob, Robert, and Steve for their
generosity in sharing with me. The catalogue now lists 300 canvases. We have added
adverts for the 1948 London Olympics, 1936 German classic-cars, another classic
car calendar, the fisherman in an overloaded boat, a big blue whale, the GFS rower
and a single-flying toucan and many more never seen before or commercially used.
Thanks go to Jim Gilroy the grandson for the Foreword and Rory Guinness for
writing the Introduction. I now have a 6 page web site up that shows a number of
wonderful canvases and asks people to contact me by email to reserve a signed and
numbered hard back copy of the book.
The link is www.gilroywasgoodforguinness.co.uk. Please pass on the link.
Book ISBN is 978-1-907593-99-4. It looks like September now for the
book release. I know there are many interested people in the USA, Australia and
New Zealand so I hope Liberties Press can organise pre Christmas distribution in
those countries. UK sales are being handled by Turnaround Publisher Services. I
am hoping Guinness marketing will be able to support this book. It tells a fabulous
story. Could we do a PR book launch in HQ maybe? We are hoping to make an
offer to Guinness so they can sell it in the St James Gate Storehouse shop. Maybe
we print it with a soft cover on that version to make it cheap enough. I know the
collectors and enthusiasts will want a full hard back version.
Best regards, David Hughes

The 12 labels above have been printed on the sticky side of the Sunchaser Lager
back label so you can discover these images through the clear glass bottle. Sunchaser
has just been launched by CUB Yatala. We don’t how many images there are, so if
you know of any other images please contact Alan Richards.
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VBLCS meetings are held at the German Club Tivoli, 291 Dandenong Road, Windsor,
Melway Ref. 58 G8. October meeting will be at the Thunder Road Brewery, 130 Barkly St,
Brunswick, Melway Ref. 29 J10
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Meeting dates for 2012 are:

February 10
April 14
June 9
August 11
October 13 (at the Thunder Road Brewery)
December 8

NOTE: As a general rule the meetings are held on the second Sunday of even numbered
months. Starting time is 1.00 pm although many members come earlier for socialising.
December meeting is our Christmas meeting and the starting time is 12.00 noon.
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A.A. Billson - Anglo-Australian Brewery Beechworth 1897-1914

