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Old labels found in the last month.
They are still out there!

 Roy Allan Ferguson (age 24) and his brother John Worell took over as licensees of the 
Victoria Hotel in August 1938. Knowing Roys later working background the question is - did he 
brew in Darwin? The Hotel was taken over by the Army in 1940. Date of label 1939-1940. 
	 Roy	divorced	his	first	wife	in	1939	(her	adultery)	and	later	on	he	was	a	director,	along	
with	his	brother,	of	the	Hunter Valley Brewing Company. He then went on to form a private 
company - Brisbane Brewing Company Pty Ltd.	On	21	August	1953,	Roy	Allen	Ferguson	died	
from	injuries	received	in	a	hammer	attack	at	his	home	in	Hamilton,	Brisbane.	It	was	alleged	at	trial	
that	Ferguson’s	wife	Sylvia	had	been	having	a	relationship	with	a	former	employee,	Albert	Eric	
Murphy,	whom	Ferguson	had	sacked	over	the	affair.	Mrs	Ferguson	and	Murphy	had	then	hired	
another	man,	William	Ernest	Hamilton,	to	kill	Ferguson;	however	when	Hamilton	couldn’t	bring	
himself	to	commit	the	murder,	Murphy	did	it.	All	three	were	found	guilty	of	wilful	murder	and	
were sentenced to life imprisonment. Sylvia Ferguson was released from prison in the 1960s.* 

*ALL	INFORMATION	 
FROM	TROVE
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Cairns, Rockhampton and Toowoomba 28 pages $6.00 
Mildura (Northern Breweries)  16 pages $3.50 
Northern Territory    27 pages $6.00 
Kalgoorlie    26 pages $6.00 
Old Ballarat    19 pages $4.50 
Sovereign    9 pages $2.00 
Anchor, Sail & Anchor, Matilda Bay 18 pages $4.50 
South Australian & Associated Breweries 154 pages $15.00 
Coopers Brewery    130 pages $15.00 
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Micro Breweries (1st Edition)  $6.50 
Micro Breweries (2nd Edition)  $8.50 
Micro Breweries (3rd Edition)  $8.50 
 
All members please note: When sending cheques or money orders to the Secretary as 
payment for catalogues ordered, please make them payable only to “The V.B.L.C.S.”  Please
do not make them payable to the Secretary, either by title or by name.Copies of the 
ClubCatalogues are obtainable from Angus MacEwan, 11 Harleston Road, Mt. Eliza, Victoria 
3930.  Ph: 03 9787 0225. ALL CATALOGUE PRICES ARE POST PAID. 
 
MEETING  DATES  FOR  2013 
 
VBLCS meetings are held at the German Club Tivoli, 291 Dandenong Road, Windsor, 
Melway Ref. 58 G8. October meeting will be at the Thunder Road Brewery, 130 Barkly 
St, Brunswick, Melway Ref. 29 J10 
 
Meeting dates for 2013 are:   

February 10 
April 14 
June 9 
August 11 
October 13 (at the Thunder Road Brewery) 
December 8 

 
NOTE: As a general rule the meetings are held on the second Sunday of even numbered 
months. Starting time is 1.00 pm although many members come earlier for socialising. 
December meeting is our Christmas meeting and the starting time is 12.00 noon. 
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Tel: (03) 9787 0225 
amacewan@bigpond.com 
 
Treasurer: David Dobney 
5/68 Lambeck Dve,  
Tullamarine VIC 3043.  
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Life Members: Alan Richards, Jack 
Wilks, Rob Greenaway, Keith Deutsher  
and Herb Wooding  
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ADMINISTRATION 
 
To ensure the smooth running of our  
society, we ask members to please 
co-operate as follows: 
 
1. Forward all moneys to the Treasurer     
    (except for raffles and catalogues). 
 

2. Forward all contributions for VBLCS   
    NEWS to the Editor. 
3. All general society business, requests          
    for labels from society stocks and label 
    contributions to the Secretary. 
4. New members and notification of  
    change of address to the Treasurer. 
5. Please forward a self-addressed,   
    stamped envelope with all your      
    correspondence that requires a reply. 

MEMBERSHIP FEES 

Joining Fee: AU$5.00 
 
Annual Subscription: 
Australia - AU $35.00 
Overseas - AU $55.00 
Due and payable on July 1st. 
 
Pro-rata rates: 
Until 31st December - Annual fee 
From 1st January - 50% of Annual fee 
All prices are quoted in Australian dollars. 
The Treasurer will accept American 
currency, Euros and by PayPal. 

 
Copyright © 2013 by the Victorian Beer 
Label Collectors’ Society (VBLCS). All rights 
reserved. VBLCS welcomes any of its articles 
being reproduced provided accreditation is 
given to the author and the “VBLCS News”. 
Letters and opinions expressed in the VBLCS 
News by individual members of the Society 
may not reflect the position of the Society as 
a whole. 
 
Web-site:   http://www.vblcs.com 



Presidents Page
G’day,
 A reminder that our next meeting will be at the Thunder Road Brewery, 
130 Barkly Street Brunswick, Melway 29 J 10 commencing at 12.00, midday. This 
will be a gathering of avid collectors as we will have members of the Australian Can 
Collectors Association join us for the day. Remember to bring your swap material 
and a special section of your label collection to display. Following our meeting we 
will have a BBQ. A fee of $10 will be charged to offset Thunder Roads costs. Bring 
your Growlers as there will be plenty of time to get them filled.
 A special “in the room” raffle consisting of 9 prizes of cans, a book and 
labels will be held. This will be in addition to our normal raffle.
          To those people that have yet to pay their 2013-2014 membership, you will 
note PayPal is now available. Payment is to lakewood@alphalink.com.au
          I had the opportunity to visit Malt Shovel brewery while I was in Sydney 
recently and presented the George Crompton Major Brewery Label of the Year to 
Jeff Potter, their Head Brewer. Jeff has just recently transferred to the role having 
been at Lion Corporate operations. Jeff was extremely pleased to receive the award 
and thanks all members. I thought Hoppy Hefe was an excellent choice.
          It is very sad for me to announce to members the passing of Phyl Godden. 
Phyl was a lovely lady and will be missed. Phyl was the wife of Laurie Godden who 
served as our President for many years. Together they would attend our meetings. 
When Laurie passed away Phyl continued her membership and would enjoy the 
social gatherings until ill health and driving made it hard for her to attend. Phyl, we 
will miss your jovial face and spirit. 
            Ron Kemp, a keen collector in the west has kindly donated two Swan 
Special labels for our raffles. The labels are “Celebrating 156 years Swan Heritage 
Pilsener 1857 – 2013”. These were for a special brew to commemorate the closing 
of the Swan Brewery and only distributed to brewing staff. Thanks Ron, a very 
thoughtful offer and labels will be handed over to Jack for processing as prizes.
            Michael Bannenberg is still looking for donations of Breweriana items to go 
into our Christmas raffle to be drawn at our meeting on the 8th of December. Any 
spare labels, books, glasses, cans, bottles [full or empty] that are suitable to attract 
keen interest would be appreciated.
 Last year we raised $200 for the Royal Children’s Hospital, so let us see if 



we can be generous to those in need. Please provide all donations to Michael or myself 
for preparing the hamper. 

Until next time we meet,
                                                              Rob Greenaway   
  

 
AUGUST 2013 MEETING NOTES: 

The meeting opened at 1.00 pm.
 APOLOGIES: Shirley Robinson , Michael Bannenberg and Umit Ugur.
 MINUTES: The minutes from the previous meeting were read and the only 
business forthcoming was that Rob Greenaway has presented the winner’s certificate 
of the George Crompton Major Brewery Label of the year award to the Malt Shovel 
Brewery and reports that it was very well received.
FINANCE: The treasurer reports that the financial position is sound and the 
situation of draining reserves has settled down.
CORRESPONDENCE: No correspondence has been received.
GENERAL BUSINESS:The meeting rose for a minutes silence to respect the 
unfortunate passing of long time member, Phyl Godden.
NOTE!
The next meeting ,being the October meeting, will NOT! be held at the Club Tivoli 
as the club was booked for Octoberfest.
The venue for the October meeting will be  the Thunder Road Brewery, 130 Barkly 
St. Brunswick (Melways ref. 29  H9)
Rob Greenaway detailed a book that lists all British Breweries names and addresses 
up until 2012. The book is 266 pages long and costs £17.95. See Rob for further 
details.

Our next meeting will be at the THUNDER ROAD BREWERY on the 13th 
October commencing at 12.00, midday. People can arrive early and swap those  
hard to get labels and items of breweriana. This will then be followed by general 
business at 12.30pm. At the conclusion of the meeting, members and guests are 
encouraged to stay for a BBQ and some refreshments.



The “Gilroy is good for you” book on Guiness posters is to be released soon. See Jack 
Wilks for details. It will probably cost about $55.00.
David Dobney called in to see long time member, Terry Ryan who lives in Colac.  
Terry wishs to pass on his regards to all members and he cannot attend meetings in 
person these days.
RAFFLES:

The raffles were then drawn and the winners were - 
D60 Norman Dobson,  D50 Jim Halsall, D42 Ron Barker , D47 Wayne Richardson 
and F98 Murray Wells.
The lucky door prize of some old Kalgoorlie labels was won by Ian Lutterall.
The meeting then closed at 1.40 pm. with 18 members signing the attendance 
register.
I look forward to catching up with you all at our next meeting at the Thunder Road 
Brewery.
 Cheers, Angus MacEwan

Rob Greenaway presenting certificate to Jeff Potter, Head Brewer at the Malt Shovel.
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NEW SOUTH WALES

 The Beekeepers Inn at Vittoria, on the Mitchell Highway between Orange 
and Bathurst, is home to one of the best-kept secrets among Australian small breweries. 
It is operated by Central Ranges Brewing Company under the name 1859 Brewery, 
after the year of establishment of the former coaching inn, and came into production 
around October last year. The brewing equipment, formerly used in the Hopping 
Mad Brewery at Orange (2003 to about 2007), was installed in its shed behind the 
inn at Vittoria in 2010, but there were delays in bringing it into production. This new 
venture has not been well publicised. Indeed, the Beekeepers Inn website still states 
that the brewery is ‘forthcoming’.
 Also in central-western New South Wales is the newly-established Fish River 
Valley Brewery, at the village of Locksley, about 25km south of Bathurst. Fish River 
Valley beer first went on sale in March this year. The 16hL brewery is operated by Mick 
Hoban, who took up brewing after several years in the wine industry in the Bathurst 
area. Mick had a stint as the inaugural brewer at the Old Dairy Brewery in Kent, 
England, before returning to Australia to start brewing for himself at the old public 
school building at Locksley.
 Brewing was officially resumed at the King Street Brewhouse in Sydney in 
April 2013. The little brewery there closed in 2010 when the James Squire people 
severed their connection with the venue, originally established as a James Squire 
Brewhouse, and took their brewing licence with them. A tentative recommencement 
of brewing was made in 2011. In 2012 the owner of the place, Graeme Thompson, 
launched his own beer brand, Red Tape Brewing Co., and had a range of beers made 
off-site. Now, with the brewing licence for the venue reinstated, Red Tape beers are 
being made at King Street Wharf. Sam Clayman, formerly of Brewpack (Smeaton 
Grange), the Australian Brewery (Rouse Hill), and Paddy’s Brewery (Flemington), is 
the Red Tape brewer.

VICTORIA

 After initially taking the contract-brewing route through Southern Bay Brewing 
at Geelong, Matt Houghton of the Boatrocker Brewery has now established his own 



brewery in the south-eastern 
Melbourne suburb of Braeside. 
Houghton has installed a second-
hand Newlands kit, and his first 
Braeside-brewed beer (Alpha Queen 
Highly Hopped Ale) went on sale 
late in April. Matt Inchley, formerly 
of 3 Ravens (Thornbury) and 
Mornington Peninsula breweries, 
is employed as head brewer at 
Boatrocker.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

 The new Clare Valley Brewing 

Co. has placed its first beer on 
sale. The first keg of  King Kong 
Stout was delivered to the Gilbert 
Street Hotel in Adelaide on 31 July 

and tapped there on 1 August. The brewery is operated by Ben Jeanneret and Craig 
Harnett, and is situated at Ben’s winery (Jeanneret Wines) near Sevenhill in the Clare 
Valley wine district. The brewery utilises equipment intended for a major upgrade of  
the Port Dock Brewery at Port Adelaide in 2009, but never used for that purpose.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

 Wild Bull Brewery at Dardanup closed on 22 August after nearly six years 
in operation. The microbrewery (with a 10hl Brewmaster kit), restaurant and craft 
gallery was established in 2007 by Graeme Lamb, and has been owned and operated 
since 2010 by Paul and Michelle Bevin.

Please send contributions to this report to the compiler either at P.O. Box 5098, East 
Lismore, NSW, 2480 or brett@australiangoodbeerdirectory.com. Information about many 
Australian small breweries, and links to their websites, can be found at The Australian Good 
Beer Directory (www.agbd.org). Brett Stubbs, 10 September 2013.



VALE Phyl Godden

 It is sadness that we learnt of the passing of VBLCS member Phyl 

Godden, Phyl was the second wife of our former President of many years, 

Laurie Godden.

 She was the librarian at the Victorian Railways Institute (VRI) at 

Flinders Street station, where, Laurie, who also worked for the railways, 

first met her.

 Each year, Phyl and her husband exchanged Christmas cards with 

Laurie and his wife. One year Phyl wrote and told Laurie of her husband’s 

passing, Laurie replied that his wife had also passed away. They arranged a 

meeting, and after a time decided to marry.

 When I was editor of the club magazine,  I would take it to Phyl and 

Laurie, who would collate it and sort out the labels for distribution.

 When Laurie lost his leg, and could no longer drive, Phyl would 

bring Laurie to the meetngs and help him up the stairs.

 After Laurie’s passing Phyl still attended our meetings until recently, 

when she became unwell.

 Farewell Phyl, glad to have known you,

                                                                             Jack Wilks
 

✞



CASCADE NEW LABELS
 Australia’s oldest operating brewery, Cascade, will re-launched a range of beers, 
featuring new packaging that emphasises its Tasmanian history.
 The new range includes a “re-crafted” Cascade Premium Lager, the new 
Cascade Bright Lager, a new Cascade Blonde that features “an improved brew”, as 
well as new packaging emphasising the brewery’s location in Hobart and its history 
in brewing since 1824.
 No changes have been made to the Cascade Stout and Cascade Pale Ale 
brews, while the Cascade Pure product has been deleted. All beers now feature a 
crown-seal to emphasise its positioning as a premium and handcrafted product.
 “We have under-invested in Cascade in the past, but this has now changed,” 
said CUB general manager, craft beer, Craig MacLean. McLean admitted that over 
the past decade, CUB has built a number of international premium brands they 
didn’t own at the expense of local premium brands like Cascade.
 The new packaging includes the bottle, which remains at 375mL but is 
now classic in style and shape. The new brown glass bottle was inspired by the 
original Cascade beer bottles from the past.
 Each bottle is embossed with ‘1824’, recognising the year the company 
that would go on to be Cascade Brewery Co., was established, and ‘Hobart 
Tasmania’, as the proud home of Cascade.



Above: Two new specials from 4 Pines Brewery.  Little Creatures new IPA and New Englander Dark Ale. 
Below: The aged sour ales from Two Metres Tall Brewery Tasmania. They have neck tags as labels.
Bottom Right: O’Brien Black  Lager,  The Quarie Bar & Brasserie  (WA) Ale and Burleigh Fig Jam IPA.



Right: Four new 
Limited Releases 
that can only 
be bought from 
the Williams 
Debortoli  
brewery website



Left: The latest from
Geelong way ( Towards 
the Otways) The Rowdy 
Sheila Brewing Co.

Go to
www.rowdysheila.com.au

You can buy product from 
their website.



Above: Alan Richards visited the Red Duck Brewery (Vic) and this was the result. 
These are the beers that they produce including 10 new beers. Alan was at hand to 
get the club all of the labels. 
Below: This is the range of beers from Mount Tamborine Brewery.
Bottom Left: All of the new labels that we know of from Van Dieman Brewery (Tas).
Bottom Middle: Australia Draught is the latest from Broo company in Vic.
It is also available as a Midstrength - bottles & cans. www. australiadraught.com.au
You can buy product from their website.



SPECIAL INTERCLUB RAFFLE 

In addition to our normal raffle at the October meeting we are running a 
“special raffle” to involve our friends from the Australian Can Collectors 
Association.

To be included in this raffle please notify your intention to Jack Wilks who 
will take early payment of tickets or payment on the day.

Tickets are $2 each with a max of $10 for five tickets.
Winners are responsible for collection and postage.

Prizes are:
1.       Two alloy USA beer bottles.
2.       Boag’s sponsored Sherrin football.
3.       VB can printing plates.
4.       Cheers Max 42 years of service Cascade Draught can
5.       50+ obsolete Tooheys labels inc Club Lager and Standard Lager
6.       50+ obsolete Tooth labels inc Terry’s Ale.
7.       50+ obsolete Swan and Hannan’s labels.
8.       One set of VB Boonie and Beefie Boonanza dolls….. mint, no guarantee 
           they will talk.
9.       Brewery book The Brewery - Carlton Brewery by Andrew Bailey 

The winner of each draw can select his or her prize. It is not in numerical 
order.

Again, winners are to arrange their own pick up and postage.
Proceeds are to the VBLCS Children’s Hospital Christmas donation.
 
Contact Rob Greenaway on 03 9431 3069 or Jack Wilks on 03 9561 4221 
for further correspondence.



CLUB RAFFLES

 As at June 19th 2013  the following members have credit as listed
P. Simpfendorfer Aug  2016  Jim Stewart  April 2014  
Larry Ross April 2014  Ray Trinder  Feb 2014  
John Webb Dec 2013   Murray Wells  Aug 2014  
Wayne Richardson Dec 2013  Patrick Michakcik Oct 2013  
Jim Halsall Oct 2013  Stephen Jurdison  Dec 2013
Peter May June 2014

In the October raffle 1st prize will contain the Swan Brewery label shown here.
This label was NOT issued publicly, only to Swan employees, (Swan beers are now brewed 
at Boags Tasmania and South Australian Breweries.)
2nd to 5th prizes will contain a pre-WWII label, plus many pre-metric and no contents 
labels, totalling in excess of 125 labels. 
Tickets available from Jack Wilks 65 Tiverton Drive Mulgrave Vic. 3170 and also at the 
October Meeting.
  

PLEASE NOTE: RAFFLE TICKETS ARE NOW $2 EACH 

MAXIMUM OF FIVE TICKETS PER RAFFLE

Would mail entrants please specify how many tickets they would like in each raffle                    
Members who do not specify a number will be allotted two (2) tickets per raffle, funds 
permitting.

 



Labels issued with this September Newsletter  
                                     
Owing to frequent shortages of microbrewery labels and occasionally different 
quantities of matching neck and back labels, the labels issued may not be the 
full published list.

Purrumbete Brewing Half Wit 330ml
 RA #3
 RA #4
 Canard de Garde
 Tiger Tiger Double ESB
Bridge Road Brewers Bling India Pale Ale
 Single Hop IPA Galaxy
 The Harvest Fresh Hop Ale
 Bling Bling Imperial IPA
Matilda Bay Alpha Pale Ale 
Bright Brewery Hell fire Amber Ale 330ml
 Stair Case Porter
 Razor Witbier                                                               
Steel River Dry As 330ml
Boag’s XXX Ale 375ml
Moon Dog Love Trap Double Lager 7.1%
 Great American Challenge
 Wet Nurse Tonic Milk Stout
 Dashers Envy Fancy Christmas Ale
Cascade 2012 First Harvest [short issue]
 2011 Hall of Fame - Rodney Eade Draft back label. 

Also included in this Newsletter is a range of obsolete CUB, Coopers, 
Castlemaine Perkins and NZ  labels. VBLCS sends it’s thanks to Alan 
Richards Graham Crompton and Al Graham plus, Purrumbete Brewing Co., 
Matilda Bay Brewery, Bridge Road Brewers, Bright Brewery, Cascade Brewery, 
Moon Dog Brewery and Boag’s Brewery for contributing labels to this issue.



Another GUINNESS BOOKLET - Jack Wilks

A new booklet from David Hughes. This is a  
extract of David’s letter to Jack about a forthcoming booklet on Showcards. 

Dear Guinness collector, 
Following recent research in the archives, I present to you a 28 page A5 (8 x 
6inches) size booklet detailing the earliest Irish and British show cards and 
window bills. These mainly pre date the start of formal Guinness advertising in 
1929 with S H Benson. The dimensions, usage and  costs of manufacture are 
included. Products covered are Nourishing Export Stout, Porter, Export and 
Extra Stout. Many of the earliest show cards are very rare in collections.
This exclusive booklet is privately sold at £6.99 plus £1 postage to UK, £2 to Eire 
and EU and £4 to the USA, Australia, New Zealand and the rest of the world.
Use Payal to my email address or send me a sterling cheque. (Contact Jack!)
best regards David Hughes



HANSON BROTHERS LAUNCH MMMHOPS BEER. 
SERIOUSLY!  by Emily Senger, Maclean’s  Friday, August 9, 2013 

The Hanson brothers, yes the long-haired teens who brought you the MMMBop 
earworm in 1996, are getting into the beer biz with a signature brew called 
Mmmmhops.
 The brothers – Isaac, Taylor and Zac — are now more than old enough 
to drink. All are in their late 20s and early 30s, and two of them have cut their 
signature wavy locks.
 The first sips of the Mmmhops suds debuted at The Hangover Part III 
premiere in May of this year. The beer will be available to the public in the fall, 
alongside the band’s sixth studio album Anthem, reports Rolling Stone. Yes, Hanson 
is still making music.
 While news of the beer has been around since May, Mmmhops hype spread 
rapidly this week after New York magazine interviewed the two younger Hanson bros. 
(That would be Taylor and Zac for readers who were not a pre-teen girl in the ’90s.)
 According to the interview, the brothers Hanson starting thinking that 
their fans are now old enough to drink, so why not make a beer? Taylor Hanson 
tells New York magazine about the origin of the name, which started as a joke:

I think technically Isaac came up with Mmmhops. Facetiously, we 
began taking titles from songs that could be the moniker for our beer. 
Where’s the Lager, from “Where’s the Love.” Pilsner and Me, from 
“Penny and Me.” Of course, hops is the ultimate ingredient that you 
think of with beer, so Mmmhops was set into the air, and everyone 
went, “You know, that’s actually kind of genius.” Like, here we are 
at the end of a long day, you sit down at the bar and think, Mmm, 
hops. You can sort of imagine Homer Simpson saying it.

 The Hanson bros won’t be the first musicians to lend 
their name to a brew. Kid Rock launched his American Badass 
Beer in 2009 and the beer is making a comeback this summer 
after financial problems at the brewery in 2012. Snoop Dogg/
Lion hawked a horrific fruit-flavoured Colt 45 beverage in 2011. 
And Iron Maiden has a totally metal beer called Trooper, which 
is available online, though not in Canada.
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Old labels found in the last month.
They are still out there!

 Roy Allan Ferguson (age 24) and his brother John Worell took over as licensees of the 
Victoria Hotel in August 1938. Knowing Roys later working background the question is - did he 
brew in Darwin? The Hotel was taken over by the Army in 1940. Date of label 1939-1940. 
	 Roy	divorced	his	first	wife	in	1939	(her	adultery)	and	later	on	he	was	a	director,	along	
with	his	brother,	of	the	Hunter Valley Brewing Company. He then went on to form a private 
company - Brisbane Brewing Company Pty Ltd.	On	21	August	1953,	Roy	Allen	Ferguson	died	
from	injuries	received	in	a	hammer	attack	at	his	home	in	Hamilton,	Brisbane.	It	was	alleged	at	trial	
that	Ferguson’s	wife	Sylvia	had	been	having	a	relationship	with	a	former	employee,	Albert	Eric	
Murphy,	whom	Ferguson	had	sacked	over	the	affair.	Mrs	Ferguson	and	Murphy	had	then	hired	
another	man,	William	Ernest	Hamilton,	to	kill	Ferguson;	however	when	Hamilton	couldn’t	bring	
himself	to	commit	the	murder,	Murphy	did	it.	All	three	were	found	guilty	of	wilful	murder	and	
were sentenced to life imprisonment. Sylvia Ferguson was released from prison in the 1960s.* 

*ALL	INFORMATION	 
FROM	TROVE


